This is the day that the Lord has made; let us
rejoice and be glad in it.

-Psalm 118:24
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Ken Hubbell Approved
for Ordination

An Easter Prayer written by Bill Wallof:

On February 1, 2018, the Committee on a
Ministry of the Presbytery of Tampa Bay voted to
allow Ken Hubbell, PCPC’s Youth Director, to
seek ordination as a “Minister of the Word and
Sacrament” of the PCUSA while still occupying
his position as Youth Director at PCPC.

Lord God, we thank you for all the accounts of Jesus’ resurrection we find
in scripture. We praise you for the faithfulness of the witnesses who saw and
heard what they did not expect.
-For how they heard him call their name,
-How he invited them to reach out and touch his crucifixion wounds,
-For how he ate with them hosting at a table,
-How their eyes were opened to a new reality and their lives
transformed by an encounter with the resurrected living Lord.
Forgive us when we trivialize their witness by our lack of faith or by our
failure to understand how the world has been changed by this “event of all
events.” We thank you that the resurrection is not dependent on our ability
to comprehend or believe but rather is your act grounded in your steadfast
love for the world. We praise you for bringing our world out of darkness
and death into the light of life eternal.
We hear the good news that you have not left us alone…but that you
promised to send us One to come and walk by our sides today even as Jesus
joined the disciples on the Emmaus road. Forgive us when we forget you are
there and do not reach out for your hand.
-By your gentle touch, empower us by your Spirit so that the guilty
might know your forgiveness.
-That the sorrowing might find comfort in your resurrection news.
-That the fearful might find hope beyond the things they can see in
this life.
-And that the cry of victims might be heard in the midst of their
suffering.
May your words to the disciples, “Oh, how foolish you are, and slow of
heart to believe all the prophets have declared” spur us on to see anew what
you have done in the res-urrection. Bring us all to faith that transforms us
into new creations.
For we make our prayer in the name of the One who opened scripture and
taught us to pray…Our Father….
….Amen.

On March 1, 2018, Presbytery examined Ken
and voted affirmatively to recommend him for
ordination.
PCPC congratulates Ken on this significant
achievement and surrounds him with our prayers
in this new chapter in his ministry.

Ken Hubbell’s Ordination
April 7th at 4pm at PCPC
The Presbytery of Tampa Bay invites you
to the Worship Service Celebrating the
Ordination of Kenneth Allen Hubbell
on Saturday, April 7th Year of Our Lord
Two Thousand and Eighteen
at Four in the afternoon.
A reception follows the worship service
at Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church
3501 W. San Jose Steet
Tampa, Florida 33629

Burning Hearts

By Bill Wallof
From his book, “Prayers of The People”

