
Dear PCPC friends,

We both grew up at Palma Ceia Presbyterian, so our first vision of this congregation and church is as children, and children see 
the world a little differently, don’t they? From our childhood, we remember the perspective of the church from the floor at the 
children’s sermons, and Sunday School classes where we learned the stories of the Bible, and looking out at the congregation in 
our red robes when the children’s choirs sang. We remember how the church cared for us. How people were kind and welcoming 
to us as children and sought to teach us the Christian faith.

As we grew up, our vision of the church changed. We saw the church from across the street as students, and from the perspective of 
the youth group, gathering for Sunday night meetings, or the Living Nativity. The perspective changed again as we became parents 
ourselves, and looked out at the congregation as we brought our own children as infants forward for the sacrament of baptism.  

Our view of the church as adults has continued to evolve, and for us, that includes the adult work of governing the church, 
providing resources for its ministry, and cultivating the gifts that keep the witness of the church shining bright. We see that 
participating in the stewardship life of the church, by intentionally contributing our own resources to care for the church, is one of 
the marks of an adult Christian. 

At some point in that journey, we shifted from seeing the church as children to seeing ourselves as adults who partner with the 
rest of the congregation in supporting the mission of Jesus Christ. We can already see ahead on the horizon: a day when we will 
see the church as older adults; see our own children growing into a mature Christian faith in the church; and see their vision of 
the church change as well. We can see the wonderful blessing of the church in each stage of life, and we can see how that will 
continue for generations to come. 

In this stewardship campaign as we look to the year ahead, we are really looking into a new decade. We think this church’s work 
and ministry are very important — and good! PCPC’s work and ministry is good for its members, this community, indeed the 
world, and we can see how it will continue to be a blessing in the future. 

In this stewardship campaign we are asking for every participant in the PCPC community to look with us. Look to envision how 
God will use this church in the next year and into the next decade. Look into your own heart to see how God might be calling you 
to partner with the congregation to sustain that blessing. 

We cannot say with certainty what the future will look like for PCPC, but we can say the future belongs to Jesus Christ. That is 
both the confidence and the encouragement of the vision for the church. We hope that every member of the congregation will join 
with us in prayerfully looking at the vision of Christ’s church in the future and giving together to help that vision be a reality. 

Looking with Hope and Joy, 

Jennifer Galloway and Trey Carswell
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A small reflection on the past year of PCPC as Christ’s church .....
we now look forward to the Hope and Joy for the future.    



 at PCPC
stewardship calendar

Sunday, October 13
10-12:20pm Congregational Fall Meal
Stop by the Fellowship Hall for lunch: fried chicken with all 
the fixin’s! Everyone is invited.

Sunday, November 3: All Saints Sunday
12:15pm Covenant Circle Lunch in PW room
6pm: Vespers Concert: Tampa Oratorio Singers present 
Mendelssohn’s “Elijah”

Wednesday, November 6: Wednesday Night 
Stewardship Event “Getting Your House In Order: 
Planning for the End of Life as Christian Stewardship: A 
Will, a Living Will, and Planning Your Memorial Service” 
at 6:00pm in the Chapel, sponsored by the Covenant 
Circle. But all things should be done decently and in order. 
-1 Corinthians 14:40

Sunday, November 17: Stewardship Sunday
Dedication of all our tithes and pledges for the support of 
Christ’s Church in the year ahead

Sunday, November 24: Thanksgiving Sunday

PCPC Vision Statement
We are called

to be a community of disciples
in Jesus Christ,

who, seeking unity in the faith,
are living out our lives in joyful 

obedience to God’s Word.
Worshipping Christ,
learning in Christ,
growing in Christ,
caring with Christ,
acting for Christ,

reformed in Christ.

... from the  Pastor’s Desk

What do you see in 2020 at PCPC?

God has a beautiful vision for PCPC in 2020, beautiful 
because, whatever the future may hold, it looks like the 
family of Jesus Christ. As the scripture says, “For Your 
loving kindness is before our eyes…” (Psalm 26:3) Stewardship 
season is an opportunity to support the mission of Christ’s 
Church, and through participation to re-commit to being a 
part of Christ’s community, to being a part of the team living 
into that vision for Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church. So keep 
your eye on the prize, and join us in this effort as we commit 
to supporting the church, for “we see the coming of the glory 
of the Lord!” (2 Corinthians 3:18)

-Pastor John DeBevoise

For Your loving 

kindness is before 

our eyes, and we 

have walked in 

Your truth.      

~Psalm 26:3



You Are Invited!

Join us in this effort as we commit to supporting the church, for 
“we see the coming of the glory of the Lord!”.  (2 Corinthians 3:18)  


