
 

As we approach Holy Week and Easter, we continue to follow 
what we believe is the best health protocol for worshipping 
communities. For that reason, we will be offering online 
versions of all of our services. But we are also making 
available in-person worship experiences for all of the services. 
At the in-person services, it continues to be necessary to 
follow the protocols of masking, social distancing, and 
registering to reserve a spot (because we have to maintain a 
limited capacity.) 

With many other pastors and faith leaders, my colleagues and 
I are cautiously optimistic in forecasting an increased ability 
for in-person worship services. We will continue to work to 
love our neighbors by protecting community health, but with 
the rise in vaccinations and the current trends, we definitely 
see change on the horizon. We meet weekly together as a 
team to consider what is possible and advisable. The Session 
considers the data and recommendations monthly.  I know 
that many of you are following the trends with careful 
attention as well. Your input is appreciated. As the situation 
improves, we will consistently inform you each week of 
increased or new opportunities for worshipping together. 

Even when we are able to return to allowing everyone who is 
able to come and worship together in person again as we used 
to, we expect to continue to offer a version of the services 
from PCPC every Sunday online. We know that connection 
has been important for many of you and has benefit way 
beyond the pandemic. I often think of what my beloved 
mentor, Rev. Chuck Greenwood used to say: “Keep the faith, 
and keep smiling.”

Pastor John
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The heavens are telling the glory of God; and 
the firmament proclaims his handiwork.

 -Psalm 19:1

... from the  Pastor’s Desk Prayer for Easter Morning:
God of glory,
fill your church with the power
that flows from Christ’s resurrection,
that, in the midst of the sinful world,
it may signal the beginning of a renewed humanity,
risen to new life with Christ.
Glorious Lord of life,
by the mighty resurrection of your Son
you overcame the old order of sin and death
to make all things new in him.
Grant that we who celebrate with joy
Christ’s rising from the dead
may be raised from the death of sin
to the life of righteousness.
Let no shadow of the grave terrify us,
and no fear of darkness turn our hearts from you.
Reveal yourself to us this day and all our days,
as the first and the last,
the Living One,
our immortal Savior and Lord.
God of glory,
fill your church with the power
that flows from Christ’s resurrection,
that, in the midst of the sinful world,
it may signal the beginning of a renewed humanity,
risen to new life with Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. Amen.

(Book of Common Worship, PCUSA)

Holy Week & Easter Calendar 
inside on Page 2!
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Sunday, March 28: Palm Sunday
Services remembering Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and the 
Passion of Christ that followed.
7:30am: Sunrise Service in Courtyard
9:00am: Connection Service in Sanctuary
11:00am: Traditional Service in Sanctuary
4:30-5:30pm: Stories of Christ: A Living Lenten Journey
An outdoor worship experience led by the Children & 
Families Ministry
6:00pm: Vespers Service in Courtyard

Thursday, April 1: Maundy Thursday
Communion services on Maundy Thursday remember Christ’s 
gift of the Lord’s Supper.
8:30am: Brief Sanctuary Service
12:00pm: Midday Communion Service in Sanctuary
5:30pm Family-friendly service in the Courtyard with 
Communion
7:00pm: Sanctuary Service with Communion and Special 
Music
8:00pm: Fire Pit Denial Service in Courtyard
This courtyard service comes from the scriptural account 
of Peter’s waiting in the courtyard of the high priest while 
Jesus was being interrogated inside. Following the scripture 
narrative, it takes place outside around an open fire.

Friday, April 2: Good Friday
Solemn services focusing on Christ’s obedience, even through 
crucifixion.
8:30am: Brief Sanctuary Service
12:00pm: Midday Communion Service in Sanctuary with 
Special Music
7:00pm: Sanctuary Service

Sunday, April 4: Easter Sunday
Easter is the joyful and triumphant celebration of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.
6:30am: Sunrise Service at Bayshore Presbyterian
Socially distanced with masks; please register.
7:30am: Early Easter Courtyard Service 
9:00am: Connection Service in Sanctuary
11:00am: Traditional Service in Sanctuary
6:00pm: Courtyard Easter Vespers Service
Steeple bell carillon will play Easter hymns. Easter scriptures 
will be read. Easter flower cross will be available for pictures. 
The sacrament of communion is served.

