“For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.”

Matthew 6:21
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Congratulations to Nancy Little on her retirement!
Congratulations to Nancy King Little who on December
31, 2020 retired after 41 years as the Founder and Director
of the Palma Ceia Presbyterian Preschool! Palma Ceia
Presbyterian Church recognized Nancy’s retirement on
Sunday, January 31 at noon in a live streamed presentation.
Nancy grew up in the Palma Ceia
Presbyterian Church, where she
worshipped in the Presbyterian
community that greatly shaped her
faith and character. Her parents
Rex and Ann King, through their
example, instilled within herself
and her brother Bryant a deep
sense of commitment to community service. It was through them and a life
lived within the church, that Nancy developed a desire to nurture others and
commit her life to service.
After graduating from Robinson High School in Tampa, Nancy attended
the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. Here, her passion for the
church’s inclusion of children intersected with her experience growing up with
differently-abled friends and family members. These two passions became the
focus of her university studies.
As a young college graduate, she worked in several early childhood programs
across the Tampa Bay area, serving children and those challenged by difficult
social and economic circumstances. During this time, God gave her a vision
to see a new world that did not yet exist but one in which early childhood
education included children with special needs. She then set out to make this
new vision a reality. She understood and believed that supportive interventions
during early childhood could profoundly help children with special needs,
just as their peers benefited greatly from a nurturing and immersive learning
environment.
This vision started from a humble beginning, with sponsorship from her
beloved church, Palma Ceia Presbyterian. She approached her pastor at
Continued on page 3

Pastor John DeBevoise said:
“Nancy has been a champion for children
in the life of Christ’s church. And the
wonderful victories that she has achieved
for them have been won with compassion,
scholarship, hard work, and persistent
faith. The presence of the school for 41
years on the campus of the church, the
presence of the little children in the
school with their laughter, songs, and
play, has deeply shaped the character
of the church. Not only is the school an
enormous blessing to the community,
but the school is an enormous blessing to
the church, making us look more like the
body of Christ. This is the fruit of Nancy’s
vocational labors, a witness to the love of
God in Jesus Christ.”
Kurt Hine, chair of PCPC’s Preschool
Committee said:
“On behalf of the Preschool Committee,
we are profoundly grateful for the
amount of life you’ve personally
exchanged to make the world a better
place through inspiring children in their
most important developmental years.
With all our hearts, may yours years
ahead continuously blossom with the
blessings you’ve selflessly cultivated all
these years.”
Those wishing to send Nancy a note or a
card may do so to her home or to PCPC,
c/o Nancy Little: 3501 W. San Jose St.,
Tampa, FL 33629.

Worship With PCPC During Lent
Ash Wednesday:
February 17, 2021
Ash Wednesday, which falls
on February 17th this year, is
the traditional beginning of
the ancient Christian season
of Lent, the six-week period
leading to Easter. Ash Wednesday
emphasizes Christian repentance, the setting aside of the old
self, and the placing on of the new behaviors in Christ. As a
part of those new behaviors Christians have placed a special
emphasis on renewing practices of prayer, bible study, and
Christian living. It is a period of preparation. Like many
churches, PCPC will hold Ash Wednesday services.

6am Virtual Service

PCPC will post a short online service at 6am on Ash
Wednesday. This service will include music, scripture
reading, prayer, and a reflection on the imposition of
ashes. You can find the posting on our Facebook page, our
YouTube channel, or www.palmaceia.org/videos

Noon Midday Service

This in-person worship service in the Sanctuary will center
around the traditional scripture readings and prayers for
the day. The imposition of ashes (an ancient symbol of
repentance, sorrow, and sacrifice) will be available for those
who desire. Reserve a spot to attend this service on
www.palmaceia.org

5-7pm: An Ash Wednesday Church Campus
Pilgrimage

This year on Ash Wednesday, we will offer an in-person,
interactive service from 5-7pm on PCPC’s campus. The
service will act as a journey in worship as we begin our
journey through Lent, and will take about 30 minutes to
complete.
All of the elements of an Ash Wednesday service will be
present during our walk-through worship, and it will
conclude with the imposition of ashes. This service is a great
opportunity for people of all ages to reflect on scripture,
tangibly interact with their faith, and contemplate the
liturgical season of Lent.
While this service is completely outdoors, we still ask
participants to wear masks and to adhere to the social
distancing parameters in place. Reserve a spot to attend this
service on www.palmaceia.org
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Worship continues online (with limited in-person
opportunity also). The Session of PCPC has decided
to continue to offer worship across the season of
Lent at PCPC online.

