I keep the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.
-Psalm 16:8
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Advent 2018

A Thanksgiving Day Blessing
“Lord God, our maker, as you feed the birds of the air and clothe the flowers of the field, so you nurture and build us up by your
steadfast love. You have promised that you will provide. So on this day of gratitude, we come before you with songs of thanksgiving.
When our hearts are filled with joy O Lord, we praise your name. When our hearts know grief or pain, then send your Spirit to
nurture hope and praise within us.
We thank you for the faith of others before us, even in the midst of struggle and hardship. May we be good stewards of their faith
passed down from generation to generation.
We thank you for the abundance of your creation. May we be faithful stewards of your earth that others may also know of your
abundant blessings. Even as we may be blessed with abundance, we lift up those who know profound need, and those contending
with the aftermath of natural disaster.
We thank you for giving us a spirit of freedom and leading us toward gratitude. On this day we pray for those who are serving on our
behalf, away from their homes and loved ones. Keep them safe, and use them as instruments of your justice and mercy wherever they
serve. May we be good stewards of the gift of freedom. Help those who suffer because of tyranny and oppression, wherever they may
live. Make our own characters strong that we might be witnesses of your values and purposes in this world.
In a world full of disorder, we thank you when we are able to raise our families in peace and plenty. Make us faithful stewards to
families who know only poverty and disease. Forgive us when we think we love our children more than other people love their
children just because they are in some custom or circumstance different than us. Merciful God, hear the prayers of the hungry, and
prompt us and use us as instruments of your compassion. Bless the sick and the burdened with your help and healing. Comfort the
grieving and bring home the lost. Help those amongst contending with the consequences of hate, or violence, or neglect, and use us
as instruments of that help.
We pray for your blessing on Thanksgiving meals, for your blessing on this food to serve our bodies, and for your blessing on
the conversations, laughter, and fellowship that surround it. We pray for your blessing on those we love, but from whom we are
separated. Hold us together in the bonds of Christ’s love. We pray for your blessing on the homes represented at this meal, and on
those who may eat alone. Send the presence of your Spirit to be with them.
But we thank you most of all for the coming of Jesus Christ into human earthly existence….for his willingness to serve and die that
we might know life…for the good news and hope of the resurrection...for his love and acceptance of us even though we live in sin
and arrogance. Open our hearts to receive him at his coming. Make us good stewards of that gift of grace we can neither earn nor
deserve, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior,
Who taught us to pray together….
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name,
Thy Kingdom Come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.”
May God fill our hearts with gratitude, and may the gratitude find expression in prayer. Happy Thanksgiving!

Pastor John
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WORSHIP CALENDAR
Sunday, November 4: All Saints Sunday; Communion
Sunday
All services will include a memorial reading of the names of
the members of the church who have died in the last year.
Communion will be served at all services today.
8:30 & 11:00 am - Sanctuary Traditional Worship
9:00 & 11:00 am - Contemporary Connection Worship
6:00 pm - Vespers Service - Service of quiet Scripture
reading, prayer, and contemplation in the Chapel. The
Sacrament of Communion will be served.
Sunday, November 11: Yellow & White Ribbon Sunday
Remembering all those serving on our behalf.
8:30 & 11:00 am - Sanctuary Traditional Worship
9:00 & 11:00 am - Contemporary Connection Worship
6:00 pm - Vespers Service - Service of quiet Scripture
reading, prayer, and contemplation in the Chapel. The
Sacrament of Communion will be served.
Sunday, November 18: Thanksgiving Sunday and
Stewardship Celebration Lunch
8:30 & 11:00 am - Sanctuary Traditional Worship
9:00 & 11:00 am - Contemporary Connection Worship
11:00 am - Congregational Lunch; all are invited to the
Fellowship Hall for a celebration of Thanksgiving and
the culmination of our stewardship season. The menu is
Ribs/Sausage/Hot Dogs; Mac and Cheese; Apple Salad;
Southwest Salad; Ice Cream
4:00 pm - Tampa Oratorio Singers, directed by Nancy
Callahan, present a 50th Anniversary Concert in the
Sanctuary. Tickets for church members will be available in
the church office.
6:00 pm - Vespers Service - Service of quiet Scripture
reading, prayer, and contemplation in the Chapel. The
Sacrament of Communion will be served.
Wednesday, November 21: Thanksgiving Eve
No Wednesday Night Dinner
6:30pm Worship service in the Sanctuary. The Sacrament of
Communion will be served.
Sunday, November 25th: Christ the King Sunday
End of the church liturgical year; end of the Gospel of Mark
readings. Sunday of Thanksgiving weekend!
8:30 & 11:00 am - Sanctuary Worship
9:00 & 11:00am - Contemporary Worship (and Gym
Decorating after 11am service)
6:00 - A Brief Vespers Service with Scripture, Prayer, &
Communion in the Chapel
See insert for continued calendar (Advent Calendar).

