
Lent is a season of preparation. Preparation not only for the celebration of the resurrection, Easter, but also preparation for 
living the Christian life. Christians come to Lent as an annual season in the same way that baseball players come to Spring 
Training. Some of them may be rookies, some of them may be veterans, some of them may be in their last season, but Spring 
Training is a discipline of exercise and practice that is a productive preparation for all of them. It’s a season of six Sundays that 
is very helpful. That’s about 1/8 of the entire year, and it involves a re-tuning and a practicing of core skills that leads us to 
reflection and strategy for the rest of the season. It’s a time to remember what our goal is, and that we travel towards the goal 
together as a team, as a Christian family. 

In this season at PCPC, we are offering opportunities through bible study, faith formation, worship, and holy conversation to 
help the team practice the core skills together. The basic skills are scripture reading and interpretation, prayer, an intentional 
effort towards good works, and the letting go of, putting behind us, or repenting of actions that may make us lazy or 
undermine our living as servants of Jesus Christ. 

At PCPC, the Vespers service always has a central focus on prayer. But this year in Lent, each Vespers service (which last about 
30 minutes) will offer the opportunity to experience different forms of prayer, and the sharing of prayer with a small group as a 
way of strengthening our Christian living. The Vespers services begin at 6pm on Sunday evenings, are typically in the Chapel, 
and also include the sacrament of communion. 

Ash Wednesday is February 26th. There will be 3 Ash Wednesday services at PCPC and one at Bel-Mar Presbyterian. One 
in the morning, one midday, and two in the evening. Ash Wednesday serves as the opening day of Lent and, appropriately, 
emphasizes the season by putting an emphasis on repentance — letting 
go of destructive practices and taking on the strengthening of Christian 
disciplines. 

One of the ways baseball players signify that they’re on the team, 
that they’re serious about participating, that it’s important to them, 
is by showing up for spring practice. It’s the work of sharpening and 
strengthening skills, and also a participation that identifies one with the 
team. There’s an excitement that comes with Spring Training beginning. 
I think that’s also true for Christians who enter seriously into Lent. 
Regardless of the past season, the one before is as a new one. 
Hope to see you on the 26th.

Pastor John
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But God proves his love for us in that while we 
still were sinners Christ died for us.  

 -Romans 5:8

... from the  Pastor’s Desk 
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 lent season  2020WORSHIP CALENDAR
Regular Service Times*
8:30 & 11:00 am – Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
9:00 am – Contemporary (Connection) Worship in the Gym 
6:00pm – Vespers Service in the Chapel – 30-minute service 
of quiet scripture, reading, prayer, and contemplation. The 
sacrament of communion is always served.
*unless otherwise noted

Sunday, February 23: Pancake Sunday
Stop by the Fellowship Hall throughout the 
morning for a hearty breakfast before Lent 
begins.
Evening: Confirmation Ceremony. 
Contact Ken@palmaceia.org for the exact time.

Wednesday, Feb 26: Ash Wednesday
All services include the imposition of ashes.
8:30am- PCPC Chapel
12pm- PCPC Chapel
5:30pm- Bel-Mar Presbyterian Sanctuary
6:30pm- PCPC Sanctuary

Sunday, March 1: Communion Sunday/Lent 1

Wednesday, March 4
12pm Contemplation & Scripture Lenten Service 
in the Chapel

Sunday, March 8: Lent 2

Wednesday, March 11
12pm Contemplation & Scripture Lenten Service 
in the Chapel

Sunday, March 15: Lent 3/Strawberry 
Shortcake Sunday
Stop by the Fellowship Hall across the morning 
for strawberry shortcake to kick off the Beth-El 
Food Drive!
6pm - Special Vespers Service: Concert by 
Franklin & Marshall College Chamber Singers

Wednesday, March 18
12pm Contemplation & Scripture Lenten Service 
in the Chapel

Sunday, March 22: Lent 4

Wednesday, March 25
12pm Contemplation & Scripture Lenten Service 
in the Chapel

Sunday, March 29: Lent 5
11am - Guest preacher Dr. Miroslav Volf, 
Professor of Systematic Theology at Yale Divinity School, 
in the Sanctuary
5pm - Vespers Service
6pm - Lecture by Dr. Miroslav Volf

Wednesday, April 1
12pm Contemplation & Scripture Lenten Service 
in the Chapel

Sunday, April 5: Palm Sunday
4pm Tampa Oratorio Singers Spring Concert. Tickets 
available in the church office for PCPC members. Tickets 
also available at www.tostampa.org.