The pastors and musicians will continue to live stream
the services from the sanctuary on Sunday mornings and
make those available on Facebook, YouTube, Vimeo, and
palmaceia.org each Sunday morning. Additionally, the links
can be obtained in the email that comes out each Sunday
morning. If you aren’t receiving those emails and you would
like to, you can modify your communications preferences
under the “Resources” tab on the home page of
www.palmaceia.org.
There are a limited number of in-person spots available for
each service. Those who desire to come in person are asked
to reserve a spot via the church website. Masking and social
distancing as the best health practice will be necessary.
Pastor John DeBevoise said, “We’re all hopeful that, with
the arrival of the vaccine, we can see on the horizon a time
when we can open the church fully to worship in person.
But while we hope and we see that horizon, we are not
there yet. For most people, the best health practice clearly is
still to watch online. And the church staff is committed to
making that available with the most authenticity and best
quality that we can. I’m grateful for the hard work of the
staff, including the video and sound technicians, who make
this possible. And I know I speak for the congregation when
I thank them for their hard work and dedicated efforts.
We’ve received such affirmation for the video offerings that
I anticipate even post-pandemic the services will continue
to be available online each week. Thank you to everyone for
your prayers and generous support during this extraordinary
chapter in the life of Christ’s Church. We continue to pray
for the strength and success of those who are working to
protect the public health.”

Continued from page 1
that time, Rev. Irvine Williams, with a request to start a
preschool at the church that included children with special
needs. Rev. Williams encouraged her initiative and took
it to the Session, which endorsed the idea and authorized
her to start a preschool. And so, in 1979, Nancy opened
her school in a Sunday School classroom, with only one
single teacher and a part-time assistant. Because of her hard
work, commitment, and capable skill, the school flourished
and grew. It has since become a national model for the
welcome and full inclusion of children with special needs
into early childhood education classrooms, creating a strong
foundation for every child’s future education.
When Nancy started the school, children with special
needs had minimal opportunities for education and
development. She saw this great need and used her ministry
as a proof of concept for the wider community. But the
paradigm-changing impact of her school’s example truly
spread through the witness of all the students, parents and
children, who recognized the power of her new vision. As
the school grew, it attracted the full spectrum of students
who required special needs for their development. Today
the school has 6 classrooms with 64 students. It employs
a staff of 15 — teachers, aides, an administrative assistant,
and director. The name of the school has changed from
Palma Ceia Presbyterian Preschool for Special Needs
Children to the Palma Ceia Presbyterian Preschool,
reflecting the way in which the model she pioneered was
no longer entirely unique, but had become the standard for
public and private preschools across the nation.
Nancy brought to bear a persistent and tireless advocacy
not only for children with special needs but for the
inclusion of children in the life of the church and in the
community in general. Her advocacy included careful
persuasion, academic journal articles, public lobbying,
and many compassionate conversations with parents,
grandparents, and, indeed, children. Nancy and the Palma
Ceia Presbyterian Preschool have received many awards
and honors including, amongst others, the following: the
national Scholastic Award for Director of the Year in an
Early Childhood Program; the Handprint Award from
St. John’s Presbyterian Learning Center, Tampa for child
advocacy; the University of South Florida De Laparte
Florida Mental Health Institute Community Partner
Award; and the Sarah Hill Brown Award for excellence in an
early childhood program, Presbyterian Church in the USA.
Nancy’s husband Tom and son Ryan are both elders at
the Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church, and are absolutely
bursting with pride as they reflect on her lifetime of service
and achievements. Her commitment to the school would

also not have been possible without countless advocates
who supported and enabled her throughout her career,
especially the Preschool staff and those who served on the
Preschool Committee. The first graduates of her school,
now in their early 40’s, include many teachers, artists,
physicians, and public servants. And a number of them
have brought their own children back as students of the
school. Some have even become teachers there themselves.
At their stated meeting in November, the Session took
action to elect Nancy “Preschool Director Emeritus,” a
sign of the congregation’s deep gratitude for her lifelong
commitment to children and the Church. Nancy intends
to continue her life and presence within the PCPC
community in worship and fellowship and looks forward
to her son Ryan and future daughter-in-law Emily’s
upcoming wedding at Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church!
Then little children were being brought to him in order
that he might lay his hands on them and pray. The
disciples spoke sternly to those who brought them; but
Jesus said,
“Let the little children come to me, and do
not stop them; for it is to such as these that the
kingdom of heaven belongs.”
And he laid his hands on them and went on his way.
			-Matthew 19:13-15