2 | www.palmaceia.org

WEDDINGS:
09/29/18 Kristen Joan Hurst & Kyle Andrew Carr
10/06/18 Anna Anthony & Anu Philips
(Mar Thomas Church)
10/20/18 Grace Morgan Powers & Felix Edward Ayub
10/27/18 Katie Ownby & Jaime Simoes
BIRTHS:
08/20/18 Alexander Jun Jordan,
son of Mickey & J.D. Jordan
08/28/18 Alice Branch Faber,
daughter of Anne & Robert Faber
09/06/18 Cody Joseph Pearce,
son of Megan & Justin Pearce
09/19/18 Magnolia Grace Hudson,
daughter of Grace Northern & Tyler Hudson
10/07/18 Weston Kenneth Winter,
son of Mallory & Derek Winter
10/22/18 Mary Margaret Dopson,
daughter of Liz & Andy Dopson
BAPTISMS:
09/15/18 George Michael Sultenfuss,
son of Kelly & Matthew Sultenfuss
09/23/18 Cash McKell Clark,
son of Elizabeth & Graham Clark
11/04/18 Marlee Katherine Molinari,
daughter of Katherine & John Molinari
NEW MEMBERS:
08/19/18 Sara Campbell				
08/22/18 Allison Suzanne Kelly		
09/09/18 Gerald “Trey” Anderson			
09/30/18 Phillip & Erica Maxwell
11/04/18 Sibyl H. Hull
DEATHS:
08/10/18 Lalla Kirkwood Woerner
09/04/18 Alexandra Maria Engel
09/04/18 Ray E. Gibson				
09/12/18 Barbara Lawson Bryant			
09/26/18 Milton Alexander
11/03/18 Sharon Blanchard
TRANSFER:
09/28/18 Charlotte Hunter to Grace Lutheran Church,
Tampa

Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky, and those who lead
many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.

-Daniel 12:3

Music Notes....

A Season of Singing

Join the Tampa Oratorio Singers in celebrating 50 years
of choral classics at its Free ANNIVERSARY CONCERT,
Sunday, November 18th at 4:00 pm in the PCPC
sanctuary. This concert will feature a sampling of classical
choruses and anthems from the TOS repertoire, including
Mozart’s “Ave Verum Corpus” and Brahms’ “How Lovely
Is Thy Dwelling Place.” John DeBevoise will narrate the
concert, sharing highlights from the history of the chorus.
Brad Diamond, Susie Hellman and Todd Donovan are
featured soloists.
Members of the PCPC Chancel Choir join TOS for the
annual performance of Handel’s “Messiah” on Sunday,
December 9 at 7:00 p.m. and Tuesday, December 11,
2018 at 7:00 p.m. This performance of the Christmas
portion of the “Messiah” includes orchestra and
professional soloists. Arrive early to enjoy a string prelude
of holiday carols. A free-will offering will be taken to
support this annual holiday tradition.
TOS wraps up the holidays with its “Carols of the
Season” concert on Sunday, December 16, 2018 at
4:00 pm in the PCPC sanctuary. The holiday concert
features international carols and traditional favorites “Have
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas” and “I’ll Be Home
for Christmas.” Tickets are $20 general admission; $15
for senior citizens, and can be purchased online at www.
tostampa.org or at the door. Tickets are available in the
church office for PCPC members.

Poinsettia Dedication
Order deadline: Nov. 26
Remember your loved ones
and/or honor your family and/
or friends with a poinsettia
dedication that will decorate
the Sanctuary this holiday
season. Dedications are $8
each and orders may be placed
by calling the church office,
813-253-6047, by November 26th, giving us the name of
the person being remembered or honored, and telling how
many plants you wish to dedicate. The dedications will be
listed in the worship bulletin the first Sunday of Advent and
will be available online at www.palmaceia.org

