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The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice;  let the many coastlands be glad!
                                                                                                                                -Psalm 97:1

Home is a regular theme at Christmas — lots of Christmas songs reference it, and many Christmas cards show idealic 
images of homes decorated with family gathering around some sort of hearth, even if it’s a digital one.

It’s an interesting dynamic since the Gospel tells us that Jesus was clearly not at home when he was born. His parents 
were away from their home in Nazareth because they had been compelled to travel to a different city because of 
government regulations, taxes and a census.

This year we are once again sharing with the Bel-Mar Presbyterian community as they merge into PCPC. Their historic 
church home is in a vulnerable place. We don’t know yet what its future will be. I wonder how many Christmas Eve 
services have been held at Bel-Mar. Will this be the last? Who grew up going to Christmas Eve services there? The 
Bel-Mar folks are invited to all the PCPC Advent and Christmas services and activities, and in turn we are publicizing 
their Charlie Brown Christmas movie and sing-along (Dec. 14th at 5:30pm), and the time of the Christmas Eve service 
at Bel Mar (6:30pm). I know a number of folks from PCPC attended that Christmas Eve service at Bel-Mar last year, 
which had candlelight, carols, and communion.

When my mom and dad moved from their home of nearly 40 years into the retirement center I was anxious for 
them about what it might mean for their Christmas rituals. I was surprised at how easily they adapted to sharing in 
the community Christmas celebrations there, the large common tree in the parlor area of the residence, the Sunday 
Christmas lunch that everyone in the retirement center took part in and to which they invited their families, the 
manger scene that had always been up in my parents’ foyer was replaced by a shared manger scene in the corridor of 
their hall. And they seemed fine with that, even enjoying it.

What surprised me was how easily they adjusted to it. How happily they seemed to embrace the new rituals and 
find joy in them. I came to see that it wasn’t the physical artifacts of Christmas that had been nurturing their faith 
and practice for 63 years of marriage but rather the fellowship and spiritual truths that those crèches and traditions 
represented.

I’m in a new house this Christmas after 25 years in the last one. And that caused me to see with new eyes how many 
different homes I actually have been in in the journey of my own Christmases — at least nine. I had such a sense of 
persistent tradition at Christmas that it obscured the reality that my own Christmas celebrations have taken place 
over at least nine different homes. I don’t recall having anxiety about being able to keep Christmas in a new place as I 
moved. It’s interesting that I had that anxiety for my parents.

Many people reading this will either themselves be in new places this Advent and Christmas, or will be aware of loved 
ones who will be a new places. It’s good for us to remember in the midst of change that the Advent and Christmas story 
is a narrative about humans learning that whether they find themselves in a stable, or in a palace, our true home is with 
God. And Christmas shares the good news that “God is with us.” Emmanuel. Whether we are in a hospital, a refugee 
camp, a different place than we have ever been before, or whether this Christmas we are in the old homestead to which 
we’ve been traveling back as long as we can remember, Christmas is the celebration that God is with us, and in Jesus we 
are at home with God, in the circle of God’s family.

From the Pastor’s Desk:
Home at Christmas

continued on page 2
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WEDDINGS:
09/27/19   Lauren Marie Benton & Andrew McCall Calhoun
11/02/19 Sarah Balmer & Samuel Heller
11/09/19   Maddie Martin & Tom Comfort
11/10/19   Mary Emalee DeBevoise & Tyler William Carlson

BIRTHS:
08/30/19   Kannon James Reiss, 
 son of Sarah & Crutcher Reiss
10/08/19   Dessa Rae Simoes, 
 daughter of Jaime & Katie Simoes
11/08/19   Nelle Elizabeth Hughes, 
 daughter of Jenna Lee & Jonathan Hughes

BAPTISMS:
09/01/19   Robert Craig Graham, III, 
 son of Ellen & Robert Craig Graham, Jr.
09/15/19   Emily Parish Corbett, 
 daughter of Jennifer & Richard Corbett
09/22/19   Charles Marion Davis, IV, 
 son of Anjuli & Charles Marion Davis, III
10/13/19   James Allen Richardson, 
 son of Jennifer & James Austin Richardson
10/13/19   Robert Joseph Rudisill, 
 son of Elizabeth & Joseph R. Rudisill
10/13/19   Theodore Charles Barrios, 
 son of Roia & Brad Barrios
10/27/19  Jonathan Scott Halpern,
 son of Chelsea & Jonathan Halpern
10/27/19   James Thomas Vincent,
 son of Katie & Bill Vincent