Pastor John

Reading Through the Gospel
of Mark During Lent
During the season of Lent,
PCPC will offer the opportunity
for parishioners to read together
slowly through the gospel of
Mark, the lectionary gospel
for this year. Starting on Ash
Wednesday (Feb. 17th) and continuing through Easter
Sunday (April 4th), on each day, the church will post a
video of a short reading from Mark’s Gospel. The readings
are intentionally slow and measured to offer time for
comprehension and contemplation. The videos of the
readings can be found on Facebook and YouTube at 6am
each day during Lent.
PCPC Life Winter 2021
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The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament
proclaims his handiwork.
An Ability Inclusive
Community Called Bethlehem
by Zach Grant, Director, Bethlehem Ministry

Left to our own devices we are terrible at knowing the
things in life that are really valuable. The story of Bethlehem
and Jesus’ birth there, which we are so concerned with
in Christmas, attest to this fact. The birth of a weak,
vulnerable child in an unprepared place of necessity, the
lowly manger, gives us little cause to hope for great things.
God is often about using things that the world considers
weak or unimportant to transform the world.
I asked my friend Chris, a young man with Down’s
syndrome, what he would name a new church. He said
Bethlehem. I didn’t like it at first. I thought a name that
seemed more original or that more explicitly said what
the new church was about would be better. But everyone
I talked to liked Bethlehem better. Bethlehem seemed
more natural, less contrived. My friends with disabilities
have often been my teachers. It’s proper that a church that
seeks to name, lift up, and lead by the gifts of people with
disabilities would be named by Chris.
Bethlehem seeks to be an ability inclusive community that
lifts up the gifts of people with disabilities, encouraging
and empowering them to lead us. In that way, it is a
worshiping community for people with disabilities. It also
seeks to be a community of relationships that cuts across the
lines of disability. By upending the categories that usually
define who serves and who is served, we hope to make a
worshiping community that is for everyone.
The birth of Christ in Bethlehem and his death on the
cross are both examples of God’s power in vulnerability
rather than strength. So, too, God sends out the church
in vulnerability, God’s power made perfect in weakness.
Perhaps you feel weak, and wonder how God might use
you for God’s good purposes. Perhaps you see the amazing
gifts of a loved one the world has labeled lowly or of little
importance. This might be the community God is calling
you to.

Thank you, Bonnie Givens!
After 14 years, Bonnie Givens retired this fall from her
service as Handbell Director at Palma Ceia Presbyterian
Church. Bonnie’s ministry included both the Trinity
Handbell choir (the adult handbell choir) and a Children’s
Handbell Choir, which she started and grew. With grace
and skill, she chose the music for the choirs, led the
rehearsals, illustrated the technique, and directed them in
worship. She nurtured within the handbell choir friendships
that also nurtured faith. Bonnie led the handbells in
offerings at worship services as well as a number of special
events in and outside the church walls. And all of this she
did as a generous volunteer.
PCPC’s Music Director Nancy Callahan said,
“The church has been fortunate to have Bonnie directing the
handbell program. And I have been fortunate to count Bonnie
as a friend. Her efforts have been a blessing not only to worship
but also to fellowship and the growth of the church’s music
program. Her faithful service for such an extended time is
remarkable.”
In her letter to the handbell choir announcing her
retirement, Bonnie said,
“It’s been my privilege and honor to share music making
with all of you, and it’s my sincere wish that the program
will continue to thrive long into the future. You have helped
to build it in to what it is today, and for that, I am grateful.
I appreciate the efforts great and small that you have made
which enable all of us to work together as a team. Handbells
is a unique and worthy musical art in and outside the church
walls. I hope you have been proud of all that we have shared
with each other and the congregation as a whole.”
Pastor John DeBevoise said,
“Psalm 100 says, “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord… Serve
the lord with gladness.” Bonnie Givens has done that as well
as anyone I know. Her handbell ministry was a great addition
and blessing to the worship services at Palma Ceia Presbyterian
Church.”