Wednesday, April 8
12pm Contemplation & Scripture Lenten Service 
in the Chapel 
No Wednesday Night Dinner today

April 9: Maundy Thursday
Soup Dinner in Fellowship Hall

April 10: Good Friday

April 12: Easter Sunday

Newly Ordained and Installed Elders
(Class of 2022)

L to R: Scott Stichter, Kevin Iurato, Karla Kirkwood, 
Mary Taggart, Yvonne Woods, Jeffrey Reynolds, Frank Brawley, 
Courtney Rice, Karen Barrera, Kristopher Fernandez, 
Paul Puryear, Pat Spears, Shirley Looper, Rick McClintock



 

WEDDINGS:
11/17/19 Kathryn Annis Wilson & Timm Raymond
 Sweeney
12/07/19 Caroline Darrell Huerta & John Jacob Kennedy
02/01/20 Militza De Jesus & Jubin Mathew

BIRTHS:
11/17/19 Malin Jane Baldwin, 
 daughter of Emily & Hannibal Baldwin
11/29/19 James Hudson Linhart, 
 son of Tom and Julie Linhart
12/2/19 Essie Jay Reynolds, 
 daughter of Nicole and Ryan Reynolds
12/20/19 Codie Margaret Vann, 
 daughter of Katherine and Andrew Vann
1/18/20 Thomas Michael Palmer, 
 son of Bri Anne (McKeon) & Drew Palmer
02/02/20 Turner Thomas Ownby, 
 son of Alyssa & Justin Ownby

BAPTISMS:
11/29/19  James Hudson Linhart, 
 son of Julie & Tom Linhart
12/08/19 Cameron Grace Woods, 
 daughter of Meghan & Kevin Woods
12/28/19 Evangeline Grace Carlock, 
 daughter of Rachel & Ryan Carlock
12/29/19 Sol Sofia Lamphier, 
 daughter of Luisa Mendez & Trevor Lamphier
02/02/20 Alice Branch Faber, 
 daughter of Anne & Robert Faber

DEATHS:
12/11/19 RuthAnne Ferrell               
12/29/19 Joe Reineman                
01/03/20 Mark Hanley Gibbons
01/15/20 Warren W. Toole
02/11/20 Sandy Reddick

NEW MEMBERS:
12/8/19 Canon & Lisa Coleman
12/15/19 Jenny Molloy & Allen Craig 

TRANFERS:
11/25/19 Jeremy & Kara Franker to Coral Ridge
 Presbyterian Church in Ft. Lauderdale
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Jesus Our Mirror
A Lenten Devotional Prayer by Bill Wallof

Father God, we praise you for your son Jesus Christ.

-We thank you for the kindness and wisdom we see in his 
life as he dwelt amongst us.

-We thank you for his humility and how he did not play to 
the favor of the crowd or appeal to the use of the spectacular.

-For his willingness to drink from the cup of the suffering 
servant.

-For his courage and fortitude to face physical pain, 
humiliation and loneliness.

In this Lenten season, hold him up as a mirror for us that we 
might see how far away we are from him.

Today we pray for our nation and the world. Help us as a 
church and a people to win the hard peace for a world so 
torn by hatred and revenge. Forgive your children’s warring 
madness.

We pray for our leaders, our president and his advisors. 
Give them wisdom and humility as they face decisions of 
complexity that impact everyone. Deliver us as a nation 
from arrogance that can come with power. Make us your 
servants that we may find solutions for the suffering of 
poverty and cruelty of oppression we see in places like Haiti 
and Africa. Teach us how to defend this nation without 
resorting to the same evil we so detest in others.

We pray for the welfare of your church in this time. Use 
her to boldly proclaim the truth we find about life in Jesus 
Christ. Give her effective words to proclaim the gospel of 
life to peoples trapped by the darkness of death. Forgive her 
with the preoccupation with the trivial and for any smallness 
of vision given the task at hand.

In a world of economic complexity, we pray for those 
who are unemployed by no choice of their own or those 
whose identity is closely tied to work lost; whose plans and 
dreams have been sidetracked if not crushed by their lack of 
financial resources.

Finally we pray for those who face illness of mind and body. 
Use us to be agents of your healing and your peace in our 
lives. Sustain us all with the presence of your Spirit.

And may the Good News that Easter brings never be 
trivialized by our failure to be struck by awe in what 
you have done for this world in the resurrection. Enable 
the peoples of the earth to choose the abundant life you 
intended for your creation.