spring 2018

WORSHIP CALENDAR
Sunday, April 1: Easter Sunday
6:15 am - Sunrise Service at Bayshore Presbyterian Church
8:30 & 11:00 am - Festive Easter worship in sanctuary
9:00 & 11:00 am - Easter Contemporary Worship in the Gym
6:00 pm - Vespers Service - Easter Vespers Service in the
Chapel, with final readings in the courtyard with steeple bells
Sunday, April 8: Communion Sunday
8:30 & 11:00 am - Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
9:00 & 11:00 am - Connection Worship in the Gym
6:00 pm - Vespers Service - Service of quiet scripture reading,
prayer, and contemplation. The sacrament of communion will
be served.
Sunday, April 15: Youth Sunday
8:30 & 11:00 am - Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
9:00 & 11:00 am - Connection Worship in the Gym
6:00 pm - Vespers Service - Service of quiet scripture reading,
prayer, and contemplation. The sacrament of communion will
be served.
Sunday, April 22: “Telling Stories” Sunday
8:30 & 11:00 am - Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
(Barbara Brown Taylor preaching)
9:00 & 11:00 am - Connection Worship in the Gym (Barbara
Brown Taylor preaching)
6:00 pm - Vespers Service - Service of quiet scripture reading,
prayer, and contemplation. The sacrament of communion will
be served.
Sunday, April 29: Youth Sunday
8:30 & 11:00 am - Sanctuary Worship
9:00 & 11:00 am - Contemporary Worship
6:00 pm - Vespers Service - Service of quiet scripture reading,
prayer, and contemplation. The sacrament of communion will
be served.
Sunday, May 6
8:30 & 11:00 am - Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
9:00 & 11:00 am - Connection Worship in the Gym
2:00 pm: Plant High School Baccalaureate
6:00 pm - Vespers Service - Service of quiet scripture reading,
prayer, and contemplation. The sacrament of communion will
be served.
Sunday, May 13: Mother’s Day
8:30 & 11:00 am - Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
9:00 & 11:00 am - Connection Worship in the Gym
6:00 pm - Vespers Service - Service of quiet scripture reading,
prayer, and contemplation. The sacrament of communion will
be served.
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Holy Week and Children
Q: Are Holy Week services appropriate for my young
children?
A: Yes, the stories of Holy Week are key stories of our faith and
carry with a great deal of mystery and power which connect
with children. Especially elementary age children are ready to
hear the stories and participate in worship around them. At
each service there will be a coloring sheet/children’s bulletin
with a short written blurb about the service.
Q: What can I expect from the worship services?
A: On Maundy Thursday the church hears the story of
Jesus’ washing the disciples’ feet and the Last Supper. All
of our services this day include these scripture readings and
the Sacrament of Communion. The 6:30pm service also
includes music by the choir and the “stripping of the chancel.”
The stripping of the chancel is a powerful moment where
in preparation for what is to come on Good Friday, all
decorations are removed from the chancel, and the lights are
turned off. Good Friday services tell the story of the events
that lead to Jesus’ death. It is a somber service and children
are helped when we acknowledge the sadness of the day.
Remember, and help your child remember, the day is Good
Friday because even in the midst of the sadness we recognize
that God is at work and the good news that comes Easter
morning is that Jesus is risen!
Q: I want to bring my elementary age children to worship
but don’t feel comfortable bringing my non-school aged
children, is there a nursery?
A: Parents should know all children are welcome in all of our
services. However, we recognize that for a variety of reasons
parents may prefer another option. In an effort to support
families, the church nursery is available for birth-4-year-olds
during the 6:30pm Maundy Thursday service and the 12pm
Good Friday service.
Questions, contact Kelly McCord, ce@palmaceia.org

A Prayer for Mother’s Day
Eternal God, on this day we lift up mothers to you.
You, O Lord, are the one “who, from our mothers’ arms, hath blessed us on our way with
countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.”
Scripture has prepared us to recognize that by your grace, mothering takes many forms. We
pray for mothers around us . . .
. . . For those who, like Jesus’ mother, Mary, have been surprised by the unexpected
responsibility of parenting. Remind us not so much of the circumstance through which
children come into the world, but that they are always a gift from you. Help us to always see
your image in them.
. . . We pray for those who, like Naomi, find themselves parenting someone outside the
predictable patterns of mothering. Bless this day all grandparents, aunts, foster parents,
adoptive parents, and kindly people who care for children.
. . . And we give thanks for those like Ruth who become caregivers for their elders. Because the
generations that need to be mothered and the seasons of our lives can change, we sometimes
find ourselves mothering those who have even forgotten who we are. We take strength in
knowing that you remember their identity when they no longer do. Grant courage and
strength to all those who provide care in your name.
. . . We pray for those who, like Hannah, have struggled with the task of letting go of a child.
Teach us to support our children, even when the calling of their hearts does not meet our
greatest hope for them.
. . . We pray for those like Mary or Rachel who have known the deepest agony of a child’s
death. Remind them again that nothing can separate their child from your certain love. Give
strength and peace to those who mourn and those who cannot stop mourning.
. . . Despite our best efforts, families are breeched and broken by death, disaster, or
disagreement. Help us, like Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, to regroup our families in confident
hope that in due season wounds shall be healed and oneness restored.
. . . On this day we set aside to remember mothering, we also call to mind those men who are
called to the vocation of mothering, those who, in the absence of another, seek the heart of a
Mary or a Rachel. Let us renew our commitment to uphold them this day.
Loving God, the bond between parent and child can be the most intimate nd nurturing of our
lives. When this is our experience it is indeed a foretaste of your realm. To remember mothers
on one day is not enough. So, fashion in us a people who pray, work, laugh, and weep with
mothers and children in whatever circumstance is most faithful. For this we seek your grace
and presence. Through Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray. Amen.”
-by the Rev. Jon M Brown
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I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you,
you also should love one another.
-John 13:34
The Palma Ceia Preschool
Says Bye to the Bonnemas
The Preschool, like all ministry, is filled with moments of
great joy, deep love and times of sadness. We celebrate the
new milestones that our students achieve while lamenting
how fast these precious moments of childhood pass. Such
was the case as we celebrated with the Bonnema family their
continued ministry in North Carolina while simultaneously
lamenting their absence from our preschool community and
our church family.
It has been our great joy and honor to help create an
educational foundation for Zoe and Riley, and they have
brought so much light and life to our preschool. As a way
for our students and staff to send the Bonnemas on their
way to North Carolina with love, we asked David to lead
our Monday chapel service and presented Riley and Zoe
with two sets of books — one set for them to keep and one
set to bring to their new preschool. One of the books that
we gave them was a treasured book from Nancy’s childhood,
a book her mother used to read to her, “If Jesus Came to my
House.”
One of the stanzas in that book says this:
“I can make Jesus welcome,
as He Himself has said,
by doing all I would for Him
for other folk instead.”