NEW MEMBERS:
08/11/19   Laura & Barry Hart
08/11/19   Dora Zuniga
09/01/19   Lori & Bryan Payne                           
09/01/19   Alexa & Ryan Parker                        
09/09/19   Bernie & Clifford Smith                                
09/22/19   Maria Gonzalez & Fernando Nieves
09/22/19  Lindsay & Brian Deignan
09/22/19 Agnes & Curtis Bruce
10/02/19   Jessica & Anthony Hayden
10/06/19   Robert B. Lane, Jr.
10/06/19   Brooke & Wayne Vanderpool                                
10/25/19   Rebecca & Richard Clark, Jr.
11/10/19   Lori Hoffman  

I love this familiar part of G. K. Chesterton’s poem “The 
House at Christmas” that is often quoted at the end of 
Christmas sermons:

To an open house in the evening
Home shall men come,
To an older place than Eden
And a taller town than Rome.
To the end of the way of the wandering star,
To the things that cannot be and that are,
To the place where God was homeless
And all men are at home.

Pastor John

        Advent Bidding Prayer
Holy One, be the light in any darkness tonight.
As we have lit the candle of hope,
we pray for those who feel hopeless . . .
As we have lit the candle of peace,
we pray for all victims of violence . . .
As we wait to light the candle of joy,
we pray for those whose hearts are weighed down
by sorrow . . .
As we have wait to light the candle of love,
we pray for those who do not feel loved,
for those who struggle to love others . . .
Holy One, be the light in any darkness tonight,
that we might reflect your light into the dark 
corners of our world.

-Joanna Harader
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-Luke 2:8

But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people:

Music Notes....
Messiah: The Christmas Portion
Monday, December 9th at 7:00 pm and
Tuesday, December 10th at 7:00 pm

The Tampa Oratorio Singers and members of the PCPC 
Chancel Choir return with their traditional performance of 
the Christmas portion of Handel’s Messiah.
Concertgoers will have two opportunities to hear this inspiring 
Christmas oratorio on Monday, December 9 and Tuesday, 
December 10. Both concerts begin at 7 pm. Concert guests 
are encouraged to arrive early. This is a holiday favorite for 
the community. Overflow seating will be available in the 
courtyard, weather permitting.
Professional orchestra and vocalists include Susan Hellman 
Spatafora (soprano), Robyn Rocklein (mezzo-soprano), Adam 
Bielamowicz (tenor), and Todd Donovan (bass). A free-will 
offering will be collected to support this annual performance.

Carols of the Season Concert
Sunday, December 15th at 4:00 pm

The Tampa Oratorio Singers invite the holidays with the 
“Carols of the Season” concert on Sunday, December 15th at 
4pm at Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church.
The performance will include the peaceful Austrian carol “Still, 
Still, Still” along with traditional favorites, “I’ll Be Home For 
Christmas” and “Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas.” 
Professional baritone Todd Donovan will be featured during 
the concert.
Music Director Nancy Callahan will conduct the performance. 
Tickets are $20 general admission; $15 senior citizens, 
available at the door or in advance, on the chorus website 
(www.tostampa.org). Tickets are available for free for church 
members in the church office.
The longest-performing community choir in the Tampa Bay 
area, TOS has more than 80 auditioned volunteer singers. 
TOS is a non-profit organization funded through ticket 
sales, donations, and the support of the Arts Council of 
Hillsborough County and the Hillsborough County Board of 
County Commissioners.