We make our prayer in the name of Jesus who taught us how 
to approach you saying… Our Father….

For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face 
to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, 
even as I have been fully known. (I Corinthians 13:12)



“One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that
comes from the mouth of God.” Matthew 4:4
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One Great Hour of 
Sharing Offering
March 22-April 5, 2020

“One Great Hour of Sharing” (OGHS) 
is an international offering in which PCPC participates 
every year. The goal? Restoring Hope, Feeding the Hungry, 
Empowering the Poor. This year PCPC is dedicating 
its OGHS Offering to the Nutrition Program in 
Mombin Crochu, Haiti. Though it’s called “One Great 
HOUR…” the offering runs much longer than that! We’ll 
be collecting in church and online March 22nd-April 5th.

The Nutrition Program 
of Mombin Crochu, 
Haiti was formed 
by Village Partners 
International, in 
partnership with 
Mombin Crochu 
Hospital, in 2018 to 

address the fact that, within one year, 26 children in the 
surrounding area had died from severe malnutrition. In 
Haiti, 1/5 children are malnourished; 1/10 are acutely 
malnourished, and 1/14 will die before reaching 5 years of 
age. For those children who suffer severe malnutrition in 
the 1st 2 years of life, irreversible permanent physical and 
mental disabilities occur, and with the suppression of the 
immune system, these children are much more susceptible 
to disease and death.

A pilot program was implemented, consisting of 
Assessment, Inpatient Treatment, Outpatient Treatment, 
Community Based Therapy, and Family Education. 
During the first year, 14,887 children were assessed for 
malnutrition, 49 babies were treated for Severe Acute 
Malnutrition, and 83 children were treated for Moderate 
Acute Malnutrition.

Thanks for your support of 
END 68 HOURS OF HUNGER!
As our February food drive is wrapping up, a word of 
thanks from up to 600 school children in our community 
for your ongoing commitment and support! Your 
compassion and dedication to End 68 Hours of Hunger 
are giving needy children opportunities to learn and grow 
without fear of hunger. Please keep these children in your 
prayers and join the effort by contacting Terri Kirkland 
at territkirkland@gmail.com. As always, your food and 
monetary donations are needed and welcome! Visit our 
website at https://www.end68hoursofhunger.org/find-
your-community/florida/tampa to use PayPal or credit 
card, and be sure to note “Tampa, FL”. Food donations 
can continue to be brought to the church office. 
Remember that small quantity cans are needed so that 
children can carry them in a backpack! A list of suggested 
items can be found at www.end68hoursofhunger.org.

Beth-El Food Drive: 
March 15-April 5.
Help Beth-El Farmworker Ministry provide a bag of food 
for an average of 500-550 families each week.

FOOD ITEMS NEEDED

• Flour

• Canned Fruits & Vegetables

• Rice

• Pasta

• Beans

• Cereal 

• Canned processed meat (in small cans for lunch 
in the fields)

Paper bags and drop-off bins will be located around the 
church starting March 15th. Thank you for your generosity!

Strawberry Shortcake Sunday: 
March 15th
To Kick off the Beth-El Food Drive

Stop by the Fellowship Hall across the morning for 
strawberry shortcake!



 

 PCPC Life Lent 2020 | 5

The results showed 
that 92% of the 
children improved, 
with those not 
improving having 
underlying disease 
such as HIV. Many 
of the children 
would not have 
survived without 
treatment from the 
Nutrition Program. 

The importance of the Nutrition Program to the 
community is critical. With God’s grace, it will 
continue.
We cannot save the world, this is true.
But if we can touch one person, then another, then 
another...our job is perhaps complete, and God’s grace and 
light will fill the darkness.

Donations to the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 
can be made in the offering plates on Sundays, by 
mailing or dropping off a check to the church office 
and put “One Great Hour of Sharing in the memo,” or 
online at palmaceia.org/giving.

The dollars raised will impact the infants and children not 
only in an acute, life-saving way, but also for their future.

With your help, children who 
would have no chance for life will 
be given hope, and healing. 

With your help, a future once so 
dim will be given a bright star.

With your help, each child 
touched has a possibility for a 
tomorrow, with the door only 
beginning to open.

What is the worth of the life of 
one child..........

Faith Cafe
Faith Café is a collaboration created by PCPC and six 
other South Tampa churches with the help of Metropolitan 
Ministries.  Every day of the week, Faith Café feeds 
a bountiful lunch to dozens of homeless people who 
otherwise would be unable to eat. 