Thank you, Bonnie Givens, for faithfully directing
handbells at PCPC for 14 years.
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Psalm 19:1

The handbell collection at PCPC
consists of five octaves of adult
bells, two octaves of junior bells,
and three octaves of hand chimes.
That’s a total of 120 bells and
chimes!
Those wishing to send Bonnie a
note or a card may do so to her
home or to PCPC, c/o Bonnie
Givens: 3501 W. San Jose St.,
Tampa, FL 33629.

Thank You From The PCPC Witness & Service Committee
Thank you PCPC Congregation for your generous gifts in the COVID
(One Great Hour of Sharing), Pentecost, and Joy Offerings
Sometimes, we think our small gifts cannot make much difference in a big world beset with troubles on all sides. But just as
Jesus took a few loaves and fishes and fed thousands, your extremely unselfish financial gifts, plus food, clothing, computers
and PPE, have made a big difference for many people locally and around the world. PCPC’s Witness & Service Committee
has taken its responsibility to distribute your gifts very seriously. It has met weekly to make studied and serious decisions about
where the money should go, and it will continue to meet weekly until the end of the year when all the funds should have been
disbursed. Your gifts have been distributed to the following ministries serving people in need:

Local Ministries:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Abe Brown Ministries (prison ministry-clothing)
Beth-El Farm Worker Ministries (funds, food, PPE and
camp boxes and Joy Gift)
Created (Christian outreach to exploited women-gift
cards)
End 68 Hours of Hunger (funds, plus food and PPE)
Faith Café (funds to feed the homeless)
FED (“Feeding Every Disciple”- camp boxes and food)
Judeo Christian Health Clinic (gift cards and PPE)
Just Initiative (housing the poor and needy)
Kindness Matters (homeless outreach- gift cards and
other gifts)
Love Inc. (assists the needy to find necessary services in
the community)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Meals on Wheels (funds to feed our elderly population)
Metropolitan Ministries (funds to feed those with food
scarcity)
Pastors’ Discretionary Fund (for members in need)
PCPC Nursery Workers (gift cards)
RAMWI (women’s refugee ministry- gift cards)
Refugee Food Assistance (gift cards)
Resurrection House (housing and counselling to the poor
and needy- gift cards)
St John’s Learning Center (PPE for campus safety)
Tampa Urban Young Life (gift cards and computers)
Timothy Initiative (Christian help for addicts)
34th Street Church of Christ (Pastor’s Fund)

International Missions:
•
•

Honduras Mission (PPE for medical mission)
Health Access Connect (PPE for Uganda health care
outreach)

•

Village Partners International (food & a touch-free
thermometers for Haiti and Uganda)

“… For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty, and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in…”
											Matthew 25:34,35

A New Kind of New Years Resolution!
Most people make self-help New Year’s Resolutions: lose weight, exercise more, eat better, spend less screen
time. This year, why not make a Resolution to help others by volunteering to serve in a local ministry. This
year, the PCPC Witness and Service Committee encourages members to resolve to serve others as part of their
response to God’s blessings. A list of the local charities PCPC supports, their contact information and a brief
description of their mission and volunteer needs can be found at www.palmaceia.org
PCPC Life Winter 2021
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Adult Faith Formation Classes
Service: The Best Work of Life

Sundays, February 21st through March 28th, Class recordings
released weekly
The Witness & Service committee has put together a Lenten
class examining service both at PCPC and with our partner
ministries. In Matthew 25:40 Jesus says, “Whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you
did for me.” Over six weeks, this class will explore who, how,
and why we serve. Make this Lent a season to share your
time, talent, and treasure. Email will@palmaceia.org to get
on the email list.

For the Life of the World: Lenten Book Study

Sundays, February 21st through March 28th, at 10am on Zoom
Led by Rev. Will Wellman. This class will study the classic
theology text, For the Life of the World by the American
Orthodox priest and theologian Alexander Schmemann.
Originally written for students and seminarians, this
book became a widely popular text published in multiple
countries. We’ll study the book over six weeks and discuss
its challenging call to find our faith not in theories or
intellectual belief but in the shared communal life and
liturgy of the church. Books are available for free at the
church office (one per household, please). Email will@
palmaceia.org to get on the class email list.

