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After 16 years serving as PCPC’s Finance Director, Kathy Alberts is retiring at the end of January. Kathy has faithfully handled the
many complex and demanding responsibilities of her office with reliability and skill, including successfully seeing PCPC through 15
annual audits! The nature of the work involves both mathematical precision and attention to the many congregational relationships,
managing benevolent receipts, budgets and statements, and bills. Pastor John DeBevoise said, “Kathy not only brought a great deal of
energy and time to this work, but her honesty and character created that most valuable of assets — trust. She has handled this work
with faith and love.”
The congregation will have the opportunity to thank Kathy at the Wednesday Dinner on January 24th from 5:15 to 6:00 pm. Kathy and
her husband, Dr. Fred Alberts, have looked forward to her well deserved retirement with their beloved long hair dachshunds, Gracie
and Sam. Those who desire to send cards or notes to Kathy can do so through the church office.
We welcome Leslie Darr as the new Finance Director. Leslie has been working with Kathy since November. Leslie has extensive
experience in the banking industry as well as finance offices of churches and schools, having most recently worked as Business
Manager at the Bayshore Christian School. A hire team of reps from Personnel & Finance, chaired by Jennifer Pandolfi of Personnel,
hired Leslie after a careful search process, and we are pleased to have the benefit of her work and experience at PCPC. You can write
Leslie or Kathy at Finance@palmaceia.org

WillIam Wallof
1940-2017
Bill Wallof, PCPC’s Dean of the Chapel
Emeritus, died early New Year’s Eve of
complications from Parkinson’s while in
the hospital. Bill’s membership at Palma
Ceia Presbyterian went back to his early
childhood. Bill was a graduate of Plant
High School, University of Florida, and
Union Presbyterian Seminary. After
seminary Bill served as a librarian in the
Humanities Department of the Library,
and for decades an Adult Sunday school
teacher at PCPC. He served as PCPC’s
Dean of the Chapel for nearly 20 years,
principally a teaching ministry. We keep
Bill’s wife Elaine and their adult son Tom
in our prayers, as well as his sister,
Shirley Looper, and brother, The Rev.
Hal Wallof. A memorial service will be
held at Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church
at 10am January 20th.

Lead Us As You Led the Magi
Prayer by Bill Wallof

Spirit of the living God, in you all life finds power and purpose. You hovered over
the waters at creation and brought life to the earth. You gave form to that which was
chaotic. You breathed your breath into our nostrils and we became living persons.
We pray:
-That you would hover over us in the New Year ahead that we might be clothed in the
love of Christ that clarifies and gives form to the chaotic in our lives.
-That you would breathe anew your Spirit into us so that the dead places in our hearts
might find life.
As you led the Magi unerringly to Jesus, light our path with a new star leading us back
to the manger of Christ as we journey through personal sadness. May his bright star of
hope give us direction in this New Year and provide endurance for the journey ahead. let
our Christmas not end with the taking down of the tree.
Light our way, O God, so that all nations and all hearts might discover the path leading
into your presence for you have promised us that we are never alone.
We make this prayer in the name of the One who made that promise and taught us to
pray …
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.”
(Revelation 21:5)
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Upcoming Classes & Events
Contemporary Worship:
New Sermon Series
We are starting a new
January Sermon Series in
the Contemporary Service
- Big Decisions: How God
Provides Insight Into Major
Life Decisions. The new
sermon series begins January 7th at the 9:00 and 11am services. We
will study questions such as “How should I create my family?” and
“What should I spend my life doing?” This is a five-week series, and
it’s a good opportunity to invite a friend to attend!
Faith & Poetry: Our Favorite Poems
Sundays, January 7th – February 11th, at 10:05am in EM307/308
Led by Carol McCammon & Will Wellman. Believers through the
centuries have found poetry a helpful place to explore the mystery and
depths of faith. Whether a Psalm or contemporary poem, attendees
will be invited to share their favorite poem and what it means to them
in this class. Additionally, Carol & Will will share some of their own
favorite poems. All are welcome, and there is no need to share a poem.
Email will@palmaceia.org for more information or to put your poem on
the list.
Rule of Life
Sundays, January 7th – February 11th, at 10:05am in EM305/306
Led by Mindy Powell and Kurt Hine. When we’re being completely
honest with ourselves, it can often feel like our spiritual life is casual or
haphazard. We need support, intention, and structure so our spiritual
life does not grow in a confused and disorderly way. In the Christian
tradition, the name for this kind of support for the spiritual life is called
a rule of life. This class will explore how creating and maintaining a
personal Rule of Life engages us in the critical practices that help to
form us spiritually.
Spiritual Practices for the 21st Century
Sundays, February 18th – March 25th, at 10:05am in EM307/308
Led by Will Wellman, this class will look at the many obstacles and
pitfalls facing those seeking to live a spiritually grounded life in the
21st century. Through discussions of these issues we will seek ways
to live balanced, healthy lives. The class will study Christian spiritual
practices from the broader tradition and explore how they can be
adapted for today’s climate. The class will also be an opportunity to walk
in community and prayer through the Lenten journey towards Easter
Volleyball Program Begins January 14th
PCPC offers a skills-based volleyball program year round for girls in
grades 2nd through 8th. A league is offered each Fall and Spring, and
additional clinics and camps are offered seasonally. The Registration
Form for the upcoming season is on palmaceia.org. Practice begins
January 14th. Contact John McClung at jmcclung@tampabay.rr.com
for any additional information.

