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Keeping it Together
From the Pastor’s Desk

PCPC’s Work in Haiti

I was running along the street, jogging early one morning, 
and I passed by a neighbor who raised his hand and hollered 
out a greeting to me. He said, “Are you getting it all together?” 
I hollered back, “I sure am!” I didn’t know if he meant it 
as a word of encouragement or if he meant it as a word of 
challenge, or an indictment even. I wondered if it was just 
evident by looking at me that I was kind of falling apart.

I passed a mother coming into the church, pushing a stroller 
with a baby in it; and another child, a little bigger one, on one 
arm; and a black lab on the end of a leash. As she tried to 
come up the ramp into the office, she said to me, “I can’t quite 
keep it all together!” And indeed, she couldn’t.

When we can’t keep it together, we feel like fatigue begins to 
creep in on us, while the tasks, particularly the critical tasks, 
are still out there, unfinished. We can’t keep it together.

Maybe you can’t keep it together in your faith. You’re not able 
to find the strength of conviction there, the certainty, that 
comforts you with the knowledge, the purpose, and order of 
God.  Maybe you feel like you just can’t keep it together. 

Christ tells us, not that we must hold all things together, but 
that God is holding all things together through Christ, and 
waits to receive us. The things that you can’t keep together (the 
balls that you’re dropping, the eggs that are cracking because 
you can’t catch them), God has already designed the means 
for forgiving you and reconciling those broken things back to 
himself.

How does Christ hold all things together? Well, it’s beyond our 
simple understanding, but we know it must have to do with 
his wisdom, which is beyond all wisdom, beyond our insights 
and beyond our imaginations. Because the wisdom of Christ is 
greater than all of our wisdom together. 

So, what do we do in the knowledge that we are not able to 
hold all things together? Well, Christians are called to serve. 
But we serve in the context of God’s perfect plan. We serve in 
the context of knowing that our efforts are not the efforts which 
are necessary to hold all things together. But rather, God is 
already holding all things together. We simply serve as God 
brings opportunities to serve to us.

Please pray for the mission team as they 
prepare to travel to Haiti again this January, 
2020.
Did you know? Located in the remote 
mountains of NE Haiti, in a village called 
Mombin Crochu, a small hospital offers 
services to the surrounding area. Each day, 
people walk though the doors, hoping to find 
help for their suffering. There are no easy 

paths from the high mountains to reach this place, and many come by foot 
or by donkey. But they come. For the need is great.
It is estimated over 50,000 people live in the surrounding countryside. 
These are people of great poverty, but also great faith.
In 1994, Charlie Stevens and Jim McLaughlin, from PCPC, first traveled 
to this area, and began a relationship with our church that has continued 
to this day. Quietly, without fanfare, PCPC has brought hope and healing 
to the people of this area for 25 years. Initially the only care was given 
by a nurse, and supplies were few. But today, with the your support, 
working with other congregations through Village Partners International, 
a fully functioning facility exits, with three doctors, nurses, Public Health 
programs, vaccinations, medical care and teaching, and safe maternal care 
and delivery.
With the support of PCPC, programs have grown to expand the outreach 
of the facility. Clean water cisterns now bring safe water to over 50,000 
people in this area, who have seen the eradication of waterborne disease. 
A Mobile Clinic travels to the most remote areas twice a month, to reach 
hundreds of patients who cannot walk the miles to the hospital. And last 
year, a Malnutrition Program was begun to identify, treat and follow the 
children who suffer from lack of food, with supplements and medical care. 
It is hard to imagine a child dying of malnutrition in today’s world, but it 
is reality for those in this remote area, where survival is a daily challenge. 
Your continued support, your care, your prayers, and your love have, each 
day, shared God’s compassion with others in need. And they know that 
somewhere, someone sees them, and cares.
This January, a group will again travel to these mountains, and share your 
love with these people. Dental, medical, and surgical care will be given, 
medications shared, and evaluation of the public health programs will 
occur. The need in this world is great, and the need surrounds us. But God 
has shown this place to our church, and we have walked through the open 
door to offer continued support and a commitment to care for these people, 
changing both their lives and ours.
Thank you for your compassion, your care, and your support for these, our 
brothers and sisters on this earth.
“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ.” -Galatians 6:2

(Article by Dr. Sylvia Campbell)



Upcoming Classes & Events
Faith and Fellowship Hour
World Religions in Art
Sundays, January 5th through January 26th, at 10:05am in 
EM 307/308
Led by Kem Toole. What is religious art? This class will seek to answer 
that question each week through an exploration of a different world 
religion and how these different world religions are reflected in art-
works. Throughout the class we will look at art reflective of Christianity, 
Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam.

Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks
Sundays, January 5th through February 9th, at 10:05am in 
EM 305/306
Led by Marvin Crabtree and Scott Stichter. If gratitude is good, why 
is it so hard to do? To get a better understanding of this dilemma, the 
class will watch and discuss six films by Diana Butler Bass about her 
book Grateful. In her book, Diana Butler Bass untangles our conflicting 
understandings of gratitude and sets the table for a renewed practice of 
giving thanks. 