“If Music Be the Food…”
Jan. 20, 2019 at 6pm
PCPC Sanctuary

“If Music Be the Food...” is a collaboration between
the Tampa Bay’s local arts institutions, the Palma Ceia
Presbyterian Church, and the Tampa Bay Harvest, in
response to reports in the news of increased need for food
aid in the Tampa Bay community. This is a classical chamber
music outreach, arranged by cellist and USF music professor
Scott Kluksdahl, that unites artist-musicians of various
metropolitan institutions including University of South
Florida, University of Tampa, Hillsborough Community
College, The Florida Orchestra, Sarasota Orchestra,
Opera Tampa, and other Tampa Bay artistic institutions,
plus distinguished national guest artists - all of whom
join together and donate their services for these concerts.
Likewise, Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church is donating its
facilities and resources for this outreach. Audience members
are asked to bring whatever non-perishable food items or
cash donations they can offer for Tampa Bay Harvest as the
price of admission, if they are able – and otherwise just their
presence and support. Every contribution will gratefully be
accepted. Every food donation and every cash donation will
go completely towards the cause of hunger in the Tampa Bay
community.
The mission of “If Music Be the Food…” is to increase
awareness and support for the hungry in our community
through chamber music performances of the highest caliber.
“If Music Be the Food...” is part of a national movement
within our own community of other prominent institutions
in the United States inspired by the Rochester-based
initiative.
The featured concert of this annual series will occur on
Sunday, January 20th, 2019 at Palma Ceia Presbyterian
Church at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. The program features
a diverse array of beloved chamber music, performed by an
array of distinguished performers who call Tampa Bay home,
and who represent a variety of civic institutions including
The Florida Orchestra, University of Tampa, University
of South Florida, and others. They include Tampa Bay’s
revered Nancy Callahan and The Florida Orchestra’s brilliant
flautist Daphne Sollner as soloists.

Merry Christmas to all!
PCPC Life Advent 2018
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Giving Tree

Please support this year’s Giving Tree by selecting
a tag from one of the Christmas trees in the
narthex of the sanctuary or in the gym. Guardian
ad Litem, FED, Created, and Beth-El will be the
recipients of your generosity this year. We are also
in need of large gift bags and tissue paper. Please
return gifts unwrapped, with tag attached, to the church office
by Sunday, December 9. Please contact Shannon Pierson at
spierson22@yahoo.com if you have any questions. .

Project Christmas
Sunday, December 9th at 12pm

Project Christmas is an intergenerational service opportunity
on Sunday, December 9th from noon-2:30 pm. All ages
are welcome to this event! There are different stations to fit
the needs of all mobility levels. We begin with a light lunch
at noon in Fellowship Hall and then together we package
10,000 meals to be shipped around the world as a part of
the mission Rise Against Hunger. It should take us around
two and a half hours to finish packaging all the meals. While
we are working, Christmas music will be playing in the
background. It’s a joyful experience and an opportunity to
remind us of Jesus’s humble beginnings and his teachings
of helping our neighbors. If you questions about the event,
please email allison@palmaceia.org.

Boxes of Hope
Provide a nutritious holiday meal for a family of four who
may otherwise be without food during the holiday. Around
the church campus, you can find boxes with an attached list
of needed supplies to take home and fill during the holiday
season. Boxes go to FED & Metropolitan Ministries. Pick upFill-Return by Friday, December 21.

January Bicycle Drive at PCPC
Refugees that are settled in Hillsborough have state & federal
funding basis for only 90 days and adults are expected in that
time period to find a job & keep a job. Bicycle transportation
becomes a necessary asset for a refugee family given these
circumstances.
Are you or do you know someone who loves bikes and sees
the importance of that transportation mode for Tampa
residents? Maybe you have a used bike that is in excellent
condition that could help a family out?
In January, we’ll be seeking bicycle donations (used bikes, or
donations to purchase), as well as helmets and locks.
Thank you for giving prayerful consideration to caring for our
community.
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Christmas in Africa
by Dr. Sylvia Campbell

“Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and
one who waters will himself be watered.”
Proverbs 11:25