HOLY WEEK-EASTER 2021
IN-PERSON OPPORTUNITIES

WORSHIP CALENDAR

Sunday, March 28: Palm Sunday
Services remembering Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and the 
Passion of Christ that followed.

5:00am: Traditional Service in Sanctuary posted online 

7:30am: Sunrise Service at PCPC live streamed

9:00am: Connection Service in Sanctuary live streamed

5:00pm: Stories of Christ: A Living Lenten Journey live 
streamed experience

6:00pm: Vespers Service in Courtyard live streamed

Wednesday, March 31: Wednesday of Holy Week

12:00pm: Contemplation and Scripture Service on Zoom

Thursday, April 1: Maundy Thursday
Communion services on Maundy Thursday remember Christ’s 
gift of the Lord’s Supper.

5:00am: Maundy Thursday Service posted online

6:00pm: Bel-Mar Zoom Service led by Rev. Mike Peacock 
and Rick McClintock. For the link to join, please email 
Mike Peacock at mpeacock@peacocklawfirm.com

8:00pm: Fire Pit Denial Service in Courtyard posted 
online

Friday, April 2: Good Friday
Solemn services focusing on Christ’s obedience, even through 
crucifixion.

5:00am: Good Friday Service posted online

12:00pm: Zoom Service led by Rev. Will Wellman. For 
the link to join, please email Will@palmaceia.org

Sunday, April 4: Easter Sunday
Easter is the joyful and triumphant celebration of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

5:00am: Pre-recorded Traditional Service goes online

6:00am: Bel-Mar Service will be posted online

7:30am: Early Easter Courtyard Service live streamed

9:00am: Connection Service live streamed

6:00pm: Courtyard Easter Vespers Service live streamed
Steeple bell carillon will play Easter hymns. Easter scriptures 
will be read. Easter flower cross will be available for pictures. 
The sacrament of communion is served.

HOLY WEEK-EASTER 2021
ONLINE OPPORTUNITIES



 

WEDDING:
3/6/21  Taylor Lauren Martinez & Turner Hines Richardson

BIRTHS:
1/1/21 Laura Katherine Guilliams, 
 daughter of Devin & Jillian Guilliams, 
 grandparents are Frank & Leslie Griffin and 
 great-grandmother is Pat King 
1/21/21 Santino Vincent Rametta, 
 son of Andrew & Jamie Rametta, 
 grandparents are Joe & Irene Rametta
2/19/21 Palmer Russell Callahan, 
 son of Miles & Jennifer Callahan, 
 grandmother is Nancy Callahan 

BAPTISMS:
1/17/21  John Scott Holmes, VI, 
 son of Morgan & John S. Holmes, V
1/23/21 Grayson Sawyer Cloud, 
 son of Gabriela & David Cloud, 
 grandson of Sally Harris
2/7/21 Turner Thomas Ownby, 
 son of Alyssa & Justin Ownby, 
 grandson of TJ & Jenifer Ownby
2/27/21 Jackson Joseph Puryear, 
 son of Kelly & Preston Puryear, 
 grandson of Elizabeth & Paul Puryear
3/6/21 Lillian Ray Charles & Walker William Charles,   
 daughter & son of Mary Katherine & Ray
  Charles, Jr., grandchildren of Becky & Ray Charles
3/14/21  Addison Grace Smith, 
 daughter of Kelly & Darrell Smith 