PRESHCOOL

We are grateful for the moments we have with
our students and their families and pray that
the way we love, teach, and guide them honors
God and helps those within our walls grow in
their faith, so that they can then go and share the
Good News with others.

Preschool Director Nancy Little gifts
Zoe and Riley a favorite book
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Music Notes....

MusiCamp will be June 4th-8th this year! Keep an eye on
palmaceia.org and the weekly eNews emails for registration
information.
The TOS Golden Anniversary Concert that was
scheduled for April 15th will be postponed until the fall.

Thank you to the Franklin & Marshall College Chamber Singers on
tour from Lancaster, Pennsylvania. They stopped at PCPC in March
and sang a moving concert as a special Vespers Service. Bravo!

Palm Branches and
Easter Flowers
The congregation is invited to participate in two unique
ways on Palm Sunday (March 25) and Easter Sunday
(April 1). On Palm Sunday the congregation is invited to
bring in a palm branch from their own yard as we celebrate
Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. PCPC will have
Eco-Palms to hand out as well so the congregation can
participate in waving palms and shouting “Hosanna.”
The flower cross will again bloom this Easter Sunday and
you are invited to bring fresh cut flowers and/or greenery.
Help the cross bloom by placing flowers and greenery into
the cross in the courtyard on your way into worship.

Zoe and Riley Bonnema help their dad at Preschool Chapel

Let’s support our RAMWI*
Women! Get Going! Get Sewing!
*Refugee & Migrant Women’s Initiative

RAMWI works to improve the quality of Refugees
and Migrant Women’s life by enabling them to fully
participate in socio-economic, educational, health,
and cultural activities within the community.
RAMWI offers women the opportunity to come together
in a welcoming and supportive environment that allow
growth and healing. Together they gain knowledge of
their new homes and learn to navigate through their new
communities.

One of their activities is gathering women together to sew.
These are women from many different countries, speaking
many different languages, but sewing is universal!
Twenty-two women and two sewing machines. It’s not
enough. They want to produce beautiful crafts to sell to
become self-sufficient. They want to feed and clothe their
families.

Our goal: to buy 10 sewing
machines, fabric, thread,
scissors, pins, patterns and other
notions they need to become
truly productive.

End 68 Hours of Hunger
Dear Witness and Service Committee Members,
I’m happy to report that the January Food Drive for End 68
Hours of Hunger was another huge success! We collected
nearly 300 bags of groceries, 60 case goods, and received
$765.00 in donations. In addition, 32 congregants are
now volunteering with the program. This mission seemed
to touch many people as they learned of food insecurity
in our neighborhoods. Our church members showed
great enthusiasm and eagerness to help our neighbors in
need. The members of the END 68 team and Hyde Park
Presbyterian Church are thrilled and overwhelmed with the
donations and showed their appreciation with a “Thank
You” banner which hung in the breezeway for weeks.
The loving and giving Christian spirit of PCPC fills my
heart and I thank you for allowing me to share this mission
with the church. I am especially grateful for Jeff Andrews
and John Wells who provide unselfish service to those in
need.
Terri Kirkland

What do we need from you? Funds! Plus any new or gently
used sewing items you might have at home that you are
willing to donate. What’s in your fabric drawer?

We have researched sewing machines and found a
heavy duty Singer sewing machine on sale directly
from the Singer company. Retail is $199. We are
able to buy them right now for $119 each. One has

been bought and tried out and it works like a dream. It
sews through 6 layers of denim—a workhorse!

We hope this project will touch your heart as it has ours.
We are blessed with such abundance, and this is a way we
can reach out and help someone in our own community
become self-sustaining.
We will be collecting materials and donations throughout
the month of May. Materials can be dropped off at Will
Wellman’s office. Please contact will@palmaceia.org with
any questions.