The magic of Christmas time will soon be upon us.
It is seen in the outward signs of expectation, reflected in
the brightly lit ornaments and trees, the colors of the season,
the light that seems to enter into each home anew at this
special time. Yet there is so much more to this time than the
reflected lights shining from our trees. This is a time when
we once again are reminded of the hope of Christmas, the
healing of Christmas, and the gift of unconditional love
given to each of us through the birth of the Christ child. This
is the true meaning of Christmas, this gift of unconditional
love. It is a time when we reach into our hearts and
remember, and as a reflection of this memory, give gifts of
love to one another.
Christmas in Africa, a program begun by Bill Wallof over a
decade ago, is one way that people at PCPC are able to reach
out and share this love others with great need. This is an
opportunity to share a gift of love with family and friends, as
well as to address the needs of those in our partner village of
Papoli, Uganda. By purchasing a gift to give, you are helping
feed children, provide medical care, address poverty, open the
door to a future through education, and provide means of
self-sufficiency to this community.
With Christmas in Africa, loved ones are honored by
providing gifts in their name. A tree, a goat, or a mosquito
net; a day of food for a sick child, vaccinations to prevent
illness and treatment of disease, a book for learning, the gift
of schooling, or other items can be purchased and given
to another in the name of the person you choose. A list
of gifts to choose from will be available for you to review.
Each giver will receive a card to share with those being
honored on which details of the gift can be written, or you
can download your card if you purchase online. Tables
will be in the breezeway each Sunday, beginning Nov. 25,
through Christmas, with details about the program, and
purchases can be made at that time. You can also stop by the
church office and receive the information there, or e-mail
Sylvia Campbell at sylcamp@aol.com or Lindsey Mineer at
kmineer@tampabay.rr.com. You can also purchase your gifts
online at www.villagepartnersinternational.org and go to the
Christmas in Africa page.
At this time of year, when we remember the greatest gift ever
given to us, please consider sharing your gift of love with
others, both here, and far away.For it is in giving that we
truly receive. We just must have eyes open to see, and ears to
hear, as we answer His call to our hearts.

‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least
of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ Matthew 25:40

PCPC Responds to Hurricane
Michael
by Dr. Sylvia Campbell

“Carry each other’s burdens, and this way you
will fulfill the law of Christ.” Galatians 6:2
It is during times of tragedy and loss that mankind pulls
together to weave a pattern of love and hope. The response
to PCPC’s call for help for those who lost everything
as Hurricane Michael tore across the state has been
overwhelming!
It is difficult to imagine the
devastation, the physical and
emotional loss, and the pain
caused by the storm, and the path
of destruction that it created. It
is difficult to imagine that within
a few short hours the stability of
one’s life could be shattered. Yet
the reality is present, and will
continue for months to come.
With the storm, a darkness settled
over the panhandle of Florida, a darkness greater than that
caused by the lack of power. But this was dispelled by the
light of compassion, and care, that poured into the area.
This church serves as
a beacon of this light.
The gifts given were
flown within days of the
hurricane, by Sol Relief,
bringing tools, light,
batteries, food, water,
diapers, formula, and
much-needed supplies.
After the flights stopped, loads were transported to trucks
that carried supplies to desperate and forgotten areas,
bringing relief and hope to those in need.
The compassion and care
shown here speak to that
which truly matters in life
— reaching out to those
whose need is great, and
offering them a hand to help
them reach tomorrow.
Those who received your gifts will never know you, nor
will you know them. But they will know that in this world,
others will reach down to help them carry their load, and in
so doing, bring hope.

End of Year Contributions
- Tips from your Finance
Committee
First, we thank you for your generous support of PCPC.
To receive charitable giving credit for 2018, all gifts must be
at the church or postmarked by December 31, 2018.
If you are making a gift of stock, please contact Leslie Darr,
Finance Director, at 253-6047 ext. 269 or email
finance@palmaceia.org.
If you are age 70 ½ you may receive tax advantages by
making a gift directly from your IRA – talk to your tax
advisor.
If you are making a pledge payment, please indicate if it is
payment on your 2018 pledge or pre-payment on your 2019
pledge.
Church policy: “All contributions to PCPC are confidential
within the finance office and are not disclosed to committees or
staff members unless otherwise requested by the donor.”

Midweek Midday

Contemplation & Scripture Services During Advent
Wednesdays, December 5th — December 19th,
12:00pm in the Chapel.
Take time amid the busyness of the week and join us for a
service of reflection, prayer, and the reading of Scripture.
This service will incorporate the reading of scripture with
various contemplative practices from the larger Christian
tradition. Communion will be served

“I have one life and one chance to make it count for
something… My faith demands that I do whatever I
can, for as long as I can with whatever I have to try
and make a difference.”
-Jimmy Carter
PCPC Life Advent 2018|
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& families

adults

New Adult Faith Formation
Opportunities

A note on our new Faith Formation symbols. We’re starting
a new practice of using visual symbols to help identify which
category Adult Faith Formation classes fit into: Christian
Living, Theology, or Bible. Classes that have more than one
symbol will be ones that cover more than one category. You’ll
begin to see these symbols in various locations. A key is
below to help you identify categories.
Christian Living

