PCPC Stewardship Campaign 2021

Faith, Hope, and Love:
Abide these 3 but the greatest of these is love
Dear Friends,
Please join us on our journey toward faith, hope and love — our 2021 Stewardship Campaign!
We need and desire your presence, prayers, and participation to support the ministry of Christ’s Church in the year ahead.
One thing 2020 has taught us is that our journey to the future is always going to be in some way different than what
we plan. Church worship and programing since March has been quite different than what we assumed with confidence a
year ago. We didn’t figure in a pandemic and -- like schools, businesses, and everything else -- it’s all been a challenge.
I’m very grateful for the way with this congregation and staff have adapted
and come forward with adaptability, perseverance, generosity, creativity, and even
cheerfulness in their worship, ministry, and compassionate outreach.
What will we do about next year?
•

We will continue to vigorously engage in compassionate outreach.

•

We will work persistently to make faith formation opportunities available
to children, youth, and adults. We expect a hybrid of virtual and in-person
opportunities.

•

We will creatively find new ways for you, our congregation members, to connect in
Christian fellowship in ways that also value community health.

•

We’ve already opened worship services on Sundays, but we will also keep bringing
forward worship online for all of 2021.

•

We don’t know fully what 2021 will bring. We have ideas, but we will be prepared to adapt and change course. We
also know that we will journey faithfully forward because God is calling us to be Christ’s Church in the world. We
don’t have an exact road map, but we have the scriptures, we have the testimony of the Spirit, and we have the
experience of the community of faith before us.

The stewardship season is your opportunity to support our church’s journey in the year ahead. Prayerfully
considering and turning in a pledge card demonstrates your financial commitment to travel with faith, hope, and love
into the challenges and opportunities in the future. Your pledge for 2021, combined with those of our church
community, will establish our budget for 2021 as we follow God’s call into the year ahead.
Let’s go on this journey together!

“Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do
know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him…” 1 John 3:2

Pastor John DeBevoise

Stewardship
at PCPC

What is a Stewardship Campaign?
It’s the annual effort by the community of a church to ask those who care about the vision, mission, and ministry of the
church to make a pledge of what they hope to contribute financially to the church in the year ahead. It’s an act of spiritual
discipline, an active step of faith, by which one responds to the call of Jesus Christ in one’s life.

Why is Stewardship important to PCPC’s Vision?
PCPC’s Vision states: We are called to be a community of disciples in Jesus Christ, who, seeking unity in the faith, are
living out our lives in joyful obedience to God’s Word. Worshipping Christ, learning in Christ, growing in Christ, caring with
Christ, acting for Christ, reformed in Christ. As a community of Jesus’s disciples, it is our unified responsibility to provide a
means for PCPC to continue to worship, learn, grow, care, and act for Christ.

Why is Stewardship important to PCPC’s Operations?
The stewardship pledges (what members estimate they will contribute to PCPC in
2021) are necessary for the church to establish the 2021 budget for the mission
and ministry of the church for the year ahead. Without pledges, our journey into
2021 will be even more unknown than it is today.

What is PCPC’s Stewardship Campaign goal for 2021?
To achieve the same funding as 2020, PCPC needs to receive commitments of $1,650,000 from our
church community. To step out further, in need and faith, we hope to raise $1,850,000 in pledges. With
normal cost increases and pandemic costs (online production, cleaning protocols, etc.), we hope you will
please help us meet this goal as we journey into 2021!

How can I help PCPC achieve its Stewardship Campaign goal for 2021?
Complete and submit a pledge form! PCPC recognizes that everyone has a different ability to give and all gifts are valued
and make a real difference. Your pledge form will indicate what you estimate contributing to PCPC in 2021. Your pledge
and future gifts are shared confidentially with the PCPC Finance Office.
1.
		
		
2.
3.

You can complete the pledge form enclosed in this newsletter and mail it to PCPC’s office or 		
drop it off in our contactless secure mailbox in the parking lot. Extra pledge forms are in the 		
church office.
Email the pledge form to our Finance Office at finance@palmaceia.org.
Visit www.palmaceia.org/pledge and submit your pledge electronically.

For assistance, contact Leslie, PCPC’s Finance Director, at Finance@palmaceia.org.

How do I fulfill my financial pledge?
You can fulfill your pledge by making financial gifts to PCPC. We have a variety of ways for you to give:
1. www.palmaceia.org/give to make one-time gifts or set up recurring gifts through a credit or debit card.
2. Mail your gift to the church office.
3. Drop your gift off at the church office or in the secure mailbox in the parking lot.
4. Put your gift in the offering plates during worship.
		
You can also provide gifts through appreciated stock, matching gifts from employers, and grants from family 		
		 foundations.

How long is the Stewardship Campaign?