Volunteers helped kick off our March Food Drive
for Beth-El Farmworkers by preparing shortcake
for our annual Strawberry Shortcake Sunday.
Thank you to everyone who brought in food to
contribute to this important season of donation
for our neighbors in Wimauma, Florida.

MISSION

A small group of women of PCPC have the dream of
funding this project and helping these women learn how to
use the machines, improve their skills, and provide a meal to
share in fellowship. Let us know if you’d like to join in this
effort!
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Southwestern Desert Animals Inspire a VBS Program
Dr. Jeff Traster is a retired band
director and music educator. He
attended Vacation Bible School as
a child. His father was a Methodist
minister, and his mother taught
Sunday School. VBS was always fun
for him, though he doesn’t recall
there being any specific revelatory
moment. “Like most kids, I liked the games and looked
forward to snack time,” Traster recalls with a smile.
It was when his own daughters began attending VBS that
he paid attention to content. Lessons included Bible stories
and verses, but provided little connection with what his girls
might deal with at school, with friends, or even with family
dynamics at home. “There was a lot of activity at VBS and
the girls had a good time, but it seemed to me there should
be more to it.”
A seed was planted.
One Christmas holiday
at their annual family
gathering in Mason,
TX, Traster’s cousin
Dayna Haines, a
secondary art teacher,
shared some artwork
she had created,
consisting of five wild southwestern animals drawn inside a
saguaro cactus. Haines perceived the cactus as the God-figure
of the desert with its three arms representing the Father, Son
and Holy Ghost. Although the wild animals she chose are
considered pests by the farmers and ranchers, she had noted
their admirable traits and associated a Bible verse with each
animal. Her idea was that ‘in the sight of God, all things are
good.’ It immediately hit Traster that her concept provided
a structure for creating a VBS curriculum: five animals that
corresponded with five days in VBS,
Bible verses, and the saguaro cactus, an
iconic figure of the southwestern desert,
representing God! He shared his thoughts
with Haines, and they excitedly bounced
ideas around about how to proceed.
However, at that time, Traster and Haines
were both working full time. Southwest
Safari moved forward only in tiny bursts
of creativity over the next few years. Retirement from the
University of Tampa afforded Traster the time to make Safari
a priority.
Beginning with an artist’s concept and a musician’s
inspiration, a committee’s leap of faith and churchcommunity involvement brought it all together.
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In May 2015, Traster pitched the Southwest Safari VBS idea
to Linda Beckham, then Children’s Education Leader at
Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church in Tampa, FL. At that time,
he had only Haines’ artwork and Biblical concepts, an outline
of lesson topics, and one song to show. Beckham saw the
potential in Southwest Safari and suggested that Traster pitch
the idea to the VBS leaders. They liked the concepts and took
a “leap of faith” that Traster would deliver a quality product
in time for adoption and production in June 2016. A
timeline for completion
of the various elements
was devised, and work
on Safari began in
earnest.
Traster started
researching the animals.
He thought, “What is
it about an armadillo
that children can relate to?” The original concept presented
the armadillo as being “battle ready,” but that didn’t seem
to fit the character of the armadillo who chooses “flight”
over “fight” whenever possible. Considering the armadillo’s
built-in protection, the idea changed from being battle-ready
to Christians being outfitted with protection by wearing the
“Armor of God” in our daily lives. Each day at school and at
work, we look like everyone else, but God’s invisible “armor”
protects us and empowers us to do the right thing and stand
firm in challenging situations.
In developing Southwest Safari, Traster collaborated with two
church-musician friends, Roger Sullins and Reed Conley to
write some of the songs and produce the orchestrations of
Southwest Safari. His mom served as Chief Editor, his family
served as “sounding boards” for lesson concepts and song
ideas, and church members created motions for the songs,
devised art/craft projects that related to lesson materials, and
invented animal-related games for recreation.
During Southwest Safari VBS, children
grow in understanding about what
it means to be one of God’s unique
creatures.
The saguaro cactus character, named Trinity,
is the central character of the week. Through
short skits that start each day, Trinity and a
church Host introduce one of the animals
and the scriptural concept of the day. Daily lessons contain
a “smart word,” a science lesson, a scriptural lesson, a story, a
craft, a short memory verse, a summary, and a closing prayer.
Every day, the children learn a new song that relates the
animal’s characteristics to Christian values and play animalrelated games. The curriculum is fully integrated.