Theology

Bible

Sunday Morning Classes
In This Together
Sundays, November 11th through December 16th, at 10:05am
in EM307/308
Led by Scott Stichter and Marvin Crabtree, this class will
view and discuss the Work of the People video series, In This
Together: 5 Films on Loving Our Way Forward. The class
explores the many points of contention in contemporary
society and suggest various ways forward that move toward
healing. “In the films Brian McLaren talks about how followers
of Christ can grow into taking a healing verses hostile posture
in the world for the greater good; Miroslav Volf explains a
revelation he had about how regardless of opposition we are
called to honor everyone; Bishop Mano Rumalshah helps us
lean into being led by the compulsion of our Love; Lisa Sharon
Harper helps us remember the Way towards the very good news
is connection; and Father Gregory Boyle reminds us that we are
all one and that sometimes Love calls us to cross or reach through
our perceptions to stand for kinship—us-ness.”

Gratitude
Sunday, November 18th, at 10:05am in EM305/306
Led by Paul Clark. Many have found that the practice
of being profoundly grateful without any expectation of
return has been transformative in their lives. This class will
briefly consider the beneficial ways a proper expression of
thankfulness can have on our faith, our community, and our
personal wellbeing.
Mary, Mary Quite Contrary: Reclaiming Mary in
Advent
Sundays, December 2nd through December 16th, at 10:05am
in EM305/306
Mary, the mother of Jesus, is often a contrary figure in the
life of the Protestant Christian - that is if we even give her
a second thought after she rides the donkey pregnant into
Bethlehem. Mary is theotokos, God-bearer, and yet we often
shelve her as an irrelevant vessel. This Advent come join
Pastor Nicole and explore three basic questions: Who is
Mary? How does Mary’s story intersect with contemporary
life? and What does Mary teach us about God?
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Strangers and Neighbors
Sundays, January 6th through February 3rd, at 10:05am
Led by Will Wellman Who is my neighbor? How do we treat
the stranger? These questions are just as relevant today as they
were thousands of years ago. Join us as we study and discuss
passages from both the Old and New Testament that deal
with strangers and neighbors. We’ll also look at current
events to explore what it means for us to “love your
neighbor as yourself ” in the 21st century.
Calling to the Beloved: On Entering a Life of
Vocation
Sundays, January 6th through February 10th, at 10:05am
Led by Erin McKenney, this Work of the People series
explores the question “What is God calling us to be?”
through a series of short films by Christian thinkers and
authors such as Jean Vanier, Sara Bessey, Parker Palmer, and
more. Come discuss what it means to be called by God and
wrestle with questions such as “How do we discern this
calling?” “What steps do we need to take to listen to God?”
and “How do we live a life as the beloved?”

Young At Heart

Fun, Food, & Fellowship
Young at Heart is a shared monthly interdenominational
luncheon, fellowship, and program for men and women
over 55. It is sponsored by the Social Work Ministries
Committee. All programs are 12:30 – 2:00 pm, usually the
3rd Thursday of the month. Cost is $8 at the door.
Upcoming Meetings:
November 15 at Hyde Park United Methodist
Program: Dr. Michael Dougherty, Director of Traditional
Music, will give a history of HPUM’s pipe organ, explain the
mechanics of it, and will lead in singing a few hymns.
January 17 at Palma Ceia United Methodist
February 21 at Palma Ceia Presbyterian
Please RSVP to Bruce Farnell at 813-253-6047 or
receptionist@palmaceia.org.

Young
Adults at
PCPC

Folks in their 20’s and
30’s gather several times
a month for trivia,
bible studies, brunches,
volunteering, and other
get-togethers. Email Beth at DeBevoisePR@gmail.com to join
the Young Adult email list!