PCPC has committed to staff the entire Café on the 2nd 
Sundays of the month (4:15-7pm) and whenever a month 
has a 5th Friday (10:30am-1:30pm)

Upcoming Volunteer Dates Are:

Sun., March 8th, 4:15-7pm

Sun., April 12th, 4:15-7pm

Sun., May 10th, 4:15-7pm

Fri., May 29th, 10:30-1:30pm

Sign up to volunteer online at www.faithcafetampa.org/
volunteer or by emailing Stann Givens: 
stann@tampafamilylaw.com
Faith Cafe is located at 1340 North Clearview Avenue, 
Tampa, FL 33607
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“Truly I say to you, as you did it to 

one of the least of these my brothers, 

you did it to me.”
    Matthew 25:40
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Prayer Walk and Journey to Jerusalem: A Lenten 
Experience  
Sun., March 1, 4:30-5:30pm, followed by dinner
The congregation, including children and families, will 
prepare together for a meaningful participation during the 
first Sunday in Lent by coming together on Sun. March 1st, 
for an active walk of prayer and a few hands-on activities 
throughout the church from 4:30-5:30pm. A shared meal at 
5:30 will conclude the experience. 

Vacation Bible School and MusiCamp: Registration is 
now open! Mark your calendars for June 1st-5th and find 
registration forms on the home page of palmaceia.org. VBS 
is open to children 4 years through 5th grade. MusiCamp is 
open to rising 2nd through 6th graders.

Justice Seekers is a Faith Formation experience just for 
Fourth and Fifth graders to deepen their faith by exploring 
topics from Fellowship, Christian Living, Bible, and 
Mission & Service.  It is led by Children’s Ministry Program 
Assistant, Kelly McCord and Allison Kelly.  We meet two to 
three times each month in Westminster Room 206 on the 
following upcoming Sunday afternoons at 4pm:

March 8 March 15
March 22nd March 29th
April 5th April 26
May 3rd

Parents should pick up students in the breezeway at 5:15pm.

Music and Movement is a class offered for children birth 
through 3 years old and their parent/guardian/grandparent/
caregiver on Wednesdays from 5-5:30pm. This time together 
includes songs, rhythmic rhymes, movement, and instrument 
play. Activities are informal, non-performance-oriented 
experiences — appropriate for children and easy for parents 
and caregivers --regardless of their own musical ability. Class 
is held n Westminster 207 whenever Wednesday Night 
Dinners are held.

Games in the Courtyard is a chance for children to play 
and re-create with games led by Kelly McCord from 6:15-
6:45pm following Wednesday Night Dinners. For safety 
reasons, one parent/guardian is required to be present during 
the 30-minute time.

Junior Bell Choir is for children 8-11 years old to learn 
basic music reading skills and make music together. Bonnie 
Givens (bgivens50@hotmail.com) leads this bell choir on 
Wednesdays from 4-5pm.

The Joyful Noise Choir is for Pre-K4 through 1st graders 
and meets in Westminster Room 210 from 5-5:45 pm on 
Wednesdays. The children will learn to sing songs of worship 

& fami l i e sch i ld ren 
and will also engage in the wonderful choruses of faith 
that have nurtured generations. This class is led by Kelly 
Slovinac and Catherine Pereira.

The Junior Choir, led by Nancy Callahan and Ashley 
Greenfield, is open for children 2nd through 5th grades. 
This choir engages in learning rhythm, singing in parts, 
playing instruments, and sight singing. Junior Choir 
rehearses in the Chancel Choir room (across from the gym) 
from 5-5:45pm on Wednesdays.

PCPC Spring 2020 
Adult Faith Formation
Faith & Fellowship Hour Offerings
Contemplation & Scripture: Lent
Wednesdays, March 4th - April 8th, 12pm in the Chapel

Take time amid the busyness of the week and join us for a 
service of reflection, prayer, and the reading of Scripture. 
This service will incorporate the reading of scripture with 
various contemplative practices from the larger Christian 
tradition.

Do Not Sound a Trumpet: An Exploration of the 
Individual in the Season of Lent
Sundays, March 1st through April 5th, at 10:05am 
in EM 305/306

PCPC’s Lectionary Call-in Podcast members will be leading 
this Lenten series focused on the Gospel Lectionary 
passages in Matthew and John. Using a theme from the 
Ash Wednesday reading for 2020, the class will explore 
the strengths and limitations of individual points-of-view, 
and the spiritual compromises of pride, norms, and loyalty. 
Though listening to the weekly podcasts is not required, the 
team will be discussing the Sunday passages through other 
themes and concepts in on-demand streaming, available 
three days before each class. 