The Bel-Mar Class: Loving One Another in A
Complicated World

To this end, we will examine biblical texts, contemporary
thinkers in the field of theology of disability, and hear
from people with disabilities and those engaged in ministry
alongside them. As we notice and celebrate the gifts of
people with disabilities for Christian mission, we will learn
better how God may use each of us to support the Church
and its mission. To join the class, please email Zach Grant
at zachariasgrant@gmail.com acock. The class is continuing
to examine the issues of systemic racism in the context of
the admonition that we love one another. Drop-ins to this
class are always welcome. To join the class email list, email
mpeacock@peacocklawfirm.com

Faith and Fiction
If you love to read and discuss books, consider joining the
PCPC Faith and Fiction book group. The group reads a
wide range of fiction and (occasionally) non-fiction books,
looking for evidence of faith in the lives of the characters.
The group meets monthly on the third Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.
via Zoom. For the Zoom link or with any questions, email
Charlene Tobie: ctobie@tampabay.rr.com
Here is the book selection for the next several months:
Jan. 19 Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger
Feb. 16 The Dutch House by Anne Patchett
March 16 Guests on Earth by Lee Smith
April 20 The Bookseller of Kabul by Asne Seierstad

Sundays at 10am on Zoom
Led by Rev. Mike Peacock. The class is continuing to
examine the issues of systemic racism in the context of the
admonition that we love one another. Drop-ins to this
class are always welcome. To join the class email list, email
mpeacock@peacocklawfirm.com

May 18 The Other Americans by Laila Lalami

Contemplation & Scripture: Lent

Oct. 19 The Splendid and the Vile by Erik Larson

Wednesdays, February 24th through March 31st, at 12pm on
Zoom
Join us on Zoom every Wednesday over Lent as we take a
break and pause for a service of reflection, prayer, and the
reading of scripture. We’ll join in fellowship weekly to renew
our spirits and practice the Christian disciplines of selfexamination and preparation. Email will@palmaceia.org to
get on the email list.

Mission and Disability in the Church

Meets Sundays at 9am from Feb. 21 – March 21 (2/21, 2/28,
3/7, 3/14, 3/21)
Led by Zach Grant, Director of Bethlehem Ministries.
This five-week class will be about exploring the gifts that
people with disabilities bring to the mission of the Church.
Additionally, we will address some practical elements of
working alongside people with disabilities and making the
Church a more inclusive place for people of all abilities.
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June 15 A Long Petal of the Sea by Isabel Allende
July 20 Pope Joan by Donna Woolfolk Cross
Aug. 17 The Alice Network by Kate Quinn
Sept. 21 Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd
Nov. 16 The Secret River by Kate Grenville
Dec. 21 The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett

Each week you can find:
• The weekly service bulletins at
www.palmaceia.org/bulletins
• PCPC’s latest videos at www.palmaceia.org/videos
• The Intercessory Prayer Sheet on
www.palmaceia.org/prayer-list
To add a name to the Prayer List, email
prayer@palmaceia.org
Subscribe to PCPC’s YouTube Channel! Search Palma
Ceia Communications to find us on YouTube.

Update from the Children &
Families Ministry Team

Children and Families
Upcoming Events

PCPC had its first ever “Service
and Snow Day” this year on
MLK Day! For the service aspect,
around 80 folks of all ages
gathered in the church parking
lot to fill and decorate 82 bags
with encouragement and hygiene
items for Anne and Abe Brown
Ministries.

Justice Seekers Feb 14, 21, 28, March 4 at 4pm
either outside at PCPC or on Zoom, stay tuned to
announcements each week as plans develop!

After blessing the bags, our 4th
& 5th grade Justice Seekers read a
prayer they wrote together:
“Dear God, we know how racism started, but we want to
know how it ends. Why do white people treat black people
wrong? It is not okay. We feel sad, angry, and frustrated. We
are determined to see equality for ALL. Thank you for being
loving, creative, and forgiving. Please help us to be more like
you by learning & helping others to fight for peace. AMEN.”

