
Dear Session Members, Colleagues and Friends, 
 
I am writing to share that I have decided to retire from my position as Church 
Social Worker at Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church (PCPC) with my last working day 
of May 31, 2018.   
 

Hard to believe that I was called nearly 18 years ago to serve this wonderful 
church.  I have been blessed to have the opportunity to serve as your Church 
Social Worker.  My first task was to serve as a greeter at the Wednesday night 
dinners, assist with hospital visits and offer support to many seniors who called 
themselves “Gadabouts.”  All of this is still a big part of my ministry and my heart. 
 
I had the privilege of representing PCPC in the South Tampa interdenominational 
development of Faith Café (FC) and served weekly as the FC social worker for the 
first 6 years.  Another interdenominational effort was the shared monthly Senior 
Adult programs and luncheons called “Young At Heart.”  Both of these have not 

only been wonderful opportunities for our church to minister to others but also develop relationships with other 
South Tampa neighbors and church members. 
 

I have appreciated that many of you have trusted me to offer you community resources to help support your 
family members whose life situations had changed.   
 
I have been impressed by the incredible kind hearts of this church community.  During disasters, many of you 
have volunteered as well as given incredible resources to help those hurting.  It has been an honor and privilege 
to lead numerous “Disaster Teams” to Arcadia, FL and Gautier, MS after devastating hurricanes.  You’ve given me 
the opportunity to serve as Chair of the Presbyteries Disaster Team as well as the leadership of Florida 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Network (FLAPDAN).  
 

I have been tremendously blessed to serve as the staff liaison of the Social Work Ministries Committee.  I am 
always overwhelmed by the hearts, hard work, dedication and creativity of these angels to help promote the 
numerous drives that benefit non-profit organizations who support people in need.  Also, it been a joy to teach 
the monthly Hospitality / New Member classes. 
 

Probably the most humbling experience for me has been the opportunity to take teams to Uganda and Honduras.  
Our PCPC team had the opportunity to teach “Creative Grief Counseling Techniques for Children,” “Behavior 
Management Skills” and “Suicide Prevention and Intervention.”  The Social Work Ministries Committee and 
donors have also supported 6 additional mental health counselors going to Uganda to teach various mental health 
techniques that Lois Ochieng and her Ugandan colleagues requested. In Honduras, I was privileged to take 
pictures of all the school children.  Many of these children had never had a picture of themselves prior to this. 
 

I hope you all know how blessed this church is to have men and women who seek God’s guidance on how to best 
serve you and this community of believers and beyond. I count myself honored and privileged to be a small part of 
this incredible staff.  
 

Over my years at PCPC, I watched many of you in your approach to retirement.  You have shown me how to retire 
gracefully with joy, a sense of purpose, and fun.  Many of you know that I have been blessed to have moved to a 
retirement community (Westminster Shores) in St. Petersburg, FL.  As I journey towards this time of transition, I 
am excited about opportunities that God will lead me towards.   
 

Thanks for blessing me and trusting me to serve you as your Church Social Worker.  I have been blessed to build 
many friendships here at PCPC and hope those will continue throughout my life. 
 

May the Lord Bless You and Keep You and Give You Peace, 
 
B.J. (Betty) Johns 



BJ Johns To Retire
PCPC’s Director of Social Work Ministries, BJ Johns, has announced that after 18 years she is retiring 
from her work at PCPC as of the end of May, 2018. 

BJ began her work at PCPC as the Interim Youth Director back in 2000. Pastor John DeBevoise 
proposed to the church that when that interim was over she come on board as the Church Social Worker. Many Catholic 
Churches have a long history of Social Workers on their staff, but the model is not common in Protestant Churches. But 
PCPC’s emphasis on compassionate outreach, and the need he was seeing daily amongst the congregation, led Pastor 
John to propose it to the Session. 

BJ’s responsibilities have included working with the men, women, and children, who drop into the church weekly needing 
food, and housing assistance. She has brought a compassionate face and informed awareness to our engagement with 
them, and significantly increased the quality of our help to them. She also was a part of reaching out to church members 
who were going through difficult life circumstances, sometimes needing housing assistance, or family assistance, or other 
crisis needs.

BJ’s background was as a school social worker, where she initiated the development and led training to start the crisis 
team for the Polk County school system, and she was a medical social worker for Children’s Medical Services – Medical 
Foster Care before taking this position. This equipped her very well for assisting with hospital and nursing home 
visitation. As a part of her weekly work she has gone to the hospitals to be a means of Christ’s grace and care to those 
who were sick and dying. On several occasions each year she has shared with the pastors in the planning and leadership 
of memorial services. 

BJ has also been a liaison through the social work ministries committee with the Beth-El Farmworker Ministry, the Faith 
Café, Metropolitan Ministries, Just Elementary, Alpha House and other helping agencies here in Hillsborough County, 
as well as Counselor Training in Uganda and a part of the medical team mission to Honduras. Through her work with 
the Florida Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Network she has helped the church to respond to those who have suffered 
because of natural disasters.

BJ has also been a staff leader in our fellowship activities. She has been present almost every Wednesday night as a 
part of the greeting and hospitality, and helping to be attuned to individual needs as they’re presented at the dinner. 
She has been the leader for the Gadabout group, joining them for Sunday dinner regularly, and organizing other trips 
and fellowship activities. At the heart of that outreach to older adults has been the participation in the Young at Heart 
program, an older adult ministry with four area churches.

Every special holiday has found BJ engaged in some part of the church’s ministry in the holiday, whether conducting the 
Jolley Trolleys, helping to guard the animals at the living nativity, or greeting folks as a part of Easter hospitality, she has 
been a faithful and important part of our worship welcome and our community life in Jesus Christ. Children, teenagers, 
and adults have all been blessed by her ministry. 

Last year, BJ moved to Westminster Shores, in south St. Petersburg, a Presbyterian older adult Continuing Care 
Retirement Community, where several members in attendance at PCPC live. She reports she has greatly enjoyed the 
community there, and looks forward to becoming a more regular part of the local activities and informative programs 
they have in their beautiful location.

Pastor John DeBevoise said, “We will all miss BJ as a regular presence here at PCPC. We are grateful to God for the 
many things that were blessed by her compassion, her ideas, her actions, and her friendliness. I think friendship is the 
highest category of relationship for Jesus. First and foremost BJ was for so many a friend. I know that glorifies Jesus 
Christ. She deserves a wonderful new chapter in her future!” 

Plan now to drop into the Retirement Reception in BJ’s honor, on Sunday, May 6th, from 9:45am-11:45am, in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

Cards and notes may be sent to BJ at BJ@palmaceia.org, or at the church office. 