Laurus: Lenten Book Study
Sundays, March 1st through April 5th, at 10:05am 
in EM 307/308

Led by Will Wellman. Laurus by Eugene Vodolazkin is 
the story of a 15th century Russian faith healer on a quest 
for redemption. The novel spans multiple continents and 
the entirety of the life of its main character, Laurus. This 
award-winning, powerful novel reads as a spiritual journey 
and explores numerous themes including love, repentance, 
faith, redemption, hope, and salvation and will provide a 
launching point for discussions on Lent. 
Email will@palmaceia.org to get on the e-mail list, which 
will send out readings for each week, and for a book.
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2020 Wallof 
Speaker
Dr. Miroslav Volf
March 29th, 2020 
Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church
11am Sermon | 6pm Lecture

Dr. Miroslav Volf will be the inaugural Wallof Speaker at 
Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church. Dr. Volf will give a lecture 
at 6pm as well as preach that morning in the 11am worship 
service. Dr. Miroslav Volf is the Henry B. Wright Professor 
of Systematic Theology at Yale Divinity School and director 
of the Yale Center for Faith and Culture. The Wallof Speaker 
Series was founded to honor the memory and legacy of 
Bill Wallof, Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church’s Dean of the 
Chapel. 

Creating a Space: Holy Ground
Sundays, April 19th through May 17th, at 10:05am 
in EM 304

Led by Sally Speer (LCSW). Creating a space that is safe 
and hospitable can become Holy Ground. It’s a space where 
a person can be fully heard and others can support their 
care through listening.  PCPC is offering this space for any 
and all that want to join-in and belong together. With Holy 
Ground, knowing one another is always open & safe.  

Who, What, When, Where, Why: 
The Bible Past & Present
Sundays, April 19th through May 17th, at 10:05am 
in EM 307/308

The Bible is fundamental to Christianity and yet it can be 
overwhelming to approach. Oftentimes we go where we are 
most familiar and avoid the rest. This class will introduce 
the Bible, how it came to be, it’s history, and what it means 
to us today. Not only will we learn about the Bible but we 
will read, explore, and interpret it together. All are welcome!

Is It Good News?
Sundays, May 24th through May 31st, at 10:05am 
in EM 305/306

Led by Mary Beth Hunt and Barbara Lewis, USF librarian 
and digital media expert. The Bible tells us, “The truth will 
set you free,” but what is true? Half of all Americans admit 
to sharing made-up news online, most didn’t know it was 
fake when they shared it. In this class, we will learn how to 
evaluate information source’s and become discerning media 
consumers. 

The women of PCPC 

are invited to attend

The 60th Ann Zack Interfaith Gathering

Wednesday, March 25th at 11am
Hosted by Congregational Rodeph Sholom Sisterhood

“A Celebration of Religious Traditions”
History, Inspiration, and Meaning

Congregation Rodeph Sholom Congregation
2713 Bayshore Blvd.

Refreshments will be served 

Stock Transfer instructions have changed! 
Please contact Finance Director, Leslie Darr, to obtain 
the new information if you plan to gift stock to the 
church. (253-6047x269 or finance@palmaceia.org)  

Hospitality Classes for 
New Members 
PCPC offers a Hospitality session for anyone who has 
an interest in learning more about our church and its 
ministries. Some people who attend this class have a desire 
to become members of PCPC; however, others attend the 
class as part of their exploration toward learning more about 
the ministries that PCPC has to offer you and your family 
and choose to not join the day of the class. The class is on 
Sunday mornings at 10:00 in the Hospitality Room (next 
to the Chapel). All are welcome and we look forward to 
meeting you. Would you like more information about this 
class? Email diane@palmaceia.org.

The Lectionary Call-In 
Podcast
PCPC offers a weekly podcast where you can hear four 
PCPC Bible scholars discussing the Gospel reading for the 
upcoming Sunday. Those sharing in the dialogue include 
Charles Willard, Sara Mickelson, Bill Hull, and Don Upton 
— a great group. It’s like meeting them for coffee and 
Bible study and listening in. They record every Thursday 
morning, and discussions last approximately 45 minutes to 
1 hour.

You can find the podcast on both iTunes and Spotify. Search 
for “The Lectionary Call-In Podcast.” Contact Don Upton 
at teamupton@msn.com with any questions.
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Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod 
and your staff-- they comfort me.