Human Sexuality and Faith Workshop Saturday, Feb
13th from 9:30am - 12 pm on Zoom. Email Allison@
palmaceia.org for the link. 5th and 6th grade boys and 4th,
5th, and 6th grade girls, and parents, are invited.
Ash Wednesday Feb 17th: Pick up pretzels ingredients,
recipe, and prayer at the Ash Wednesday services (12pm
in Sanctuary and 5-7pm outside) or in Fellowship Hall to
take home and make your own pretzels. Any age children or
“children at heart” are welcome to pick up a set.
The Lending Library is Back! Children and their families
are invited to check out books related to Lent, Easter,
justice, kindness, and humbly walking with God. The
books will be displayed for easy checkout in the Fellowship
Hall starting on Ash Wednesday and will be up until the
week following Easter.
Journey to Jerusalem - Sunday, March 28th from 4-6pm:
Walk through open self-guided stations outside the church
- all ages welcome

Confirmation

After packaging the bags, the kids and families took turns
playing in the snow. For some, it was the first time ever
seeing or touching snow!

This year’s Confirmation class will be postponed until next
year. We seek to best honor our students’ education while
also ensuring that we protect the value of the congregation
being able to celebrate alongside our students as they move
through Confirmation. The 2021 Confirmands will join
the 2022 Confirmands and will learn in tandem with each
other; making for an extra special experience next year!

For God’s foolishness is wiser than human
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger
than human strength.
				1 Corinthians 1:25

PCPC Life Winter 2021

|7

Youth Schedule for 2021 and
a New Devotional Resource
for Anyone
The youth ministry at PCPC is back in full swing!
Monday evening High School Bible study from
7:30-8:30pm via Zoom
Wednesday evening Middle School Youth Group
from 6:00-7:30pm in the outdoor area in front of the
Fellowship Hall
Wednesday evening High School Youth Group from
7:30-8:45pm in the outdoor area in front of the
Fellowship Hall
Sunday morning Formation X for middle schoolers from
10:00-10:45am via Zoom
We recognize that a new year offers us a great opportunity
to create new routines! 2020 was a hectic, challenging
year for every single one of us. The collective spiritual life
of the world surely ebbed and flowed in unique ways.
In light of this reality, we thought it would be helpful to
provide a year-long devotional to make 2021 a year to
draw near to God. Each Sunday at noon we will post a
new devotional to be used for the week ahead. It’s a quick,
simple devotional that is meant to offer a connection
point to our faith. This devotional is for EVERYONE -our middle school students, our high school students, our
parents, and for younger children!
We hope y’all will utilize it in the ways you think is most
effective. Maybe it’s a devotional you do as a family or
maybe it’s a devotional that’s done individually! There’s
not a wrong way to do it! We simply encourage y’all to
check it out and see if it’s something that helps create
intentionality in our relationships with God.
https://pcpcyouth.com/2021-devotional We hope you’ll
follow along with us through a spiritually meaningful
year!
-Rev. Kenny Hubbell
Chaplain of Youth & Director of Contemporary Worship

Followers of the Way is a non-denominational Bible Study
group of pastors that records their meetings on Zoom on
Mondays. The pastors read and discuss the Gospel reading
for the upcoming Sunday. The recordings are added to
www.palmaceia.org/videos on Monday afternoons.

You can tune in weekly and hear four PCPC Bible scholars
discussing the Gospel reading for the upcoming Sunday. Search
“Lectionary Call-In” on Spotify, Apple Podcasts, or YouTube for
a new episode every Tuesday.

Women’s Sunday Evening Bible
Study
Women of all ages are invited to join together in discussing
the lectionary readings for the day. This study gathers every
other Sunday at 7pm on Zoom for fellowship, prayer, and
conversation on the lectionary text for the day. If you’d like
to be placed on the study email list contact Pastor Nicole:
nicole@palmaceia.org.
Feb and March Meeting Dates:
Feb. 14, Feb. 28, March 14, March 28
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Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to
your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
Psalm 51:1
Exploring Membership
Whether or not your church background is Presbyterian,
we welcome you to our congregation!
God calls us to worship, to be in regular fellowship with one
another, and to serve. You do not need to be a member of
our church in order to do any of these — but many have
found that formally uniting with a local church body is
a commitment that brings to them a sense of belonging,
the challenge to grow in their faith, and an opportunity to
use their talents and experience in the service of God. It’s
exciting to be a part of something so much bigger than we
are!
Visitors and prospective members are invited to attend a
virtual hospitality class to learn more about Palma Ceia
Presbyterian. Hospitality sessions are offered approximately
once a month. Contact Susan Frost, Receptionist, at the
church office for the schedule and more information.