Confirmation Classes for 9th Graders and Up
6-week confirmation courses begin Sunday, January 21st
Pastor David Bonnema and Youth Director Kenny Hubbell will be
teaching on the following:
•
•
•
•

God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit
Sacraments and their meaning
The Bible and application
Christian living and what it means to be the Church

At the end of the course, students have an opportunity to join the
church by making a personal profession of faith. Students are welcome
to participate in confirmation as a means to deepen their faith, even if
your family belongs to another church.
This class is taught in the 2nd floor youth rooms (Eastminster 204/5)
on Sunday mornings. This 6-week class begins on Sunday, January
21st and ends on February 25th with each class running from
10:00am-12:00pm. On March 4th, students will be recognized in front
of the congregation at each service and celebrated at the confirmation
dinner that same evening.
To register, email ken@palmaceia.org and include:
•
•

student name, student email, student cell phone, and student
birthday
parent names, parent email, and parent cell phone

If you have other questions, contact Kenny via email:
ken@palmaceia.org or call/text at: 813-480-2405
Confirmation is a wonderful way to offer our young people thorough
and foundational teachings on faith’s most essential facets. I hope that
your child can commit to this practical, helpful 6-week course!
Lunch and Learn - January 28th, 12:00-2:00 pm
PCPC’s ministries with refugees in the Tampa Bay area continues to
grow. This year we have helped our refugee neighbors with housing,
utilities, clothing, furniture, and more.
Are you interested in volunteering, working with a refugee family, or
getting more involved? Join us for a Refugee Ministry Lunch & Learn
on January 28th from 12:00pm until 2:00pm. We will be having lunch,
hearing a talk from Janet Blair (DCF) on refugees in Tampa, and then
participating in breakout sessions to learn about opportunities and get
training.
This event is open to the community, so bring a friend! If you have any
questions please reach out to Will Wellman, will@palmaceia.org
Note from the Presbyterian Women
We need volunteers to work at Church Women United on Wednesday,
February 14th from 8:45am until noon. Contact Gay Rivas at
griv53@gmail.com if you can help!

PCPC Life The next issue of PCPC Life will be mailed in the middle of February. Keep an eye on your mailboxes, or on palmaceia.org
(Click under the “Resources” tab at the top). The next newsletter will cover events starting on February 18th through Holy Week.

Steeple News
The Witness and Service Committee Reports on
Your Impact
Have you ever wondered what impact that the gifts that you give make
in the lives of others? Have you ever wondered if a difference was
made? Hurricane relief supplied by this church this fall helped fund and
support the Presbyterian Disaster Relief effort.
But outreach continued beyond
that.
A truck, completely packed with
donated supplies, was carried to
Beth-El and the migrant workers in
the surrounding community, whose
homes and livelihoods had been
destroyed. Dollars donated were
able to send 4 planeloads of needed items to the Virgin Islands, with
the help of St. Pete Air and the Glascock Foundation, where generators,
medical supplies, medications (including insulin, tetanus, and
antibiotics), and other requested items were safely delivered. A public
health crisis caused by unclean water was averted by sending enough
water purification tablets to bridge the time needed. The Frederiksted
Health Clinic received a new server, rechargeable batteries, and enough
supplies to serve the people of the area when the hospital closed.
In Puerto Rico, 2 planeloads of medical supplies were sent to help the
children’s hospital, and other small organizations bypassed by the main
relief efforts. Partnering with Park Presbyterian Church in New York and
the Presbytery of San Juan, solar panels were sent to provide electricity
to those in need.
Lives were impacted in ways we will never know, because of hearts that
cared, and reached out to those so in need when disaster struck.
The Witness and Service Committee also has an update on the clean
water project started last year in Haiti thanks to your donations. In the
mountains of rural NE Haiti, over 4,000 people now receive clean water,
through the cisterns that have been built and continue to be built in
this area. PCPC helped to fund this ongoing project, which ultimately
will impact thousands more. The areas which now have access to clean
water report no water borne disease, and a potential exacerbation of the
cholera epidemic has been averted. The gift of clean water… the gift of
life.