DEATH:
1/9/21 G. Phillips Thomas

NEW MEMBERS:
1/17/21 Dave & Judy Felman  
1/17/21 Alison & D’Marco Lankes 
2/7/21 Faith Ferry 
2/7/21 Jeanne Jones 
2/7/21 Linda Sanford
2/7/21 Aaron Smith
3/7/21 Fay Rouseff-Baker
3/7/21 Arthur J.R. Baker

TRANFERS:
2/11/21 Kenneth & Linda Beckham to 
 Peachtree Presbyterian Church, Atlanta
2/24/21 David & Debbie Johnson to Christ the King   
 Catholic Church, Tampa 
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January 1, 2021 thru March 15, 2021

Palms For Palm Sunday
March 28th
The palm branch is a symbol of victory, triumph, peace, and 
eternal life. Palms and palm branches have symbolic meaning 
to us. Palm Sunday commemorates the entrance of Christ into 
Jerusalem when palm branches were placed in his path, before 
his arrest on Holy Thursday, and his crucifixion on Good 
Friday. Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week, the 
final week of Lent.

Take a picture and show us your PALMS & leafy branches 
this Palm Sunday, March 28th! 

Hang them on your door or window to celebrate Palm 
Sunday with us and send us your pics!

It could be any green branch you can get. This will help us 
all stay connected, despite social distancing, as we enter into 
the Holiest of Weeks. We may be physically isolated, but not 
separated - we are united as the body of Christ.

Email or text photos of palms on your door or window to 
813-601-8240 or communications@palmaceia.org!

Stop by the front of the church or the back parking lot to pick 
up your palms anytime on Saturday, March 27th, go home and 
hang them, snap a picture, and share with us! If you can’t get 
by the church, use any sort of leafy branch as told in Mark’s 
gospel, hang it, and show support for Palm Sunday! 

Easter Hope: Coming Back 
Into Fellowship
Vespers Eastertide Series April 11, 18, 25, 
May 2, 9, and 23
This year in the season of Eastertide the Vespers services on 
Sunday evenings at 6:00pm will have a “new life” emphasis 
and will offer one of the resurrection stories each Sunday 
from scripture, which can be used for reflection and as a 
guide for prayer across each week. These services will be 
held in the courtyard as weather permits.



Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the LORD GOD is 
my strength and my might; he has become my salvation. Isaiah 12:2
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Spring Organ Recital
May 16th at 6:00pm at PCPC with 
reservation or online

You’re Invited! Spring makes 
everything young, fresh, and hopeful! 
Spring is a season of renewal; a season 
of being reminded that winter isn’t 
forever, that the pandemic shutdown 
is not forever! What is it about spring? 

Spring is a lovely reminder of how beautiful change can 
truly be! It is the promise that in the darkest times of life, 
light and hope seek to shine. Studies show that listening 
to music can benefit overall well-being, help regulate 
emotions, and create happiness and relaxation in everyday 
life. Music can reduce stress, lessen anxiety, improve 
memory and mood, ease pain, and provide comfort, 
cognition, as well as improve sleep quality. Who doesn’t 
need some music after the year plus that we’ve endured?! 

Join PCPC on Sunday, May 16, 2021 at 6:00 PM for a 
Spring Organ Recital with Dr. Haig Mardirosian.

Keyed to the spirit of the season, this optimistic, bright, 
and quite pleasing program is thematically entitled, 
“The Promise of Spring” and will include:
Toccata in F, BWV 540 – J. S. Bach
Whimsical Variations – Leo Sowerby
Capriccio – John Ireland
Fountain Reverie – Percy Fletcher
Finale, op. 78 – Rachel Laurin
Reserve your space now or join us online at Facebook.com, 
YouTube.com, and https://palmaceia.org/live

ABOUT DR. HAIG MARDIROSIAN
Haig Mardirosian is Dean Emeritus of the College of 
Arts and Letters, and Professor Emeritus of Music at the 
University of Tampa. He is also Professor Emeritus of 
Music at American University in Washington, DC. As a 
concert organist, Haig has earned international standing. 
In 1977, he was the first American chosen to play in the 
International Organ Week in Bonn, Germany. In 1989, 
Dr. Mardirosian was one of two Americans to perform in 
the first Soviet/American Organ Festival. Haig has twenty 
recordings to his credit on various labels including Gothic, 
Centaur, Organo Phon, Mitra, Musical Heritage Society, 
Westminster, and Monitor in various capacities as soloist 
and conductor. 