Southwestern Desert Animals Inspire
a VBS Program continued
At Southwest Safari, everyone has a special place and a Godly
purpose!
Traster created a slogan summing up what he believes “VBS”
should truly stand for: Values Based in Scripture™. “Our
objective is to present scriptural content and Christian values
in ways that connect with children now and may lead them
to a deeper spiritual understanding as they mature.”
Palma Ceia Presbyterian is honored to have been the test
church for Southwest Safari, now available for churches
everywhere!

from the youth director
We’ve barely cracked the surface of 2018 and it’s already a
phenomenal year! We had 15 confirmation students join the
church, the youth praise band shared their talents with us,
and our summer trips are already busting capacity! We love
the energy and enthusiasm we are experiencing in the youth
program and are thankful to be a part of such a supportive
church. THANK YOU for all of you who have prayed for
us, participated with us, and all those have offered gifts in
the forms of camp scholarships and more. We are a blessed
community!
Congratulations to the following students who completed
confirmation class and were confirmed in worship services:

*****************

Southwest Safari VBS curriculum and materials are available at:
http://jefftraster.com/vbs
Article by Beth DeBevoise

Registration for Vacation
Bible School is Open!
June 4th-8th, 9am-12:00pm
Register online at
http://palmaceia.org/events/vbs-registration-open/
At “Hero Central” we will discover our strength
received in God and explore how we can demonstrate
characteristics of heart, courage, wisdom, hope, and
power.
Vacation Bible School is open to kids who’ve completed
Pre-K4-5th grade. A Pre-K3 (completed) class is available
for full time VBS volunteers and the registration fee
applies. Nursery care is available for full time volunteers
at no cost. Registration for Pre-K3 and Nursery
are unable to be processed online. Please print the
registration form, complete and submit to the church
office Attn: VBS.
Questions? Contact Susan LeBlanc at
susanelizabethleb@gmail.com or Mary Taggart at
marymactaggart@hotmail.com

Back Row, from left: Abbie Esposito, Luke Thompson, William
Hubbard, Katie Fletcher, Kelly Osceola
Front Row, from left: Abby Miller, Wynne Thomas, Mathew
Carrico, Matthew Maney, Ellery Van Aelst, Ethan Meiggs,
Catherine Touchton
Not pictured: Riley Swink, Grace Mickelson, and Reid Ballard
(Confirmed 3/25/18)

Special Dates to keep in mind:
March 28: “PCPC’s Got Talent” Night
April 15: Youth Sunday! Youth will be participating in the
9am Contemporary Service, and both 11am services
(Contemporary and Traditional). Email ken@palmaceia.org
for details about participating.
April 18: Field day (specifics TBD)
May 9: Last youth group of the year
FORMATION X: - Sundays, 10:05 a.m. for
grades 6th to 8th. 9th through 12th grade
students may help lead Formation X or may
attend the adult Sunday School classes.
Monday Night Bible Study: - Middle & High
School: 7:15-8:15pm middle and high school
students are invited to meet in the Youth Room.
Wednesday Night Youth Group: Middle School
(6th-8th grade) - 6 -7:30 pm in the Gym. High
School (9th-12th grade) - 7:30-8:45 pm in the
youth room.
For additional information, please email the
youth director, Kenny Hubbell, requesting to
be put on the email list: ken@palmaceia.org

YOUTH

Dr. Jeff Traster has a Bachelor of Music Education degree
from Baylor University, a Master of Music degree from the
University of Colorado, and a Doctor of Musical Arts degree
(conducting) from the University of Texas at Austin. He
concluded 33 years in music education serving as the Director
of Bands and Head of Music Education at the University of
Tampa for 19 years, including six years as the Chair of the
Music Department, retiring from the University of Tampa in
June of 2015.
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“Go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father,
to my God and your God.’”

-John 20:17

Summer Camps

Cedarkirk Day Camp at PCPC will be back again this
summer!
July 31st-August 3rd, 8:30-4pm.
Children completed K through 5th grades
Led by the summer staff of Cedarkirk at PCPC for a week,
this year’s theme is “Beyond Belief,” exploring how God can
be seen in the vastness of creation. Registration forms are
available in the church office, and scholarships are available!