Thank you, Outgoing Elders,
and Welcome, New Elders!
With gratitude for three years of service on the Session of
PCPC, we say, “Well done, good and faithful servants!”
Many thanks to the Class of 2020: Trey Carswell, Paul
Clark, Amy Fitzsimmons, Robin Flournoy, Wendell
Gaertner, Leah Maurer, Susan Peacock, Patricia Pead,
Robert Stern, Diggs Vann, Earl Whitlock and David
Winter.
Please welcome to the Session those who were ordained and
installed into active service on January 24th: Shelley Barger,
Barbara Casey, Lauren Dicks, Richard Gilbert, Nelson
Guagliardo, Erin Holcombe, Mary Beth Hunt,
Sara Mickelson, Donald Pierson, Thomas Rydberg,
Charlene Tobie, and Thom VanderKlipp.

If you are interested in becoming a member of Palma Ceia
Presbyterian Church, you can join the church in 1 of 3 ways
at a time that is convenient for you:
•

Reaffirmation of Faith (baptized but not recently
active in a church)

•

Transfer of Letter (recently active in a church)

•

Profession of Faith (never baptized)

For those who are interested in exploring joining through
Reaffirmation or Profession of Faith there will be a virtual
Hospitality Class held on April 11, 2021 from 10:0010:50am. To sign up for the class and receive the Zoom link
please email Susan Frost at receptionist@palmaceia.org.
If you will be joining by Transfer of Letter and are ready
to move forward with membership at PCPC there will
be a Membership Meeting on Sunday, March 7, 2021 at
10:00am. The meeting will last approximately 30 minutes.
To sign up for the membership meeting, please email Susan
Frost at receptionist@palmaceia.org and let her know if you
prefer to meet in-person (following CDC guidelines and
protocol) or virtually. If you will be joining by Transfer of
Letter and have questions or would like to learn more about
PCPC prior to joining please sign up to attend the abovementioned Hospitality Class.

Top step: Tom Rydberg, Mary Beth Hunt, Barbara Casey,
Lauren Dicks, and Erin Holcomb
Middle Steps: Nelson Guagliardo, Thom VanderKlipp,
Richard Gilbert
Ground: Charlene Tobie, Shelley Barger, Donald Pierson,
Sara Mickelson

Again, we are grateful for your participation and look
forward to serving Christ alongside of you!
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Praying During Lent
by Rev. John DeBevoise
On Wednesday, February 17th, the church enters the
season of Lent, a time for increasing our attention to
practices of Christian faith as a way of nurturing and
strengthening our faith. Chronologically, Lent takes the
faithful on the journey from Ash Wednesday to Easter
Sunday (April 4th). I think of it as a kind of Spring
Training for Christian faith.
Two practices we can work on that are at the heart of the
Christian faith are intentional daily scripture reading and
prayer.
Be attentive to the Lenten call to prayer and scripture
reading.
This Lent, you are encouraged to join the pastors in
praying everyday at 7:30am or 5pm for the church, the
community, and the needs of the world. To commit even
two minutes to prayer at that time is, for many, an act of
unity and a practice of faithfulness.
During Lent, consider surrendering those minutes to
prayer. If you don’t start right on February 17th, come
along on the day you can. If you fall off for several days,
climb back on.
The content of one’s prayer is personal and free. But, as a
pattern is often helpful, here is a template that can be used,
supplementing it with silence, and the simple repetition
“The Lord is my Shepherd.”
A pattern for a reoccurring Lenten prayer:
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right
spirit within me. Thank you for the way, the truth, and the
life, made known to is in Jesus Christ.
Father, forgive my sins as I try to forgive those who have
sinned against me. Pour out the mercy you have revealed
to us in Jesus Christ. Help me to love you, O Lord, with
all my heart, soul, and mind, and teach me how to love
my neighbor as myself. I lift my heart in gratitude for the
blessings so generously poured out from your creation
and providence, Creator. Hear my prayer for these specific
friends, those in need, and this hurting world. (Silence is
kept as specific names and places are lifted up).
You are my Shepherd, Loving God, so I give you my
worries, challenges, needs, and ask you to guide me as I
walk forward. Take the hours in my life ahead and lead
me to use them in ways that fulfill your purposes and
intentions.
I lift up before you the poor, the hungry, the sick, the
grieving, the oppressed, the discouraged, those working for
justice, and all those you love.
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I pray as Jesus taught us, saying;
‘Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and
deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever, Amen.’”
Across Lent, you are invited to join the pastors from
PCPC in praying for the prayer requests sent to
prayer@palmaceia.org and printed on the Intercessory
Prayer Sheet found in the sanctuary entrance table or at
www.palmaceia.org/prayer-list