-Psalm 23:4

Thank you Beverly, Mims, 
Clerk of Session
Welcome, Erin McKenney, 
PCPC Interim Administrator
With the new class of Elders serving in 2020, Beverly 
Mims, Clerk of the Session, is retiring from her position. 
Beverly has served as the Clerk of the Session since 1999, 
and is the longest serving clerk in the 92-year history of 
this congregation. Her service as Clerk of the Session has 
included taking and distributing the minutes for Session 
and the congregational meetings, handling the formal 
correspondence of the Session, and helping to administer 
the church’s annual statistical report. Pastor John DeBevoise 
said, 

“The stated Clerk of the Session is the highest lay 
office in the Presbyterian Church. Beverly’s service has 
been extraordinary because of her length of tenure, her 
commitment to the faithful execution of the work, and 
her always conducting the work as an honest, strong, 
and friendly presence. The Session is grateful, and most 
of them have never seen anyone else do the job other 
than Beverly. She’s seen the church through some difficult 
meetings with some tears, and many meetings with 
laughter and love. In the words of the epistle quoted by 
John Calvin, she’s helped us to deliberate ‘decently and in 
order.’ I thank God for Beverly Mims!”

Beverly has very intentionally asked that she be able to step 
aside from the role with little fanfare, saying,

“It has been a profoundly rewarding work for me. 
The time I gave as Clerk was my gift to God and the 
community of PCPC through the ability I had to do it 
with joy and satisfaction.”

The Session will move forward to elect a new Stated Clerk 
with prayers of gratitude for Beverly’s substantive, helpful 
service. 

For the last several years, the Session and the Session’s 
Personnel Committee have been moving towards adding an 
administrator onto the PCPC staff. We had an administrator 
as a helpful staff position nearly 20 years ago, but stepped 
away from it with the death of our past administrator, Lanny 
Erickson. This year, we’re returning to this helpful position 
by bringing on an interim administrator. The interim will 

help us develop the position, transition the information, 
and help move us to a permanent position. 

The Personnel Committee 
welcomes Erin McKenney, who 
has agreed to take this interim 
position. She’ll be working with 
the treasurer, Julianne McKeel, 
the database and information 
systems, and the other staff 
directors in understanding 
their work and managing the 
administrative operations of the 
church. 

Erin is a graduate of UCF (with a degree in Finance) and 
of the FSU College of Law. Previously, she worked as an 
attorney for several practices in the Tampa area. She has 
also served previously as a PCPC Elder. You can write 
Erin at Erin@palmaceia.org, or call her at the church 
office: 813-253-6047. Welcome, Erin!

LETTING GO
A Lenten Prayer by Sarah Are 

If the trees can do it, then so can I,
At least that’s what I tell myself.
For if year after year the trees can let go
Of their brightest leaves and that warm autumn glow,
Then maybe in time, like trees with their leaves,
I can release
That which keeps me from you.
Maybe in time, I can let go
Of my need for certainty
And my need to look good,
My need for busyness,
And my need to numb pain;
The trivial ways I measure my self-worth,
Or the hurtful ways I measure yours.
For if year after year the trees let go,
Then maybe, in time, I can too.
Maybe,
In time,
My heart will know spring.
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 WEDNESDAY DINNER
All are invited to join in the fellowship and good food 
starting at 5:15 pm in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays. 
No reservations are needed. All meals are served with sides, 
salad, & dessert. The cost is $5.00 a person, $3.00 a child, or 
$15.00 for a family. See you at the table!

Upcoming Dates

Feb. 26: BBQ Pork (Shredded)

March 4: Meatloaf

March 11: Yellow Rice and Chicken

March 18: Corned Beef and Cabbage

March 25: Popeye’s Fried Chicken

April 1: Pot Roast and Root Veggies

April 8: NO Wednesday Night Dinner

Thursday, April 9 (Maundy Thursday): Soup Dinner

April 15: Baked Ham

April 22: Pork Chops 

April 29: Fajitas

May 6: Shrimp Boil

May 13: Spaghetti

Fun, Food, & Fellowship 

Young at Heart is an 
ecumenical ministry of 
several churches that includes 
a monthly luncheon, 
fellowship, and program for 
men and women over 55. All 
programs are 12:30 – 2:00 
pm, and are $8.00.  

Please RSVP to Diane King in 
the church office at 813-253-6047.