Preschool

Nancy Little, Director, PCPC

Christmas is coming! We’re all excited! But waiting is hard,
especially for children. Remember when you were small and
the time between Advent and Christmas seemed like years?
That hasn’t changed. But waiting is a positive skill, one that
will benefit children not just in the weeks before Christmas,
but all through their lives.
Every parent knows that waiting is very difficult for young
ones. It takes practice. Parents must deal with tantrums,
whining, or misbehavior until the skill is developed in their
children, and it’s hard to be patient. But think – we didn’t
expect our infants to walk until their bodies were developed.
In the same way, we can’t expect the skill of waiting to appear
until it’s practiced and strengthened in a communal context.
Preschool activities often require waiting, as does daily life
in a family setting. With community guidance they’ll get it
eventually.
It’s important to remember that when we help our children
learn to wait, we’re also teaching them that other people
have needs and wants too. They will realize that they aren’t
the only ones who want things now, and that their needs
won’t always come first. Christian parents can think about
the challenges of waiting in two ways. First, remember that
stillness and silence are gifts from God, who designed the
world with patterns of work and rest. The world requires
haste, but God calls us to make time to meditate on his
character, his Word, and his works. Second, Christian life
is a life of waiting, and God has a great track record of
fulfilling his promises in His own good time. We’re asked to
wait and take a long view of faith.
Here’s some parenting tips* to help stay well-balanced as
your little ones learn the skill of waiting:
1. Have appropriate expectations. Start with small wait
times – a minute or two – and work your way up to longer
situations. Wait with them.
2. Be clear. Don’t say, “Just wait!” Try: “We’ll play first, eat
dinner, and then you can have a cookie.” Bonus points for
engaging your child in the cookie baking process to begin
with!
3. Try distraction. You can fall back on books or crayons
to keep little ones occupied until they learn to wait without
them. Or, use the time as a further teaching moment by
teaching your child sign language for “wait” by holding your
hands up and off to the side a bit, palms up, wiggling the
fingers.
4. Be prepared. If you know you’ll have to wait, bring a
snack, toy, or activity to save yourself and others from a child
who has yet to master the skill of waiting. Also, verbally
prepare a child in advance, “After we order dinner at the
restaurant, we’ll have to wait for our food. When everyone is
finished, and we’ve paid; then we’ll get up and leave.”

5. Practice makes perfect. Think of some easy opportunities
to practice this skill when there is no immediate need, like
when they ask for another glass of juice. Sure, you could
drop everything to tend to a request immediately; but as
long as your child is safe, they don’t need their wish fulfilled
immediately.
6. Empathize. Let your child know that waiting is difficult
even for grownups–and, that’s OK.
7. Make it fun. Waiting in traffic? Play “I Spy.” Caught in
the grocery line? See how many shapes you can spot.
You owe it to your child (and to yourself ) to spend the time
needed to teach how to wait gracefully. Yes, your children
will thank you someday!
During the Christmas season, we all are waiting together for
the celebration of Jesus’ birth. Let’s wait together, holding
hands in peace and expectation, instead of in anxiety and
pressure.
* Tips courtesy of Michigan State University Extension:
http://www.canr.msu.edu/news/the_waiting_game_
encouraging_self_regulation_in_young_children

YOUTH OF PCPC
PCPC’s youth group holiday traditions continue with
two special youth groups! On December 5th during
our regular youth group times, students and leaders will
participate in a fun gift exchange game called the White
Elephant exchange, for which everyone will bring and
receive a gift worth $5 (we will have extras in case you
forget!). On December 12th the youth group will watch
a Christmas movie together and ride the Jolley Trolley,
on which we will sing Christmas Carols to spread joy
throughout the neighborhood!
From December 12th - January 7th, Bible Study and
Youth Group will be paused in observance of the Holiday
season.
Merry Christmas!

And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.
-Psalm 16:9
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WE’RE ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

Follow us on:
Facebook
www.facebook.com/PalmaCeiaPresbyterianChurch
Twitter @palmaceiapres
Instagram PCPChurch
Website www.palmaceia.org

Come One Come All
Palma Ceia Presbyterian Women
Christmas Coffee
Saturday, December 1, 2018
10am – noon
Ashley Merrill’s home
4909 W. Spring Lake Dr.
Tampa, FL 33629

Stone Soup & Living Nativity
Sunday, December 2nd starting at 4:00
Stone Soup and the Living Nativity helps children and families prepare
for the Christmas season in a meaningful way. December 2nd beginning
at 4:00 pm in the gym, stations will be set up for families to experience
Advent-related activities. A simple soup and sandwich supper is served in
Fellowship Hall from 5:00 - 6:00 pm. Children wishing to participate in
the Living Nativity are invited to the game room for costuming at 5:30
p.m. The Living Nativity begins on the lawn outside of the sanctuary at
6:15 p.m. For questions related to these events, please contact
allison@palmaceia.org or call the church office.