The Stewardship Campaign will conclude November 22nd, the Sunday before Thanksgiving, with a Stewardship
Celebration! We will gratefully accept pledges through the end of the year, but we encourage you to send in your pledges
NOW to set the pace for this campaign and help us reach our goal!

Managing God’s Gifts to PCPC
How does PCPC use YOUR gifts?

PCPC’s Session, our governing body, is made up of 36 PCPC Members. The Session is responsible
for managing the church’s finances, but they are guided by the hard work of an excellent finance
committee, and an experienced board of trustees. Together they manage the operating budget,
the church’s foundation and designated gifts, and the physical assets. Planned Giving is nurtured
by the Covenant Circle, a group of PCPC members who share the narrative of their decision to
remember the church in their wills.

Ministry
at PCPC

The officers at PCPC have called for us to seek excellence in worship, music,
faith formation, and children’s ministry as a central part of our mission.

Worship
Worship in the church had to morph into an online presence as it did for the church around the world.
Thank God for the team of folks at PCPC who brought that to bear quickly with excellence, dependability,
and substance. The impact has been such that through our online ministry, our viewership has expanded well
beyond the congregation to now include other states across the nation. The officers have made a commitment
to continue the online presentation of the worship services through 2021 and into the future.
Our musicians heroically moved from live worship to online worship. Though the shift was difficult
and unprecedented for PCPC, it was achieved with emotional connection, substance, relevance, and familiar
melodies.

Faith Formation

Children, Youth, & Adult Ministries
Faith Formation is an important part of PCPC’s ministry. Our Faith Formation programs are provided for
children, families, youth, and adults. Some of the programs and activities provided include bible study,
special events, classes on Sundays, and other activities to help build our FAITH. Faith Formation at PCPC is
led by the Rev. Will Wellman and Allison Kelly.

How does one do Faith Formation in a period where we must maintain social distancing?
Under the good leadership of Rev. Ken Hubbell, Rev. Will Wellman, Allison Kelly, Nancy Creedon, Kelly McCord, and Jodi
Traster, the online gatherings, special events, phone calls, and Zoom meetings, we have kept the spirit alive. We are
thankful for the financial support, volunteers, and prayers that make our Faith Formation Ministries possible.

With every other school in the country, it was a profound question as to whether PCPC’s preschool could
open this fall. But the incredible leadership of Nancy Little (Founder and Director for over 44 years) and Meg Pabst
(Assistant Director), as well as the excellent teachers and staff, paved the way for reopening on September 8, 2020.
We surround them with prayers and step out with courage and faith every day.
We remember that Jesus Christ said, “Let the children come unto me, for such is the kingdom of heaven.” And
we tried to discover the best way and new ways in a pandemic year of welcoming children and loving our neighbors
as ourselves. Your generous support of PCPC Youth and Children’s Ministries and your prayers have made this possible.

Compassionate Outreach
Through PCPC

Compassionate Outreach at Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church has been
a hallmark of our life together in 2020.
In addition to our feeding ministries, the congregation has generously supported direct aid for housing and
operations for our many ministry partners in Hillsborough County. Our Witness and Service Committee has faithfully
distributed these gifts to individuals and partner benevolent institutions. Please check out our website to see all of
PCPC’s mission partners! Some of these organizations include:

• End 68 Hours of Hunger
• Faith Café
• Beth-El Farmworker Ministries
• Abe Brown Ministries
• Metropolitan Ministries
• FED Ministries
• Timothy Initiative
• Meals on Wheels
• Love Inc.,
• Kindness Matters

Hands & Arms Around the World

Where we do outreach:
• Florida
• The Southeast
• The Caribbean
• Mombin Crochu, Haiti
• Honduras
• Papoli, Uganda

What we do:
• Education
• Medical
• Dental
• Feeding ministry
• Community support projects
• Hurricane relief

We are called to be a community of disciples in Jesus Christ,
who, seeking unity in the faith, are living out our lives
in joyful obedience to God’s Word:
worshipping Christ,
learning in Christ,
growing in Christ,
caring with Christ,
acting for Christ,
reformed in Christ.

What is our hope for the 2021 budget?
We are prayerfully hoping to match 2020 giving of $1,650,000
and exceed it to $1,850,000 to provide for current needs, increased
costs, and some new ways of offering ministry.
With “your” help, as well as each PCPC member, we can achieve it!

During Thanksgiving week, the pastors and Bert will ring the steeple
bell for “each pledge” received by Thanksgiving (November 26th).
Turn in a pledge and the bell rings out!

Ring the steeple bell yourself! Turn in your pledge and email
communications@palmaceia.org to arrange a time.

Please join our journey with faith, hope, and
love into 2021. We pray you will commit your
pledge to allow PCPC to continue to help our
congregation and neighbors.