Presbyterian Women
Decorate The Sanctuary
Thursday, December 5th
10am-12pm

All are welcome to join the women in decorating the 
sanctuary for Christmas! 
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DEATHS:
07/02/19   George Edmondson                           
07/05/19   Clifford Hardy                                               
09/12/19   Frances Crawford                              
09/13/19   Donna Glasser                                    
10/23/19   Mary Hulsey Hatton                          
10/24/19   Lyndsey Michelle Figler                    
11/03/19   Jerry Dean Dingle
11/12/19 Jean Mattison                              

TRANSFER:
05/30/19   Lillie & Dwight Metheny to 
 Madison Baptist Church in Madison, GA
08/01/19   Natasha & Brad Walker to 
 Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Tampa

Presbyterian Women’s
Christmas Coffee
Saturday, December 7th

10am – noon

Susan Touchton’s home
2916 W. Villa Rosa Park

Tampa, FL 33611
We welcome PCPC women of all ages to join us in 
friendship and fellowship to ring in the Christmas season. 



 

Boxes of Hope
Once again, we are partnering with Metropolitan Ministries 
with their “Boxes of Hope” program providing food to 
needy families in Hillsborough, Pasco, Pinellas and Polk 
counties during the Holidays. 

November 8th through December 15th, cardboard boxes 
will be found around the PCPC campus with a list of items 
to be placed in the box and returned to the church.  Gift 
cards from grocery stores are also being accepted. 
• Items needed:
• Box of Cereal
• Box of Stuffing
• Cans of Vegetables
• Small or Large cans of Yams
• Starches
• Cans of Beans
• Cans/Jars of Cranberry Sauce
• Cans of Soup
• Gravy
• Sweets (Cookies, pastries, cake mix)
• Cans of fruit
• *Gift Cards for $10 for turkeys (Please put in envelope 

and TAPE TO THE OUTSIDE of the box.)

Christmas in Africa 
by Dr. Sylvia Campbell 

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, 
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you invited me in…”
Matthew 25:35 

Christmas magic is almost here.
Can you feel it?
It is beginning to seep into our daily lives, as we are 
surrounded by bright lights, colors, scents and memories 
that begin to fill our hearts. The hustle-bustle of the time 
adds a certain excitement, as many of our homes are full with 
laughter and expectation. 

Yet there is so much more to this time than the reflected 
lights shining from our trees. This is a time when we once 
again are reminded of the hope of Christmas, the healing of 
Christmas, and the gift of unconditional love given to each 
of us through the birth of the Christ child. This is the true 
meaning of Christmas, this gift of unconditional love. And 
at this time, we reach into our hearts and remember, and as a 
reflection of this memory, give gifts of love to another .

Christmas in Africa, a program begun by Bill Wallof over 
a decade ago, is one way that people are able to reach out 
and share this love with others with great need. For this is an 
opportunity to share a gift of love with family and friends, as 
well as to address the needs of those in our partner village of 
Papoli, Uganda. By purchasing a gift to give, you are helping 
feed children, provide medical care, address poverty, open the 
door to a future through education, and provide means of 
self-sufficiency to this community.

With Christmas in Africa, loved ones are honored by 
providing gifts in their name. A tree, a goat, or a mosquito 
net; a day of food for a sick child, vaccinations to prevent 
illness and treatment of disease, a book for learning, the gift 
of teachers, or other items can be purchased and given to 
another in the name of the person you choose. Each giver 
will receive a card to share with those being honored on 
which details of the gift can be written. Tables will be in the 
breezeway each Sunday beginning Dec. 1 and continuing 
through Christmas with details about the program, and 
purchases can be made at that time.

You can also stop by the church office and receive the 
information there, or email Sylvia Campbell at sylcamp@aol.
com or Lindsey Mineer at  kmineer@tampabay.rr.com. 

To purchase a gift online and print a card of your choice, 
head to www.villagepartnersinternational.org and click 
“Christmas in Africa.”

At this time of year, when we remember the greatest gift ever 
given to us, please consider sharing your gift of love with 
others, both here, and far away.

Giving Tree 
Please support this year’s Giving Tree…
by selecting a tag from one of the Christmas 
trees in the Narthex of the Sanctuary or in 
the gym. Guardian ad Litem, FED, Created, 
and Beth-El will be the recipients of your 
generosity this year. We are also in need of 
large gift bags and tissue paper.  

Please return gifts unwrapped, with tag attached, to the 
church office by Sunday, December 8. 

Please contact Shannon Pierson at spierson22@yahoo.com if 
you have any questions.
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For it is in giving that we truly receive.