As a writer and critic, Haig Mardirosian has contributed 
nearly 1500 reviews and features to a variety of 
publications. His recent book, Vox Humana: The World 

of the Pipe Organ and Those who Play it was published 
in 2017 by Morningstar Music. He is currently General 
Editor of the American Guild of Organists Monograph 
Series, for which he has just authored the first three 
volumes, J. Michael Barone and Pipedreams: The Organ on 
Public Radio; The Organ on Campus; and The Making of an 
Organ Virtuoso. Previously, Mardirosian was published in 
Forecast, The American Organist, The Diapason, the Journal of 
American Organ Building. For ten years, he wrote a monthly 
opinion column, Vox Humana, for The American Organist. 
Prior to his appointment to the University of Tampa in 
2009, Haig Mardirosian served as Professor of Music, 
Senior Vice Provost, and Dean of Academic Affairs at 
American University and Organist and Choirmaster of 
the Church of the Ascension and St. Agnes in Washington 
D.C., a church noted for its exemplary liturgical conduct 
and where Mardirosian led a sophisticated weekly music 
program sung by the professional choir in the exemplary 
acoustics of the Gothic edifice. After several years as organist 
of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Tampa, he serves as 
organist at Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church.

The Mercy Offering
Please support PCPC’s new Mercy Offering, a special 
offering used to address the psychological, emotional, 
physical, and financial needs for those experiencing 
negative impacts during this unique season of need.  The 
Mercy Offering will help those in our community who are 
suffering and is being collected Sunday, March 14, 2021, 
through Sunday, June 27, 2021.
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“Thank You” from the 
Stewardship Committee
As we journey through this Lenten season, we want to 
thank everyone for their time, talent, and treasure. Thank 
you for volunteering, praying, and donating to all of 
PCPC’s collection efforts for those in need. With your 
incredible generosity, we surpassed our pledges from 
2020! 

The past year was a difficult one, but one in which God 
was clearly with us. Achieving PCPC’s mission and 
outreach in our community depends on all of us. Thank 
you for continuing to make this possible. For more 
information on ways to give or pledge, please visit our 
website at https://palmaceia.org/giving/

Take A Picture 
By the Easter Cross! 

It will be in bloom outside PCPC 
starting Saturday, April 3rd at 
4pm and all day Easter Sunday
The Easter Cross brings the church together in unity to 
support the single most important event in history - the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Celebrating Easter with joy 
gives us the opportunity to share with others the hope that 
is within us. 

The flowering of the cross represents the transition from 
Good Friday to Easter, from meditation on Jesus’ death to 
joyful celebration of his resurrection. It transforms a barren 
cross, a reminder of Jesus’ death, into an Easter symbol. The 
cross with flowers is a symbol of Dawn, of the resurrection 
of Light and the renewal of Life, and therefore of the dawn 
of the first day, and more particularly of the resurrection.

The Easter cross will be outside PCPC near the front steps 
starting at 4:00 PM the day before Easter, April 3rd, and 
all day Easter Sunday, April 4th starting at sunrise.  When 
you arrive, take a picture with the cross, then send it to us 
at communications@palmaceia.org. At home, be sure to 
make signs that say “He is Risen!” or “Alleluia!” and send in 
pictures of your garden or home flowers that speak through 
their beauty, and send us those pictures too. You can also 
text pictures to 813-601-8240. 

We will remember Jesus’ death and the cross covered 
with flowers as a symbol of Jesus’ resurrection, but also 
of the continuing presence of Christ among us. Together, 
let us make this Easter a celebration of new life!