Dialogue in Action: Discussions on News and Faith
Sundays, February 2nd through February 23rd, at 10:05am in 
EM 307/308
Led by Will Wellman. Faith is often said to be a completely spiritual 
exercise, removed from the things of this world. However, as has been 
demonstrated by numerous Christians throughout the centuries, Chris-
tian faith demands an active engagement with the world and issues of 
the day. Join us as we read and discuss current news stories alongside 
various Scripture passages. We’ll explore what it means for us to “love 
God” and “love your neighbor as yourself” in the 21st century.

Additional Faith and Fellowship Opportunities
Calling All Men!
Here’s a New Year’s resolution that you’ll want to keep all year! Join us 
for lunch in Fellowship Hall each Monday for Followers of the Way, the 
men’s bible study that has been a PCPC staple for 25 years. Lunch is 
available anytime after 11:30AM; Pastor John and Rev. Will Wellman 
start the program at 12:20PM, ending promptly at 1PM. We study the 
Lectionary gospel passages throughout the year. A warm welcome is 
waiting for you!

Young Adults Dinner & Bible Study
January 14th at 6:30pm
3621 Ohio Ave., Tampa
The first Young Adult Bible Study and Dinner of 2020 will be Tues, 
Jan 14th from 6:30-8:30pm at Beth DeBevoise’s home: 3621 Ohio 
Ave., Tampa. No prep needed! Friends/new faces are welcome! Contact 
Anastasia Gaertner with any questions or to join the email list: 
Anastasia@palmaceia.org

Wednesday Night Dinner: Winter 2020
All are invited to join in the fellowship and good food starting at 5:15 
pm in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays. No reservations are needed. 
All meals are served with sides, salad, & dessert. The cost is $5.00 a 
person, $3.00 a child, or $15.00 for a family. See you at the table!
Jan. 15: Beef Stew with Veggies
Jan. 22: Buttermilk Oven Fried Chicken
Jan. 29: Hamburgers & Kielbasa
Feb. 5: Picadillo & Yellow Rice
Feb. 12: Greek Lemon Pork Loin
Feb. 19: Parmesan Roasted Lemon Chicken
Feb. 26: Shredded BBQ Pork

Young at Heart
Fun, Food, & Fellowship 
Young at Heart is an ecumenical ministry of several churches that 
includes a monthly luncheon, fellowship, and program for men and 
women over 55. All programs are 12:30 – 2:00 pm, and are $8.00.  
Please RSVP to Diane King in the church office at 813-253-6047.

Thursday, January 16th at 12:30pm
Palma Ceia United Methodist Church
Guest Speaker: Seminary Student and Assistant Pastor Justin Morrisroe: 
“Three Traditions, One Faith: A Look at the Methodist, Baptist, and 
Presbyterian Denominations”
NEW! Carpool Opportunity! Meet in the church parking lot by noon on 
January 16th and ride the church van to PCUMC! Please make your 
reservation by January 14th. 
Thursday, February 20 at 12:30pm
Bayshore Baptist Church

Young Adults Christmas Festivities

Presbyterian Women’s Christmas Coffee

YOUTH SUMMER TRIP
Sign-ups are now available through the PCPC Youth website: 

www.pcpcyouth.com under “Sign-up Forms”



Children and Families
Touch the Water
Sunday, Jan. 12, 10-10:50am
This is a class just for First Graders and their parents to explore Jesus’ 
Baptism and remember you own. In some cases, we will plan a future 
baptism. It will be held on Jan 12th during Faith Formation in 
WM Game Room 202/204. Led by Kelly McCord and Allison Kelly. 

God’s Gift of Human Sexuality
Sunday, Feb. 16, 4-5:15pm and Saturday, Feb 22 
This is a workshop for Fourth/Fifth grade girls and Fifth grade 
boys along with their parents designed to address puberty and 
vocabulary for conversations around sexuality as a gift from God. An 
informational meeting for parents will be held on Sunday, February 
16th from 4:00-5:15pm. The workshop is planned for Saturday, Feb 22.

Prayer Walk and Journey to Jerusalem: A Lenten Experience  
Sunday, March 1, 4:30-5:30pm
The congregation, including children and families, will prepare 
together for a meaningful participation during the first Sunday in Lent 
by coming together on Sun. March 1st, for an active walk of prayer 
and a few hands-on activities throughout the church from 4:30-5:30 
pm. A shared meal at 5:30pm will conclude the experience. 

