
  8:30 & 11:00 am 

G A T H E R I N G  

Chiming of the Hour 

Welcome 

Call To Worship:  Psalm 119: 105-112   

      L:  Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  
 

      P:  I have sworn an oath and confirmed it, to observe your                
           righteous ordinances.  
 

      L:  I am severely afflicted; give me life, O Lord, according to  
           your word.  
 

      P:  Accept my offerings of praise, O Lord, and teach me your  
           ordinances.  
 

      L:  I hold my life in my hand continually, but I do not forget  
           your law.  
 

      P:  The wicked have laid a snare for me, but I do not stray from  
           your precepts.  
 

      L:  Your decrees are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my  
           heart.  
 

      P:  I incline my heart to perform your statutes forever, to the  
           end.  
 

      L:  Let us worship God, whose word is a lamp to our feet and a  
           light to our path.  

Invocation 

Hymn:  # 306  “Fairest Lord Jesus”                                               Crusaders’ Hymn 

Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature, O Thou of God to earth 

come down.  Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, Thou, my 

soul’s glory, joy, and crown. 
 

Fair are the meadows, Fairer still the woodlands, Robed in the 

blooming garb of spring: Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, Who 

makes the woeful heart to sing. 
 

Fair is the sunshine, Fairer still the moonlight, And all the 

twinkling, starry host: Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines 

purer, Than all the angels heaven can boast. 

                                            

Prayer of Confession and Intercession: 

Loving God, we confess that we have turned away from Your love and 
Your ways. We follow the ways of the world, ways of greed and envy, 
pride and consumption. We have forgotten the beauty of the earth and 
the beauty of humanity. We turn away from relationships towards work 
we find pressing or issues we find demanding our attention. We forget 
Your ways of love and compassion, forgiveness and understanding. We 
forget Your call for justice and reconciliation and instead seek fairness 
only for ourselves. Forgive us, O God, for so quickly forgetting how 
much You love us, how You sent Your Son for us, and the  
commandments of Christ to love our neighbors as ourselves.  
Forgive us, renew us and restore us, O God. In the name of Christ  
Jesus, we pray.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

Passing of the Peace    

T H E  W O R D  

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Lesson:  Matthew 13: 1-9                                                Pew Bible, NT Pg. 13                                                                             

Time with the Children 
Children of all ages are invited to the chancel steps. As the children come 
forward and as they leave the congregation can join in singing “What does 
the Lord require of you? To seek justice, and love kindness, and 
walk humbly with your God.”  

Prayer of Dedication and Offering   

Offertory:  “God of Great and God of Small”                                 Natalie Sleeth 

                             The Yockey Family (Faith, Evan, Claire, and Elliot)  

                                                                                  

 

 

Scripture Lesson:  Matthew 13: 18-23                             Pew Bible, NT Pg. 14  

                           

Sermon                                                                                           Nicole Partin Abdnour  

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer          (...forgive us our debts….) 

                                                                                                                                              Hymnal Pg. 16 

Affirmation of Faith:  “The Apostles’ Creed”                               Hymnal Pg. 14 

S E N D I N G  

Hymn:  # 298  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”                 In Babilone 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in God’s justice, Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows are more felt than up in 

heaven; There is no place where earth’s failings have such 

kindly judgment given.  
 

For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind; 

And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, We would gladly trust God’s 

Word; And our lives reflect thanksgiving for the goodness of our 

Lord. 

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude:  “Fugue in B Minor, BWV 544b”                                                   J. S. Bach                                     

                                 

 

 

 

 

Please turn off cell phones and pagers during services. Nursery is provided at all services; silent pagers are available.  

SANCTUARY SERVICE 
   



Nursery is provided at all services; silent pagers are available.   
Please turn off cell phones and pagers during services. 
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Matthew 13:1-9 
 

13That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside 

the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around him that he got 

into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: 

“Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some 

seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 
5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have 

much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no 

depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; 

and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds 

fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some 

a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with 

ears listen!”  
 

 

 
 

 

 

Matthew 13:18-23 
 

18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears 

the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil 

one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this 

is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on 

rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and  

immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no 

root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or  

persecution arises on account of the word, that person  

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among 

thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of 

the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it 

yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil,  

this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who 

indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in 

another sixty, and in another thirty.”  
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  

Maker of heaven and earth.  
 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  

 Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  

born of the Virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried;  

 He descended into hell;  

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

 He ascended into heaven,  

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  

 from thence He shall come to judge  

the quick and the dead.  
  

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  

the holy catholic church;  

the communion of saints;  

the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

“Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we  

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us  

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever.”  Amen.   

 

http://www.creeds.net/ancient/descendit.htm