Faith and Fiction
If you love to read and discuss books, consider joining 
the PCPC Faith and Fiction book group. The group 
reads a wide range of fiction and (occasionally) non-
fiction books, looking for evidence of faith in the lives 
of the characters. The group meets monthly on the third 
Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom. For the Zoom link or 
with any questions, email Charlene Tobie: 
ctobie@tampabay.rr.com

Upcoming Books:
April 20: The Bookseller of Kabul by Asne Seierstad
May 18: The Other Americans by Laila Lalami
June 20: Pope Joan by Donna Woolfolk Cross
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Justice Seekers - This spring, we’ve had opportunities to 
step into leadership roles by writing prayers, devotions, 
and working with the Mercy Fund. Below is the schedule 
for the rest of the school year! All 4th & 5th graders are 
welcome.
March 28: All are invited to Stories of Christ: A Living 
Lenten Journey around the church campus from 4:30-5:30

April 4: Meeting on Zoom

April 11: Meeting outside at PCPC

April 18: Meeting outside at PCPC

April 25: Meeting outside at PCPC

May 2: Meeting outside at PCPC

May 9: Meeting on Zoom

May 16: End-of-year party! Details TBD- email 

Kelly@palmaceia.org to make sure you’re on the email list!

& fami l i e sch i ld ren 
Godly Play: Each Sunday a different family is entering 
into the sacred stories of our faith by leading a Godly Play 
story from their homes. Thank you Owen and Parker 
Pierce, Emma and Noah Bartos, Leighton McCutchen, and 
Matthew Malone for leading this past month. All families 
are invited to share the story with us in the coming weeks.

Lending Library: The Justice Seekers created a Lending 
Library for Black History month with a variety of resources. 
Both of those tables of quality resources will continue 
to remain in the Fellowship Hall along with the Lenten 
Lending Library which continues to be available for anyone 
to check out a book and return it for another when finished. 

Human Sexuality and Faith Workshop: Thirteen 4th 
and 5th graders and their parents participated in an online 
workshop on Valentine’s weekend. The workshop was led by 
Andrea Paschal, Director of Purposeful Education, at First 
Presbyterian Church, Aiken. Through the Created by God 
resources, we explored how we are all wonderfully made in 
God’s image as very good. We are created to be together, 
created us to love ourselves, and one another. As Jesus “grew 
in stature, in wisdom, and in favor with God and friends,” 
- Luke 2:52, so we grow and change together in 
God’s love. 

Open Playground: The sounds of children playing on the 
church grounds was like music to sore ears as we opened 
the Playground up to the community one Sunday morning 
in February.  Nine families with children of various ages 
gathered to slide, create, balance, climb, ride, and imagine 
around the re-designed natural playscape last Summer. We 
hope to offer more Open Playground time in the future! 
Stay tuned for upcoming dates!
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Youth At PCPC
At the time of this publication (mid-March), we cannot 
yet discern whether youth trips this summer will be 
possible in the best health practice. We continue to do 
the work of discerning what is helpful, realistic, and safe. 
We are optimistic that there will be considerable summer 
programming, but we are unsure if we can revert back to 
our regular summer trips. To ensure you get the most up-
to-date information, please check to see whether you are 
receiving emails from ken@palmaceia.org. If you do not 
receive Kenny’s emails, please reach out to him to be placed 
on the distribution list. Across the remainder of the spring, 
we will be continuing our well-attended fire pit fellowship 
gathering and bible studies.