Thursday, March 26 at PCPC 
Program: The Plant High School Chorus performs!
When: 12:30 - 2:00 pm 
Where: Fellowship Hall, PCPC 
Lunch catered by: Jimbo’s BBQ: Pork sandwiches, baked 
beans, slaw, dessert 

Save the Dates
April 21 at Palma Ceia United Methodist Church
May 21 at Hyde Park United Methodist Church

Young Adults Dinner 
& Bible Study
March 17th (St. Patrick’s Day!) at 6:30pm
3621 Ohio Ave, Tampa 33611 - Beth 
DeBevoise’s house
Join us on St. Patrick’s Day for a festive dinner 
followed by Bible Study. We loosely define 
Young Adults as those in their 20’s-30’s-ish, 
and friends/new faces are always welcome. 
No preparation is needed for this Bible Study! 
Please bring a drink or dessert if you can. 
Contact Anastasia Gaertner to RSVP and/or 
to join the email list: 
Anastasia@palmaceia.org.

Faith and Fiction
If you love to read and discuss books, consider joining 
the PCPC Faith and Fiction book group which has been 
meeting for more than 25 years. The group reads a wide 
range of fiction and (occasionally) non-fiction books, 
looking for evidence of faith in the lives of the characters. 
The group meets monthly on the third Tuesday of each 
month at 7:30pm in the Presbyterian Women’s Room. 
Here is the book selection for the next three months:                                               

Mar. 17 Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate                                                            

Apr. 21 The Other Americans by Laila Lalami                                                             

May 19 Sacred Hearts by Sarah Dunant    

June 16 Killer Angels: A Novel of the Civil War by 
Michael Shaara                             

July 21The Gates of November: Chronicles of the Slepak 
Family by Chaim Potok   

Aug.18 My Grandmother Asked Me To Tell You She’s 
Sorry by Fredrik Backman    

Sept. 15  The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas                                                      

Oct. 20 The Alice Network by Kate Quinn                                                        

Nov. 17 Beneath the Marble Sky: A Novel of the Taj 
Mahal by John Shors                

Dec. 15 Camino Island by John Grisham    

For more information contact Charlene Tobie ctobie@
tampabay.rr.com or Jeff Hill djhill@tampabay.rr.com or 
call 813-289-9858. F
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Franklin & Marshall College 
Chamber Singers
William Wright, conductor
Free Concert at PCPC
Sunday, March 15 at 6:00 pm

The Franklin & Marshall College Chamber Singers from 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, will perform a concert at Palma 
Ceia Presbyterian Church on Sunday, March 15 at 6:00 
pm. Repertoire will represent a blend of motets, spirituals, 
madrigals, and contemporary music, including works by 
Gregri Allegri, Thomas Morley, Samuel Sebastian Wesley, 
Charles Wood, Amy Beach, William Henry Smith, 
William Dawson, György Orbán, Paul McCartney, and 
others.

Franklin & Marshall is a liberal arts college of 2,400 
students, located in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. The Franklin 
& Marshall Chamber Singers showcase the talent of 
the College’s twenty best singers. The group performs 
frequently both on and off-campus, and sings annually 
with the Lancaster Symphony Orchestra. Under the 
direction of Dr. William Wright, the Chamber Singers have 
embarked on thirteen east-coast tours, and collaborated 
with the larger Franklin & Marshall Chorus for over 25 
major choral-orchestral works. 

Dr. William Wright joined the faculty at Franklin & 
Marshall College in 2001. He performs as both conductor 
and pianist, and has appeared in 27 countries of the world. 
In addition to his work at F&M, Dr. Wright is director 
of music and arts at Saint James Episcopal Church in 
Lancaster, chorusmaster for the Lancaster Symphony, and 
staff conductor for the Pennsylvania Philharmonic.

Save The Date: Organ and Piano Concert May 10th by 
Dr. Wojciech Wojtasiewica, featuring the music of Bach 
and Beethoven.

Tampa Oratorio Singers
April 5th (Palm Sunday)
The Tampa Oratorio Singers will perform music from 
classical greats J.S. Bach and Morten Lauridsen during their 
spring concert on Sunday, April 5 at 4:00 pm, in the PCPC 
Sanctuary.

J.S. Bach’s technical skill has influenced generations of 
composers. The chorus will perform the Missa from The 
Mass in B Minor, conducted by Music Director Nancy 
Callahan, and accompanied by full orchestra.

Sung in Latin, the Missa is structured as Kyrie in three 
movements and a Gloria in nine movements

Bach’s music will be paired with “Lux Aeterna” by Morten 
Lauridsen, a notable modern composer of vocal choral 
music. The five movements of “Lux Aeterna” are based on 
references to light from sacred Latin texts.  