We just must have eyes open to see, and ears to hear, as we 
answer His call to our hearts.

If you wish to volunteer to help on Sundays, contact Anne Strozier 
at strozier@usf.edu.



A Note From The Finance 
Office
2019 Gifts for charitable tax purposes must be in the 
church office or postmarked no later than Dec 31, 2019.

IMPORTANT: If it is a check dated 2019 but a gift 
towards your 2020 pledge, PLEASE memo it “2020 
pledge”.

Gifts of Stock do not always arrive with a donor’s name. If 
you plan to gift stock, please notify Leslie Darr at 
Finance@palmaceia.org or call her at 813-253-6047, x269.

2020 Pledge Forms for your estimate of giving in the 
coming year are welcome at any time. Drop in the offering 
plate or church office, fill in online at palmaceia.org/
pledge or email finance@palmaceia.org.
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Preschool Christmas 
Family Chapel
By Nancy Little

On the last preschool Monday before school ends for 
the Christmas break (Dec. 16th at 9am), preschool 
families gather in the sanctuary. We regularly have chapel 
on Mondays, but this chapel gathering is anything but 
regular! Families join their children in the pews to almost 
fill the church. The service features several elements that 
make it very precious to the community. Sometimes there 
are special elements leading up to the service, like the 
Givens family string players accompanying the beautiful 
music of Nancy Callahan’s piano or a harpist made 
possible by the McKell Arts foundation.

Children take part in the service sometimes as readers. 
Families light the Advent candles. Sometimes a family 
with members serving our country in uniform will be 
participants.

There is a “grandparents’” choir, where any grandparent 
present will be asked to come forward and sing carols 
to their grandchildren. It is, for me, one of the sweetest 
moments of Advent, when I feel the Spirit bringing 
Christmas to us once again.

Pastor John, who by then all the children know well, 
brings a message to us, and leads us in the liturgy of every 
Monday morning preschool chapel, which again, the 
children know. We raise our arms, big and little, with our 
pastor, to pronounce the benediction, and we go into the 
world with our lights, little children and those who love 
them bearing the love of Christ into the world.

-John 1:14

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

A New Christmas Volunteer 
Opportunity!
December 14th from 11am-2pm

Looking to put more “Merry” in your Christmas this year? 
Need to add some service hours during the holidays? PCPC 
is supporting our FED (Feeding Every Disciple) families 
through an event called “Affordable Christmas,” empowering 
lower-income families with an affordable shopping 
experience. 

There are various ways for you to be involved: gift wrapping, 
childcare, serving refreshments, greeters, shopping table 
attendants, and more! The event will be held on December 
14th from 11am-2pm at Crossover Church on Fowler 
Avenue. Please contact Pastor Kenny Hubbell (ken@
palmaceia.org) or John Wells (jdwells01@gmail.com) to sign 
up. Come join the fun!

Christmas Joy Offering 
Collecting Dec. 8th - Dec. 22nd
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we 
turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior. By giving to the Christmas Joy 
Offering, you honor this gift by providing assistance to those 
in need.

100% of your gift to this Special Offering will help the 
Beth-El Farmworker Ministry provide hunger relief, 
education, spiritual development, and healthcare.

Turn in your gift designated “Joy Offering” in the offering 
plates on Sundays, or give online at palmaceia.org/giving -- 
simply enter an amount in the Joy Gift box.

Welcome one another, therefore, 

just as Christ has welcomed you, 

for the glory of God.

-Romans 15:7



f a m i l i e sa d u l t s  &
Adult Faith Formation 
Opportunities
Key:

Sunday Morning Classes

Dietrich Bonhoeffers Meditation on the Psalms
Sundays, November 10th through December 15th, at 10:05am in 
EM 305/306
Led by Rev. Robert Wierenga, this class will study Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer’s Meditations on Psalms. Bonhoeffer loved the 
Psalms and encouraged Christians to spend time immersed 
in them. Throughout the class we will listen to Bonhoeffer’s 
words on Psalms 22, 47, 62, 85, 100, and 127.   