Cedarkirk’s 2018 Summer Camp
Registration is OPEN!
The Cedarkirk Camp & Conference
Center in Lithia, Florida offers week-long
sleepaway programs for 3rd-12th grade
campers. They also offer three-day programs for 1st to 3rd
grade campers. To register go to www.cedarkirk.org

Children’s Faith Formation

“Deep Blue Adventure” Sundays at 10:05am
Through the “Deep Blue Adventure” curriculum, all
children infants to 5th grade are invited on Sunday
mornings to explore Bible stories through science
experiments, arts and crafts, animated video storytelling
and active games designed to help children learn and grow
together in Christ.
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Circle 2 Meetings:
Monday, April 9th, 10:15am at the home of Paula Wilson
Monday, May 7th, 10:15am at the home of Linda LaCasse
Monday, June 4th, 10:15am at the church
For more information, please contact:
Ellie Hunt, espyank@verizon.net, 727-0528
Circle 4 Meetings:
Monday, April 9th, 10:30am at the church, room C311
Monday, May 7th, 10:30am at the church, room C311
Monday, June 4th, 10:30am at the church, room C311
For more information, please contact:
Anne Loomis, annelret@aol.com, 254-2581
Circle 6 Meetings:
Monday, April 9th, 11am, TBA
Monday, May 14th, 10:30am at the home of Jan Gorrie,
2511 S Ysabella Ave
For more information, please contact:
Jan Gorrie, jan@ballardfl.com, 334-5288
Kathy Beeson Tate, kathybeeson222@gmail.com,
495-4455
Circle 7 Meetings:
Monday, Apr 9, noon at the home of Susan Stern,
905 S Rome Ave
Monday, May 14, noon – place TBA
For more information, please contact:
Sarah Stichter, ssstichter@verizon.net, 760-2324
Circle 8:
Dinner/Social at 6:30,
Study Discussion from 7:00-8:30
Tuesday, April 3, at the home of Sally Glisson,
2424 W. Prospect Rd
Tuesday, May 1, at the home of Susan Swartz,
4014 W. Inman Ave
For more information, please contact:
Shirley Ziegler, zieglersd@yahoo.com, 787-5339
Susan Bachmann, sebkeffer@verizon.net, 719-964-8381

at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall
SPRING FAMILY MOVIE
NIGHT! Join us for a
FREE evening of family
fun, hosted by PCPC’s
Children’s Ministry team.
We’ll gather in the Fellowship Hall on Friday, April 6 at
5:30 p.m. to watch the 5-Dove-Awards-recipient & PGrated film, “The Star.” Dove says, “The Star is destined to
become a classic! True to the story of the birth of Jesus, with
some animal humor added into the mix, what’s not to like?”
Bring a blanket or low chair & a friend! Kids can wear their
jammies. We’ll feast on hot dogs & popcorn picnic style, or
you can pack your own picnic if preferred. Hope to see you
there! RSVP to nancyc@palmaceia.org

Young Adults

WEDNESDAY DINNER
Wednesday Night Dinners are a longstanding tradition at
PCPC. They are a time to gather at the “family table”, to
sit around a lovingly prepared meal, and to join in casual
fellowship with family, friends, and “strangers” alike.
The cost is $5.00 a person, $3.00 a child, or $15.00 for a
family. Reservations are not necessary and guests are always
welcome! High chairs are available for small children. See
you at the table Wednesdays at 5:15!
April 4: Pot Roast & Root Veggies with salad, bread, and
angel food with berries for dessert
April 11: Baked Ham with salad, bread, and berry crisp for
dessert
April 18: Smothered Chicken Casserole, salad, bread, and
lemon pound cake

Young Adult Dinner Meeting March 27th at 6:00 pm
Folks in their 20’s and 30’s are invited to a monthly dinner
meeting at the home of John & Morgan Holmes: 3613
East Tampa Circle, Tampa FL 33629. We eat and socialize,
followed by a scripture discussion. No preparation necessary!
Bring a drink or dessert if you can, and RSVP to
AndrewR@palmaceia.org or to join the mailing list. The
group meets from 6-8pm on the 4th Tuesday of every month.