Note From The Finance
Committee
The pandemic has created many challenges for PCPC and
some of those have been an increase in the cost of worship.
The pastors have devised many new ways to continue to
keep our congregation engaged and able to continue to
worship. These additional expenses have been covered by the
con-tinued generosity of our congregation. Unprecedented
giving during the last quarter of 2020 enabled PCPC to end
the year financially sound.
There certainly seems to be a light at the end of this
pandemic tunnel, but we still face uncertainty. We are
grateful to all of you who have made a pledge for 2021. As
you know, the programs of the church, the mission work,
and most importantly our ability to continue to worship
are dependent on the pledges and donations made by the
congregation. If you have not made a pledge for 2021 please
consider doing so. This can be done at www.palmaceia.org/
pledge.
Again, the generosity of the congregation of PCPC is
overwhelming. Thank you.
Becky Charles
Chairman, Finance Committee

Noventis online contributions are being received
by the church but with no donor name. If it is
you, please contact Finance Director, Leslie Darr:
finance@palmaceia.org or office 813.253.6047

We are collecting computers
to donate!
Since Summer 2020,
Russell Johnson of Tampa
Urban Young Life has been
refurbishing used computers
and donating them to students
and schools in need due to the
pandemic. It’s our turn to join
in the effort, starting with Plant High School! We now have
a great way to donate your used laptop and desktop PCs to
help students!
When schools closed in March 2020, computers were
provided to as many students in need as possible.
Unfortunately, right now there aren’t enough to go around,
so many students are falling behind. Russell Johnson of
Tampa Urban Young Life (TUYL) has been collecting and
refurbishing computers, donating them to local students
and schools in need. This drive provides refurbished
computers to Plant High and other schools to help alleviate
shortages and also to students through TUYL.
How to donate? It’s easy! Just bring computer donations
to the Fellowship Hall anytime Sunday through Friday
8AM – 6PM. You can remove your data before donating, or
PCPC’s computer specialist will wipe the hard drive clean
before making minor repairs as needed.

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came
to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God has come near;
repent, and believe in the good news.”

Minimum requirements:
•

Computer equipment must be in working condition
(including the camera) while using the power cord.

•

Flat-screen monitors are the ONLY monitors
accepted with desktop computers – please no CRT
monitors.

•

Contact John Wells (jdwells01@gmail.com) with
questions

Don’t have a used computer to donate? How about buying
a new tablet or laptop for the school’s students to use? These
are on Plant High’s wish list:
•

Any tablet with webcam/camera

•

Laptop with webcam

THANKS FOR YOUR FAITHFUL SUPPORT!

				Mark 1:14-15
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Follow us on:
Facebook
www.facebook.com/PalmaCeiaPresbyterianChurch
Twitter @palmaceiapres
Instagram @PCPChurch
Website www.palmaceia.org

Important Dates Ahead
Wed., February 17th: Ash Wednesday
Sunday, February 21st: 1st Sunday of Lent
Sunday, February 28th: 2nd Sunday of Lent
Sunday, March 7th: 3rd Sunday of Lent;
Communion Sunday
Sunday, March 14th: 4th Sunday of Lent
Sunday, March 21st: 5th Sunday of Lent
Sunday, March 28th: Palm Sunday
Thursday, April 1st: Maundy Thursday
Friday, April 2nd: Good Friday

Sign Up For PCPC
Lenten Devotional
emails
Join us as we journey as a church through Lent!
PCPC has put together a daily devotional that
will be emailed out each morning throughout
Lent and contain a Scripture text from the
Lectionary, a short reflection, and a prayer. All
reflections are written by members and staff of
PCPC. Sign up at www.palmaceia.org or email
Susan Frost receptionist@palmaceia.org to get
on the email list.

Sunday, April 4th: Easter Sunday

-Matthew 25:408