Youth meetings are as follows:
• Monday evening High School Bible study from  

7:30-8:30pm via Zoom
• Wednesday evening Middle School Youth Group 

from 6:00-7:30pm in the outdoor area in front of the 
Fellowship Hall

• Wednesday evening High School Youth Group from 
7:30-8:45pm in the outdoor area in front of the 
Fellowship Hall

• Sunday morning Formation X for middle schoolers 
from 10:00-10:45am via Zoom

Additionally, each Sunday at noon we post a new devotional 
to be used for the week ahead. It’s a quick, simple 
devotional that is meant to offer a connection point to our 
faith. 
You can find it at: https://pcpcyouth.com/2021-devotional

PCPC Spring 2021
Adult Faith Formation
Patriarchal Pawns: The Royal Women of I & II Samuel
Sundays, April 11th through May 9th, at 10am on Zoom

Led by Rev. Nicole Abdnour. This class will focus on the 
stories of women in I & II Samuel. Though overlooked by 
the lectionary cycle’s calendar of readings, these women 
have their own unique and needed perspective of the history 
of Israel which can inform our modern life of faith, at times 
nurturing and encouraging while other times disruptive 
and challenging. Some of the women who will become our 
teachers by way of their narratives include: Ahinoam bat 
Ahimaaz (Saul’s Wife); Merab bat Ahinoam and Michal bat 
Ahinoam (Saul’s Daughters); Abigail, Ahinoam of Jezreel, 
and other wives of David; Bathsheba; and Tamar. Email 
will@palmaceia.org to get on the email list.

Reflecting on the Meaning of Life: A Study of Ecclesiastes
Sundays, April 11th through May 22th, Class recordings 
released weekly, Zoom discussions at 9am

Led by Rev. Dr. Chuck Jones. This six-week study will 
examine the Book of Ecclesiastes using Rabbi Harold 
Kushner’s book, When All You’ve Ever Wanted Isn’t Enough: 
The Search for a Life That Matters. This provocative book 
of scripture raises questions that many studiously avoid 
and suggests challenging ways to resolve some of life’s 
most perplexing dilemmas. There are no easy answers but 
rather some hard facts about life’s hard realities. Called 
by some the “most dangerous book in the Bible,” it asks 
the questions about the meaning of life, how much is 
enough, where to find happiness, and what makes our 
lives matter. This is not your typical scriptural antidote to 
personal struggles, a challenge to see the world from a new 
perspective. Email will@palmaceia.org to get on the email 
list.

Service: The Best Work of Life
Sundays, April 11th through May 9th, Class recordings 
released weekly

The Witness & Service committee has put together a class 
examining service both at PCPC and with our partner 
ministries. In Matthew 25:40 Jesus says, “Whatever you 
did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me.” Over five weeks, this class will explore 
who, how, and why we serve. Make this Spring a season to 
share your time, talent, and treasure. 
Email will@palmaceia.org to get on the email list.

The Rise and Reign of David: A Summer Bible Study 
on I & II Samuel
Beginning Sunday, May 31st

Come learn about the beginnings of the kingdom of Israel 
and the stories of the prophet Samuel, King Saul, and King 
David. In addition to covering the transition of Israel from 
a tribal people ruled by judges and prophets to a centralized 
nation ruled by a monarchy, I & II Samuel captures the 
continuing presence and love of Yahweh in spite of his 
people’s failures. Will Wellman will lead discussion through 
the books of I & II Samuel, which are the Old Testament 
lectionary texts for the summer. For more information or to 
be added to the class email list, email will@palmaceia.org.

When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” 
Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

-John 19:30
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WE’RE ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 
Follow us on:
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www.facebook.com/PalmaCeiaPresbyterianChurch
Twitter @palmaceiapres
Instagram @PCPChurch
Website www.palmaceia.org

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

-1 Corinthians 11:26

Stories of Christ: A Living 
Lenten Journey 
Sunday, March 28, 2021 4:30-5:30 pm 
We invite you to join the journey as we are 
shown the way again & again by the stories 
of Christ. This event involves a walking and 
wheelchair accessible path through the church 
grounds. Please sign up for a time so that you 
can be distanced between 4:30-5:30 pm. This 
event is open to the whole congregation.
The experience will be also accessible through 
livestream on Facebook at 5:00pm. 