April 25: Pork chops, salad, bread, and cobbler

In Community

Young At Heart

May 6th 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm

May 2: Yellow Rice & Chicken/Black Beans, Spanish Salad,
and Tres Leches Cake
May 9: Shrimp Boil
May 16: Spaghetti & Meat Sauce; salad, garlic
bread; and cherry cheesecake

Fun, Food, & Fellowship

Hospitality Sessions for
New Members

Young at Heart is a shared monthly
interdenominational luncheon, fellowship,
and program for men and women over 55.
It is sponsored by the Social Work Ministries
Committee.
All programs are 12:30 – 2:00 pm, usually the
3rd Thursday of the month, and the cost is $8.
Upcoming Meetings:
April 19th at Hyde Park United Methodist
May 17th at Bayshore Baptist Church

One Sunday a Month; 9:30-11am
Upcoming Classes: April 15; May 13

Please RSVP to Bruce Farnell at 813-253-6047
or receptionist@palmaceia.org

PCPC offers a monthly Hospitality Session for anyone
who has an interest in learning more about Palma Ceia
Presbyterian and its ministries. Some people who attend
this new members class have a desire to become members
of PCPC and decide to join at the end of the class.
Others attend the class simply as part of their exploration
toward learning more about the ministries that PCPC has
to offer individuals and families. All are welcome on any
of the above dates in the Bride’s Room next to the chapel,
and we look forward to seeing you!

Are you signed up for The Pastor’s
Blog? Receive emails a few times a
month with relevant, seasonal messages
from the pastors. Sign up on the home
page of palmaceia.org

PCPC’s In Community Speaker Series continues to mark
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation this spring, with
talks in the Fellowship Hall at noon. The next one is May
6th, with a talk by Nicole Partin Abdnour. Lunch will be
available. Contact Will Wellman with any questions at
will@palmaceia.org.

FELLOWSHIP

Family Movie Night April 6th
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adults

& families

NEW Faith Formation
Opportunities for Adults
Spring 2018

The Gospel of John
Sundays, April 8th – April 29th at 10:05am in EM307/308
Led by Bill Hull, this four-week study of the Gospel of John
offers an opportunity to engage with how John leads us to a
deeper understanding of the meaning and purpose of the life
and ministry of Jesus Christ. The study will focus on John’s
use of imagery, metaphor, and other means of engaging us at
a variety of levels in seeking to discern and apply the truths
of the gospel. We will follow a thematic approach to the
contents of John, rather than a verse-by-verse, chapter-bychapter process. You are invited to join the journey.
Mental Health & Mind Care
Sundays, April 8th – April 29th at 10:05am in EM305/306
Led by Sheri Levens (LHMC) and Sally Speer (LCSW),
this class will address the challenges we face as Christians
living in a world that often makes it hard to stay mentally
fit and healthy. More and more of us are facing anxiety
and depression than ever before. The class will provide
information and resources available to help us give ourselves
and our loved ones good care.
Faith as Journey
Sundays, April 8th – June 10th at 10:05am in EM301/302
Led by Robert Weirenga, this class will explore the faith
journeys of ten persons from the Bible: five women and five
men; five from the Old Testament and five from the New.
These journeys illustrate the values of Home, Listening,
Courage, Resilience, Compassion, Change, Family, Repair,
Openness, and Hope. Our text will be the book that Robert
wrote on this subject, “Faith As Journey.”
Justice in the Prophets
Sundays, May 6th – May 20th at 10:05am in EM307/308
Led by Will Wellman, this class will examine the Biblical
concept of justice as shown through the prophets. Readings
will draw from the words, worlds, and stories of both the
major and minor prophets. As we examine and discuss
these texts, we will also seek to find their message for our
contemporary context and identify ways God is calling us to
live out lives of justice.

Faith and Fiction

If you love to read and discuss books, consider joining the
PCPC Faith and Fiction book group. The group reads a wide
range of fiction and (occasionally) nonfiction books, looking
for evidence of faith in the lives of the characters. The group
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month.
Upcoming dates and books:
April 17th: More than Human by Theodore Sturgeon
May 15th: Testimony by Scott Turow
June 19th: Blackbird House by Alice Hoffman

Telling Stories

-a sudden enlargement of the worldA Conference of Faith & Art
Hosted by Eckerd College & Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church
April 19th - April 22nd, 2018
at Eckerd College
Free and open to the public
Art has long been a medium for the exploration of faith, a
place where mystery can unfold without boundary or bottom.
In the moments of dogmatic slumber or idolatrous devotion,
the arts come as a waking savior, reminding us that God is
boundless and ever-moving. This April, Eckerd College and
Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church, along with co-sponsors
NEXT Church and Image Journal, will be hosting a four-day
conference to examine and explore this topic.
With the theme of “Telling Stories” as guide, this conference
will employ discussions, poetry readings, presentations, visual
arts, and theater to examine art’s power to confront current
narratives, allow people to tell their own stories, and explore
new ways of talking about God, faith, and social responsibility.
Presenters include contemporary poet and member of the Gila
River Indian Tribe Natalie Diaz, New York Times best-selling
author and Episcopal priest Barbara Brown Taylor, and more.
Designed for anyone interested in the imaginative and
prophetic intersection of faith and arts, we hope you’ll join
us April 19th — April 22nd. You can find a link with more
information and registration on palmaceia.org