Influenced by Gregorian chant, Lauridsen blends ancient 
texts with a contemporary sound to create a poignant piece, 
focusing on the quest for hope in the midst of loss.

The Tampa Oratorio Singers is a true community concert 
chorus, comprised of auditioned singers from all walks of 
life. The chorus was formed in 1967 to provide Tampa Bay 
music lovers the opportunity to hear the music of the great 
choral masters.

Tickets may be purchased at the door on the day of the 
concert, or in advance at www.tostampa.org. Tickets 
available in the church office for PCPC members. 

Music Notes....
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Staff Renewal and Education
Nancy Little 

-Tampa Bay Reggio Inspired Network Founders’ Meeting 
and Talking to Learn

How do staff keep it fresh for the children at Palma 
Ceia Presbyterian Preschool?
A vigorous continuing education program supports staff so 
we can support children. Recently Director Nancy Little 
attended a Saturday meeting at Shorecrest Preparatory 
School, the Experiential school (preschool). The meeting was 
a “first step to form a group of founders who have a vision to 
connect, collaborate, support, and inspire communities to uplift 
the image of childhood and to enrich the quality of educational 
experiences for children.”

Mission, vision and goals were shaped and founder 
participants greatly enjoyed meeting and discussing our 
passion for children and their learning. Headmaster Mike 
Murphy led us through the process.

Three year old teacher Maryann Eden , M.A. attended a 
lecture at U.S.F., entitled “Talking to Learn.” Dr. Elizabeth 
Hadley presented research on supporting oral literacy and 
oral language development in classrooms. She focused on 
understanding the relationship between preschool oral 
language skills and later reading comprehension.

Spring and Easter bring renewal, and we are grateful for the 
opportunity to be renewed through continuing education.

I lift up my eyes to the hills-- 

from where will my help come?

My help comes from the LORD, 

who made heaven and earth

 -Psalm 121:1-2
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“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; 
for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too 
deep for words.”
-Romans 8:26 

Lenten Devotion by Nicole Abdnour
My father-in-law, who as a Christian identified 
primarily with the Catholic Church, loved gathering 
with the church no matter its branch of the family tree. 
One Sunday following worship he made a beeline for 
me: “There’s a lot I really like about you Presbyterians 
but why don’t you ever kneel? Today, you sang a hymn 
all about kneeling and I’ve never once seen anyone 
kneel in this place! How do you pray if not on your 
knees?”

It’s true, we don’t kneel in worship the way other 
branches of the family tree do. It’s also true we had 
sung “Let Us Break Bread Together” which has us 
singing about breaking bread, drinking wine, and 
praising God, all “on our knees”. This memory comes 
to mind for me as I hear Paul exhort, “we do not know 
how to pray as we ought.”

I used to be arrogant enough to think my prayer life 
was relatively strong and that I “knew how to pray.” 
After all, I’m extended invitations to pray at all types 
of events: wedding receptions, county commission 
meetings, house blessings, bar association meetings, 
and fundraising events for a variety of non-profits. As 
a pastor I’m seen as a “professional prayer.” Then my 
husband and I adopted three children, at the same 
time, each of whom could walk and talk. They brought 
with them life experiences some of which I will never 
fully know.

So it was late at night, on my knees on the cold tile 
floor in the hallway outside of my child’s bedroom 
door, my body exhausted from the hour and the tears 
I could not control, that I learned how to pray. Really 
pray. Pray not with words but with complete surrender. 
My own weakness brought me to my knees, not any 
sense of piety. When I rose, all was not right, nothing 
was fixed but I was strengthened. The Spirit helped 
me in my weakness and spoke to me with sighs too 
deep for words. When I rose I also heard a voice that 
sounded remarkably like my father-in- law say, “I told 
you you’re supposed to pray on your knees.”

Faithful God, thank you for loving us in our certainty 
and in our doubt. May we find strength through your 
Spirit who intercedes for us. In Jesus’ name we pray, 
Amen.
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For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light-

-Ephesians 5:8

Lenten Celtic Prayer
Ash Wednesday

Living God, we confess our faults and admit our frailty; we own our brokenness and 
recognize the ways we wound our lives, the lives of others, and the life of the world. 
By your abundant grace forgive us, renew us in mind and in spirit, and enable us to 
grow in love. Move among us and give us life; with the spirit of freedom sustain us 
that our worship may be joyful and our witness faithful: in the name of Jesus Christ 
we pray. Amen.

(Based on the prayers in the morning service in the Iona Abbe Worship Book-2001 edition) 

Norman Shanks