Save the Date! On Friday, March 30th,
PCPC will need volunteers at Faith Cafe
Any time a month has a 5th Friday, PCPC has committed to staff the
entire Faith Café from 10:30am until 1:30pm.
To sign up to volunteer, head to www.faithcafetampa.com/volunteer.htm
Or contact Stann Givens at 813-251-6700 or sgivens@givenssparks.com
Thank you!
Have you visited the “new” church library???
Please come visit the “new” Rev. Irvine H. Williams Library of PCPC,
room 309 of Covenant Hall. We have many new books, and the entire
collection is now divided into grouping by subject matter rather than
the old Dewey Decimal cataloging. There’s a reference section with
such things as The New Interpreter’s Bible. The collection of books
on theology has grown. We have books on church history and world
religions, with the largest areas being Christianity and Judaism. The
collection has grown with many new titles in pastoral counseling,
with subheadings in such areas as grief, marriage, divorce, and
relationships. Fiction is mostly literary fiction, with themes that
address the complexities of life. We are especially proud of our poetry
collection, which we call Poetry and Faith. It contains a number of
anthologies as well as collections by individual authors. A small
music section has a number of hymnals as well as CDs. The last area
on the east wall contains spiritual writings, books by such authors as
Frederick Buechner and C.S. Lewis. There’s a small collection of books
for children, from picture books to Bibles. We plan to add titles that
support the adult Faith Formation classes as that curriculum continues
to develop.
As you enter the library from the corridor there’s a small table with a
notebook for signing out materials you want to borrow—just follow the
simple instructions!
We are currently not taking donations. If you do have books you would
like to donate, we suggest you give them to a thrift store, such as Life’s
Treasures on Dale Mabry.
-Carol McCammon

Did You Know…

Have you ever wondered what impact the gifts you give make in the
lives of others Each life touched is changed forever by the love of an
unknown stranger. How can one say thank you?

We have a “Pastor’s Blog” section of the website on www.palmaceia.org!
You can sign up to receive emails with inspirational messages from our
pastors several times a month!

PCPC is a gateway for local, domestic, and international help thanks to
the congregation’s continued generosity.

Sign up is easy — simply enter your email address on the home page
under “Blog Subscription” or at www.palmaceia.org/pastors-blogsubscription.

-by Dr. Sylvia Campbell and Michael Maddux

“Whatever you did for one of these least brothers
of mine, you did for me.” Mathew 25:40

Stewardship: It’s Not Too Late!

It’s not too late to be a part of the 2018 church budget with your “intent to give” amount by filling out a pledge form online at
palmaceia.org/pledge or in the church office or by a confidential email to finance@palmaceia.org

Worship Calendar
8:30 & 11:00 am Traditional Worship – Sanctuary
9:00 & 11:00 am Contemporary Worship,
The Connection – Gym
6:00 pm Vespers Service – Chapel
January 14th: Race Relations Sunday
January 21st: Global Christian Unity Sunday
January 28th: Ordination Sunday
February 4th: Souper Bowl Sunday
February 11th: Pancake Sunday
February 14th: Ash Wednesday
February 18th: First Sunday in Lent/Communion

Youth Group Note — TIME CHANGE!

High School Youth Group will continue to meet on Wednesday evenings, however we are
changing the time from 7:15-8:30pm to 7:30-8:45pm.
Middle School Youth Group will continue to meet on Wednesdays from 6-7:30pm.
Plus, Monday Night Bible Study for all youth (6th-12th) continues from 7:15-8:15pm.
Join us in the youth room as we explore the Bible. Middle and high schoolers are invited.
They will participate in separate Bible studies.

Youth Summer Trips

It’s time to sign up for Youth Summer Trips!
Registration began on January 1st, for all 4 trips:
Middle School: Disciple Now and Southwind
High School: Mission Trip to Houston and The Great Adventure
You can find details and registration forms at http://palmaceia.org/youth-summer-trips/
For any questions, contact Kenny Hubbell at ken@palmaceia.org

Praise the Lord! How good it is to sing praises to our God;
for he is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting.
- Psalm 147:1
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