Confirmation Classes
PCPC’s Confirmation Classes are offered to those in 9th grade and 
up, and will run as a 7-week course. Each class is from 10am-12pm 
every Sunday from January 12 – February 23. This year, Confirmation 
will culminate in a Confirmation ceremony as well as confirmand 
participation in serving communion on Sunday, March 1. Confirmation 
provides a foundation for theology, worship, an understanding of 
the sacraments, as well as highlights various spiritual practices. 
Confirmation is a great way to equip our young people in their journey 
of faith development, their growth in moral identity, and their sense of 
community within the family of faith. To sign-up, simply email 
Rev. Kenny Hubbell conveying interest in Confirmation: 
ken@palmaceia.org

Palma Ceia Presbyterian Preschool:
From Generation to Generation

Pictured here with the director, Nancy Little, are three generations of a 
wonderful family that have in some way been caretakers of the mission 
and ministry of the Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church Preschool: Fred 
Frankland, Nancy Frankland Frierson, and Elly Frierson.
Fred chaired the preschool committee in the nineties. He brought 
with him his experience on the board of the YMCA, a steady hand 
through the challenges of his term. His leadership resulted in 
continued pursuit of excellence, increased financial understanding and 
advancement of our core values while addressing growth at the same 
time.
As the nineties turned to the 2000’s, Fred’s daughter, Nancy Frierson 
served on the preschool committee during the time when Bob 
and Nancy’s four Frierson daughters, Emma, Elly, Birdy, and Lily, 
were students here. Nancy brought her deep understanding of the 
operations of our school, as a parent and church member, and also a 
great sense of humor about the multiplicity of opinions and the kind 
management of those in human systems.
This summer, I received a letter from Elly Frierson, a junior in college:

Hi Mrs. Little, 
This is Elly Frierson, I was reaching out to see if there were any 
positions for the preschool at Palma Ceia Presbyterian. I have been 
nannying full time for the past year and a half as well as working 
at other child camps and activity centers on the weekends. I love 
working with children. I am currently pursuing a minor in child 
education because it is such a passion of mine! 
I know that I really share the values of the church because of my 
experience at the church as well as the fact that I attended the 
school myself and I know just how important early education is for 
all children. I know I would be a great fit for the preschool. Let me 
know if there is any availability! Would love to hear back from you!

Of course Elly did hear back from me, in a little bit of a tearful 
response, and she is indeed wonderful with children, sharing her 
values as she works away in the preschool she attended.
Thanks be to God for the generations in our church who love and 
support children!
-Nancy Little, Palma Ceia Presbyterian Preschool Director

END 68 HOURS OF HUNGER
Save the Date! End 68 Hours of Hunger’s founder, Claire 
Bloom will join us on Sunday February 9th, speaking at all 
three services. PCPC has been a significant supporter of End 
68 Hours of Hunger, a 100% volunteer organization providing 
nutritious meals and snacks for needy children in 21 local Tampa 
schools. Through extensive volunteer and fundraising efforts, up 
to 575 children have been served each weekend this school year. 
These meals help to give these children a much better chance to 
succeed, in school and in life!

Also we will have our non-perishable food drive in February. 
Please keep an eye out around the church campus and in 
publications for details. Thanks in advance for your generous 
support!
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THANKS FROM THE FED FAMILIES FOR 
A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS SEASON! 

Thanks from the FED Families for a special Christmas Season! 
Through your generosity and caring support, the children of PCPC’s Feeding Every Disciple (FED) 
ministry received Christmas presents that in most cases were the only ones they could open this 
year. They also enjoyed participating in the annual Advent Living Nativity celebration!
PCPC continues this family support ministry to former residents of the North Boulevard public 
housing project, focused on providing transportation, supplemental groceries and mentoring to 
help empower them through difficult circumstances. Through volunteer efforts, church leadership 
and financial support, we give family members a ride to church and Sunday School each week, 
reduced-price groceries each month, supplies and help for kids in school, resources for parents, 
camp scholarships and more. These growing families need your involvement in this new year! 
Please contact us if you are interested in:

• Providing a ride to/from PCPC for kids or adults about once a month
• Shopping for supplemental groceries at Sam’s
• Packing groceries in Fellowship Hall on the 2nd Sunday of the month
• Mentoring a child at a local school
• Helping to become a ‘bridge’ for the parents to improve and succeed

To learn more about this outreach ministry, please contact Pastor Kenny Hubbell.

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid....
  In the same way, let your light shine before others.”-Matthew 5:14-16

The Ordination and 
Installation of Elders

Sunday, January 26 at 6:00pm
At the vespers service January 26th, 
the following members will be ordained 
into the office of Ruling Elder and 
installed into service: Karen Barerra, 
Frank Brawley, Kristopher Fernandez, 
Kevin Iurato, Karla Kirkwood, Paul 
Puryear, Jeff Reynolds, Courtney 
Rice, and Yvonne Woods. Pat Spears, 
Scott Stichter, and Mary Taggart will 
be renewing their ordination vows 
and installed into active service. Rick 
McClintock and Shirley Looper will be 
ordained as elder representatives from 
the Bel-Mar congregation. The entire 
congregation is invited to the service, 
and elders are invited to share in the 
“laying on of hands.”

The Bloodmobile will be at PCPC…
January 19th from 8am-1pm

April 26th from 8am-1pm 