The Time Between: The Intertestamental 
Period
Sundays, November 10th through December 15th, at 10:05am in 
EM 307/308
Led by Marsha Rydberg. During the 400 years between the 
end of the Old Testament and the beginning of the New 
Testament culture, language, politics, and even religion 
changed. To better understand Jesus’ world, we’ll study the 
history, culture, and religious literature of the time between 
the Testaments. 

Grieving through the Holidays
Sundays, November 17 and 24 at 10:05am in EM 301/302
The Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year holidays can 
be an especially difficult time for those who have had a 
family member or close friend die in the past year. Those 
experiencing a loss might wonder how they can make it 
through the holidays when all they feel is sadness and sorrow. 
This two-week class is being offered by Stephen Ministers. 
Topics will include:
Navigating Through the Holidays - In what ways are you 
dreading this holiday season?  Have you planned some 
specific activities to attend or avoid? 
Memories and Traditions - What are some of the ways you 
can honor your loved one during the holidays? How can 
you prevent being lost in your grief? What might be a new 
tradition you can begin? What is one way you can honor 
your loved one this season?

This class is being taught by Betsy Bradt and Corinne 
Gaertner, members of the Stephen Ministry Team and 
LifePath Hospice. For further questions contact Betsy Bradt,  
betsybradt@gmail.com

Christian Living Theology Bible
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Christianity & Consumerism
Sunday, December 22 at 10:05am in EM 307/308
Led by Will Wellman. The celebration of Jesus Christ 
entering into history during Advent & Christmas is so often 
overshadowed by rampant consumerism. This class will take 
time to stop, step back, and think through what exactly God 
is calling us to in this season, and in all times, regarding our 
relationship with material possessions.

Other Offerings
Contemplation & Scripture: Advent
Wednesdays, December 4 — December 18 at 12pm in the 
Chapel
Take time amid the busyness of the week and join us for a 
service of reflection, prayer, the reading of Scripture, and 
communion. This service will incorporate the reading of 
scripture with various contemplative practices from the larger 
Christian tradition.

Straw for the Manger: Advent Devotionals
Available starting December 1 in the Narthex and Church 
Office
An Advent devotional from Presbyterians Today, Straw for 
the Manger helps us actively prepare the manger for the 
Christ child by each day adding a piece of “straw” to his 
bed—an act of love carried out in his name. This Advent, let 
us explore the ways that we as individuals of all ages and as 
faith communities can be a “touchable God,” offering one 
another the gift of God’s presence and living out our faith 
through the actions we do in Christ’s name.

Covenant Group Bible Study
Wednesdays at 6pm in EM 304
This new in-depth Bible study began in October and is 
meeting weekly for six months. Utilizing the Covenant 
Bible Study videos and guide, the group will explore the 
Biblical concept of covenant throughout the Old and New 
Testaments. Come learn what it means to be called into 
relationship with God and to live that out faithfully in 
community. Scott Stichter will be leading this group Bible 
Study. To get on the class list, email sstichter@srbp.com. 

Sunday, December 1 at 1:30pm
Merger Service of Worship for Bel-Mar Presbyterian 
into PCPC at Bel-Mar Presbyterian, 
4003 S. Manhattan Ave. Preceded by a hotdog and 
hamburger lunch on the lawn of Bel-Mar starting at 
12:15pm. Everyone is invited.
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Children & Family 
Opportunities
Nativity Sunday
Sunday, Dec. 8th, 4pm-6:30pm
Nativity Sunday helps the whole church, including 
children and families, prepare for the Christmas season in a 
meaningful way. On Dec. 8th, a variety of Nativity Scenes 
will be set up from different folks in the congregation to 
experience the coming of Christ between 4 and 5pm. A 
simple supper is served in Fellowship Hall between 5 and 
6pm. Children wishing to participate in the Living Nativity 
are invited to the Game Room for costuming as angels or 
shepherds at 5:30. The Living Nativity begins on the lawn 
outside of the sanctuary at 6:15pm.
The entire congregation is invited to bring in one of your 
nativity scenes to be on display. Please bring it to the gym on 
Saturday, December 7, between 9am and 4pm.
• 4:00-5:00 pm Nativity Scenes Display in Gym
• 5:00-6:00 pm Dinner in Fellowship Hall
• 6:15 pm Living Nativity in the Courtyard 

Christmas Carols on the Jolley Trolley!
Wednesday, Dec. 11th starting at 5:45pm
All aboard! Take a festive ride around the Palma Ceia 
neighborhood aboard the Jolley Trolley. Hop aboard 
to sing Christmas carols and admire lights around the 
neighborhood! The Jolley Trolley will have multiple 
departures, every 20 minutes or so, with loading/unloading 
just outside the Fellowship Hall on Himes Avenue.