advent and Christmas

Calendar

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29th
9:00 am Presbyterian Women decorating the Sanctuary –
everyone is invited to help.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1st
10:00 am - Presbyterian Women’s Coffee at the home of
Ashley Merrill, 4909 W. Spring Lake Drive. All women of
the church are welcome.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2nd: 1st Sunday in Advent (Hope)
The sacrament of communion will be served at all services
today.
8:30 & 11:00 am - Sanctuary Worship
9:00 & 11:00 am - Contemporary Worship
9:30 am - New Members’ Hospitality Class in
the Bride’s Room
4:00 pm - Advent and Devotional Activities in the Gym
4:00 pm - Chrismon Tree Decorating in the Sanctuary
5:00 pm - Stone Soup dinner served in Fellowship Hall
6:15 pm - Living Nativity in the Courtyard. This will serve
as the Vespers Service this evening.
MONDAY, DECEMBER 3rd
9:30 am - Preschool Nativity
Animals Chapel
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5th
12:00 pm - Advent Contemplation
Service in the Chapel. Communion
will be served.
5:15 pm - Wednesday Night Dinner with Advent Activity
Menu: Roasted Pork, salad, and peppermint ice cream &
cookies
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9th: 2nd Sunday in Advent (Love)
8:30 & 11:00 am - Sanctuary Worship
9:00 & 11:00 am - Contemporary Worship
12:00 pm - Simple Lunch and Project Christmas in
Fellowship Hall
6:00 pm - A brief Vespers Service with Scripture, Prayer,
& Communion in the Chapel
7:00 pm - “Messiah” by G. F. Handel, The Christmas
Portion, in the Sanctuary. Featuring the PCPC Chancel
Choir and the Tampa Oratorio Singers with orchestra;
directed by Nancy Callahan.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 10th
9:30 am - Preschool Advent Chapel
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11th
7:00 pm - “Messiah” by G. F. Handel, The Christmas
portion, in the Sanctuary. Featuring the PCPC Chancel
Choir and the Tampa Oratorio Singers with orchestra;
directed by Nancy Callahan.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12th: Jolley Trolley Night
12:00 pm - Advent Contemplation and Scripture Service
in the Chapel. Communion will be served.

5:00 pm - Jolley Trolley rides begin. Hop aboard to
sing Christmas carols and admire lights around the
neighborhood!
5:15 pm - Wednesday Night Dinner with continued Jolley
Trolley rides
Menu: Chili, bread, and salad, plus cupcakes for dessert
All Youth Groups meet at 6:00 pm on this night.
Jolley Trolley and Movie Night
SUNDAY DECEMBER 16th: 3rd Sunday in Advent (Joy)
(Christmas Music Sunday)
8:30 & 11:00 am - Sanctuary Worship with Florida
Orchestra Brass Quintet accompanying in Sanctuary
9:00 & 11:00 am - Contemporary Worship
4:00 pm - Tampa Oratorio Singers present “Carols of
The Season” (tickets available for church members in the
church office)
6:00 pm - A brief Vespers Service with Scripture, Prayer,
& Communion in the Chapel
MONDAY, DECEMBER 17th
9:00 am - Preschool Family Christmas Chapel in the
Sanctuary

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19th
12:00 pm - Advent Contemplation and Scripture Service
in the Chapel. Communion will be served.
5:15 pm - Wednesday Night Dinner with Kenny Haelsig
(from the Bern’s Dessert Room!) accompanying us on the
singing of Christmas Carols
Menu: Beef Stroganoff with egg noodles, with homemade
Christmas cookies for dessert
6:15 pm - Longest Night Service in the Courtyard. The
service remembering those who are living on the streets
the longest night of the year.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23rd: 4th Sunday in Advent
(Peace)
8:30 & 11:00 am - Sanctuary Worship
9:00 & 11:00 am - Contemporary Worship
6:00 pm - Vespers Service with Scripture, Prayer, &
Communion in the Chapel
MONDAY, DECEMBER
24th: Christmas Eve
3:00 pm - Lessons and
Carols Service in the
Sanctuary
5:00 pm - Children and
Family Service in the
Sanctuary
7:00 pm - Contemporary
Candlelight and Communion Service
8:00 pm - Candlelight, Communion, and Carols Service
in the Sanctuary
11:00 pm - Candlelight, Communion, and Carols Service
in the Sanctuary
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25th: Christmas Day
(Church office closed)
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 26th
No Contemplation and Scripture Service this week
No Wednesday Night Dinner
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30th: 1st Sunday in Christmastide
8:30 & 11:00 am - Sanctuary Worship
9:00 & 11:00 am - Contemporary Worship
6:00 pm - A brief Vespers Service with Scripture, Prayer,
& Communion in the Chapel