Mark your calendars! The Bloodmobile will be at PCPC
5/22, 7/22, and 10/21 from 8:00am -1:00pm. All donors
will receive a wellness checkup including blood pressure,
temperature, iron count and cholesterol screening.
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Seeking Nominations

Covenant Circle

The Officer Nominating Committee is seeking
nominations from the congregation as they begin their
work of nominating a slate of Ruling Elder candidates to
serve on the Session beginning in January 2019. Do you
know a PCPC member who has the gifts of discernment
and deliberation? If so, please prayerfully consider
nominating them by emailing ONC Chair Kem Toole
(kemtoole.tampa@gmail.com) with their name and a few
words as to their involvement in the church and the gifts
they’d bring to service of the church in this capacity.

With the arrival of spring and the joyous
time of Easter fast approaching, it is
joyful and spiritual time for Christians
around the world and here at Palma Ceia
Presbyterian Church.

Pilgrimage to Israel

On Sunday, May 6, 2018, the Covenant Circle will hold
its annual luncheon in the Fellowship Hall for those who
have included the church in their estate plans and for
those who are just starting to explore future opportunities
to support our church. ALL persons who attend Palma
Ceia Presbyterian Church are welcome to come for lunch
and learn about various planned giving opportunities!
The festive luncheon is a celebration of our enduring
commitment to Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church.

2018 PCPC Income Graph

Remembering PCPC in your estate plans is a
powerful demonstration of your life priorities. Gifts
can be large or very small. Gifts can made through
your will, a gift annuity, or a trust. A bequest in
a will can be as simple as a specific dollar amount,
a percentage of an estate, a specific asset, or the
naming of the church as a contingent beneficiary.
Gifts of real estate, appreciated property, tangible
personal property (such as jewelry, art and
automobiles), life insurance and retirement
accounts are also excellent ways to provide for our
church’s long-term future.
We hope to see you after Wednesday Night Dinner
on May 2nd and at the Covenant Circle luncheon
on Sunday, May 6th at noon in the Fellowship
Hall. All are welcome.

On March 11th, we gathered in the Fellowship Hall to wish David,
Sarah, Zoe, and Riley Bonnema well as they begin a new journey.
David is following a pastoral call to Unity Presbyterian Church in
Denver, NC. The new mailing address for the Bonnemas is 8156
Unity Church Road, Denver, NC, 28037. Godspeed, Bonnemas!

…And when he had given
thanks, he broke the bread
and said, “This is my body
that is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”
-1 Corinthians 11:24

DISCIPLESHIP

PCPC will be leading a trip to Israel in April 2019.
Visit http://www.tourstotheholyland.com/Palma-CeiaPresbyterian-Church-Pilgrimage-2019.aspx to view the
itinerary and to register. If you would like to be added to
the email list with trip updates, email Beth DeBevoise at
DeBevoisePR@gmail.com.

On May 2, 2018, the Covenant Circle will
make a short presentation in the Fellowship Hall after
Wednesday Night Dinner (approximately 6:15pm) to
address any questions you may have about remembering
the church in your giving plans. We hope this presentation
will demonstrate the easy and uncomplicated ways that
the church can be included in your financial plans and the
number of giving options that are available.
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WE’RE ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
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Facebook
www.facebook.com/PalmaCeiaPresbyterianChurch
Twitter @palmaceiapres
Instagram PCPChurch
Website www.palmaceia.org

Report From Medical Mission Trip to Haiti
In March, a Medical Mission Team from PCPC and
Village Partners International (VPI) traveled to
Mombin Crochu, Haiti for a week. Below are some of
the measurable results of the trip:
•

19 surgeries performed

•

Saw over 250 medical patients in the hospital
and mobile clinic

•

Distributed 100 pairs of glasses

•

Began creating a nutrition program to
rehabilitate severely malnourished children,
with program to be implemented this spring

•

Conducted classes for the nurses on
hypertension, wound care, and pre and post
op care

•

47,000 people have access to clean water with
the 103 clean water sources built, and water
borne disease is no longer present.

Thank you, PCPC, for everything you do to support
this partnership.