Project Christmas - “Rise Against Hunger” 
Sunday, Dec. 15th, 12-2pm
Project Christmas is an event designed to refocus our 
attention during the season of Christmas. During this 
time of year, we are reminded that there was no place for 
Mary and Joseph in the inn. Jesus was born in humble 
surroundings, and spent the majority of his life speaking up 
for the voices that weren’t being heard.
3.1 million children die each year due to poor nutrition, 
which is nearly half of the deaths in children under five. 
That is why we feel called to provide opportunities of 
education and service, which benefit the voiceless children 
in poverty. The non-profit organization Rise Against Hunger 
will join us to pack 10,152 meals to fill the empty stomachs 
of children of God around the world and to use for disaster 
assistance in the Bahamas.
On December 15th at 12:00 pm we will have a simple 
lunch of beans and rice in the Fellowship Hall before 
we begin packaging meals until 2:00 pm. Rise Against 
Hunger provides a fun, fast, and exciting method for 
filling packaged meals. This event is a great opportunity for 
children and families to engage in service together, and it’s 

open to all ages and stages of life! If you have any questions, 
please email Kelly McCord kelly@palmaceia.org. We can’t 
wait to see you there!   

Sausages and Stars
Sunday, January 5th, 10-10:45am 
Join us in the Fellowship Hall on Jan. 5th from 10-10:45am 
for Sausages and Stars as we celebrate Epiphany and the 
journey of the Wise Men to find Jesus with activities shared 
around the tables. 

Touch the Water
Sunday, Jan 12th, 10:05-10:50am
Touch the Water is a class just for first graders and their 
parents to explore Jesus’ baptism and remember you own. In 
some cases, we will plan a future baptism. It will be held on 
Jan 12th during Faith Formation. This class will be led by 
Kelly McCord and Allison Kelly. 

Save The Date
God’s Gift of Human Sexuality
Saturday, Feb. 22nd
God’s Gift of Human Sexuality is a workshop for fourth/
fifth grade girls and fifth grade boys along with their 
parents designed to address puberty and vocabulary for 
conversations around sexuality as a gift from God. An 
informational meeting for parents will be held on February 
16th from 4:00-5:15 pm. The workshop is planned for 
Saturday, Feb 22.

Young Adults at PCPC
are singles and couples who are in their 20’s and 30’s and 
are looking for another form of fellowship and community 
within the church, and we always welcome new faces! 

December 11: Jolly Trolley and Young Adult Christmas Party!
Join us to celebrate the Christmas season with an evening full 
of festive activities! We will kick off the evening at Wednesday 
night dinner at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. We will 
then walk to 2309 S Cardenas Ave nextdoor for Christmas 
cookies and wine by the fire pit. To end the evening, the 
Young Adults will have our own Jolly Trolley ride from 8:00-
8:30pm. Feel free to come to any part of the evening, and 
please bring a bottle of wine or cookies to share. Festive attire 
is strongly encouraged!

Save the Date for these upcoming church events*:
December 2 Decorate the Chrismon tree
December 8 Living Nativity
December 15 Project Christmas
December 18 Longest Night Vigil
December 22 Gift wrapping for Beth-El
*Join the email list to stay up-to-date with details: 
anastasia@palmaceia.org.
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Christmas Tree Blessing

Holy Creator of Trees,

bless with your abundant grace

this our Christmas tree as a symbol of joy.

May its evergreen branches be a sign

of your never-fading promises.

May its colorful lights and ornaments call us

to decorate with love our home and our world.

May the gifts that surround this tree

be symbols of the gifts we have received

from the Tree of Christ’s Cross.

Holy Christmas tree within our home,

may  Joy and Peace come and nest 

in your branches and in our hearts. Amen.

-Pastor John DeBevoise