MONDAY, DECEMBER 31st: New Year’s Eve
6:00 pm – New Year’s Eve Service in the Sanctuary
(Communion, Steeple Bell Ringing, Sparkling Grape
Juice, and Fireworks in the Courtyard)
TUESDAY, JANUARY 1st: New Year’s Day
(Church office closed)
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2nd
No Contemplation and Scripture Service this week
No Wednesday Night Dinner
SUNDAY, JANUARY 7th: Epiphany Sunday;
Sausage Sunday
Celebration of the visit of the Magi. The
light of Christ is made known to the
world. Communion is served in all services today. Hot sausage biscuits are served
across the morning (9:30-11:15 am) in
Fellowship Hall.
8:30 &11:00 am - Sanctuary Worship
9:00 & 11:00 am - Contemporary Worship
10:00 am – Intergenerational Epiphany Celebration in
Fellowship Hall, all are welcome (all children’s faith and
fellowship classes meet in Fellowship Hall)
6:00 pm - A brief Vespers Service with Scripture, Prayer
and Communion in the Chapel
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9th
5:15 pm – Wednesday Night Dinner Resumes
Menu: Mojo Pork, Black Eyed Peas and Collard Greens,
Salad, Bread, Cobbler
All Wednesday Night Music and Fellowship programs
resume.

NEW YEAR PRAYER
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, in your great love
you sent your Son into the world to rescue us from
our preoccupation with ourselves, and to call us
back to lives centered in you. Grant us the peace and
patience that come with knowing that all of history
is in your hands. Help us not to be anxious, but to
remember that he once came to earth in that far-off
place and time, so he will come again in final glory.
So assured, enable us to live gentle lives of thankful
rejoicing, so that every knee may bend and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. We ask
these things in his name, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, eternal and loving.
Amen.

Then Sings My Soul
Can you tell me the hymn from which the
title of this article is drawn? If you said How
Great Thou Art, you’re right! Many people
are surprised to learn that the hymn was
entitled at first, Then Sings My Soul. George
Beverly Shea made it famous singing it at
Billy Graham crusades. But it comes to us as
a hymn of the church, and that line, “then
sings my soul,” conveys the truth that faith
is often best expressed in music. Music has
the capacity to communicate not only the
inspiration of the Christian faith, but also the
hope and love of the Christian faith. Music may be the Christian faith’s best voice.

Sing and make melody to
the Lord in your hearts, give
thanks to God always....
~ Ephesians 5:19-20

“...this is our song...”

Why support PCPC’s stewardship effort? Because PCPC for 91 years has helped Christians testify to their faith in Jesus Christ, and
its continued ministry and presence will be a vehicle for continuing the witness of Christ in the year ahead. Your partnering with
others at PCPC keeps the song of the soul going. It teaches the faith and the soul song to children and youth. It helps adults sing
with their souls across the journey of their lives, and it’s a gathering place for the community in the worship to Jesus Christ through
music and action in this particular part of the world.
Please join the choir here at PCPC in singing the song of Jesus Christ in the year ahead by making a stewardship commitment.
Your estimate of giving enables us to build a budget, and to keep the music of faith ringing out from this community in 2019. You
can make that commitment online at www.palmaceia.org/pledge or by turning in a pledge card to the church office, or by emailing
finance@palmaceia.org and sharing your confidential giving estimate for 2019 with Leslie Darr, the Finance Director.
I often hear from folks how much the ringing of the PCPC steeple bells in the evening at 6:00 means to them. I know it’s but one
expression of the many ways in which the song of Jesus Christ reaches out from this place. Thank you for partnering with us. My
soul is singing with yours.
John DeBevoise, Pastor

(cut here)

Dedicated to Christ’s Work 2019 Stewardship Campaign
To help with budgeting for the coming year, our Estimate of Giving to the 2019 General Fund is a total of $______________.
To fulfill this pledge, gifts will probably be made as circled: Weekly

Monthly

Quarterly Twice a year

One time

Signed _______________________________________ _Print name: ____________________________________
(If joint pledge, please print Head and Spouse names)

Address: ______________________________________________ Zip: ___________________________________
Phone(s): ____________________________________ Email Address: _________________________________
Please return in an offering plate or drop at the Church Office. You may e-mail the information to
finance@palmaceia.org or call 813-253-6047, ext 269 to leave a confidential voice mail.
Additionally you may pledge online at www.palmaceia.org/pledge or mail to the address below.
IMPORTANT!
If you pre-pay some or all of this 2019 pledge before the end of this 2018 year, please make that clear in a
note or memo the check “2019 Pledge.”
Attention: Leslie Darr, Finance Office The Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church
3501 San Jose Street, Tampa, Florida 33629
(Copies of the annual report with budget can be obtained in the narthex, fellowship hall, and office foyer information racks,
or from Finance@palmaceia.org)

“...this is our song...”

