Ministries & Missions

THE

OF PALMA CEIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

... from the

Pastor’s desk

Welcome to the Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church! I hope you will find this congregation to
be the warm and gracious fellowship I know it to be. A truly intergenerational family gathers
here. We worship God, work together in a ministry of care and compassion, grow together in
Christian education, and support each other in love and fellowship. I pray that, like so many
others, you might find a church home here, with all the nurture and opportunity that should
be a part of your Christian life.
This church has a fine history with roots that go back over 90 years in Tampa’s past.
Sometimes we have four generations seated in the same pew! We are a member of the
PC(USA) denomination, the largest group of Presbyterians in the United States.
We are especially interested in new members, and over 1/4 of us have been here less than ten
years. We believe God blesses us by bringing us the gifts, insights, and help of new members.
People from a variety of traditions have felt comfortable here. I believe you will find our
worship services thoughtful, nurturing, and inspirational.
This congregation is seeking to follow the Lord Jesus Christ. We are trying faithfully to be his
disciples and active agents of God’s love in Tampa and the world.
Our Mission Statement reads:

PCPC’s Mission is to be a Christian community, to witness to God’s love by being a
community of disciples of Jesus Christ, scripturally centered, joyfully and prayerfully in
fellowship, with a heritage in the Reformed tradition, offering regular opportunities for
worship with excellence in preaching and music, woven through education and nurture,
marked by hospitality, humility, and compassion, expressed through friendship and
service locally and globally. Out of our family history our mission is particularly to be
a Christian community valuing children and youth, and to be a neighborhood church
with friendships around the world.
If you would like to meet with a pastor or a member of the staff or congregation to
discuss this church and its programs, history and character, feel free to email Diane King
at Diane@palmaceia.org to arrange a time for conversation with one of us. Or come to a
Wednesday Night Dinner and join some of the members at a dinner table, and enter into the
conversation which so characteristically marks our fellowship of faith and friendship here. We
are glad to have folks present with us as visitors, regular friends, and members.
In Christian Fellowship,
Pastor John DeBevoise
3501 San Jose • Tampa, Florida 33629 • 813.253.6047 • www.palmaceia.org

get
to
know
us
about the church 			
Located in the heart of South Tampa and witnessing
to the Love of God for nearly 90 years. Committed to
a neighborhood presence and a worldwide outreach,
blessed with a welcoming congregation and a deep
heritage of Christian faith.

PCPC:
• is a congregation of The Presbyterian Church In The
United States of America (PCUSA)
• is a member of The Presbytery of Tampa Bay
• was founded in 1927
• has been continuously at this location since 1926
• has, from its beginning, been a part of this
neighborhood and across the street from Plant High
School
• is an intergenerational congregation with people in
every decade of life

PCPC offers:
• an active children’s ministry program with many
special events, children’s sports ministries, and a
wonderful Sunday School
• an active youth program with middle school and
high school programs
• a weekday preschool with a 35-year history of
excellence
• older adult ministry programs
• an active adult Christian education program with
classes every Sunday morning, during the week, &
Wednesday evenings
• a Wednesday Dinner fellowship program Sept.
through May with a great prepared hot meal
• has over 2,000 members and 300 children, and
many friends regularly attending
• many music programs with an outstanding Choir,
Handbell choir, Children’s Choirs, and Praise Band
• a steeple bell that plays hymns every day at 6:00 pm
The official seal of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) was adopted in 1985. The seal
is comprised of a cross symbol, the basic
components of which are cross, open Bible,
a descending dove at the upper part of
the cross, and flames on either side of the
lower part of the cross. Its power depends
on both its simplicity and complexity, as well as its
traditional and enduring qualities.

connect with us
PCPC Telephone: (813) 253-6047
PalmaCeia.org

PASTORS

John DeBevoise
John@palmaceia.org
Nicole Abdnour, Associate Pastor
Nicole@palmaceia.org
David Bonnema, Associate Pastor
Bonnema@palmaceia.org

CHURCH INFORMATION/CONTACTS

General Information/Address Changes
Bruce Farnell: receptionist@palmaceia.org
Birth/Adoption Announcement, Baptism,
Weddings or Funerals
Diane King x222 or diane@palmaceia.org
Room Reservation Request
www.palmaceia.org/room-reservation-form
Facility Manager – Wally Willcher x240
Prayer List – Additions or Changes
prayer@palmaceia.org
Care/Pastoral Visit Request
care@palmaceia.org
Pledge/Donation/Memorial Gift/Planned Giving
www.palmaceia.org/giving
Kathy Alberts: kalberts@palmaceia.org
Ministry by Life Stage:
Family & Children: Nicole@palmaceia.org
Youth (6th-12th): Ken@palmaceia.org
Young Adult: Ken@palmaceia.org
Senior Adults: BJ@palmaceia.org

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Facebook: facebook.com/PalmaCeiaPresbyterianChurch
facebook.com/PCPCConnection
facebook.com/PCPCChildrensMinistry
Twitter: @palmaceiapres
Instagram: @PCPChurch

STAY IN TOUCH
Sign up for more information on our ministries and
to receive weekly emails and seasonal newsletters
here: www.palmaceia.org/get-connected

worship

sundays at PCPC
PCPC offers several options for worship. On Sunday mornings, traditional services are held in the Sanctuary
at 8:30 am and 11:00 am. At this service we follow the Order for the Lord’s Day from the Book of Common
Worship and follow the pattern of “Gathering, The Word, and Sending.” Hymns are led by the choir and
selected from The Presbyterian Hymnal.
In addition, there is a contemporary worship service called The Connection held in the multipurpose room in
Covenant Hall at 9:00 am and 11:00 am. The service offers a relaxed environment with a message by one of
the pastors and music provided by the Praise Band. The sermons typically follow a series format.
A 30-minute Vespers worship service is offered on Sunday evenings at 6:00 pm in the Chapel. This service
includes scripture readings, prayer and quiet time for reflection.
The sacraments, baptism and communion, are offered at all three services. There is something for everyone at
Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church, and we welcome you to worship with us.

Church Nursery

PCPC provides care for infants and toddlers under
3 years of age. The nursery is open on Sunday
mornings during all services. Parents are offered
vibrating pagers in case the nursery staff needs to
contact them during church. The nursery is located
on the 1st floor in the Preschool facility.
Our nursery director, Jeanne Rowe, has been on
the church staff for over 25 years. You are invited
to come by any Sunday morning to visit the nursery
and meet the staff. If you have any questions,
please contact Jeanne at jeanne@palmaceia.org.

Godly Play During Worship

Children of all ages are welcome in worship.
3-year-olds thru 1st graders can attend Godly Play
following “Time with the Children.” Godly Play is a
Montessori-based program designed to share both
the stories from the Bible and the language of worship
and seasons of the church year. Godly Play welcomes
additional hands to shepherd our children (sitting with
them as they listen to the story, handing out snacks,
and passing out activity sheets). For more information
about volunteering with Godly Play please contact
Nancy Creedon, nancyc@palmaceia.org.

Music at PCPC
The music program of PCPC is an integral part of our worship. Those in choirs have the opportunity to lead the
congregation in hymns and to present inspiring music. There are many opportunities available!
CHILDREN
PreK-4 through 5th grade children are invited to unite their voices
in praise to God, learn to serve as worship leaders and to enjoy the
fellowship and joy of learning to sing!
The Joyful Noise Choir is for PreK-4 through 1st graders, and meets
on Wednesdays at 5:00 pm to learn to sing songs of worship. The
Junior Choir is for all children grades 2-5. This choir serves not only as
worship leaders each month, but is also engaged in learning rhythm,
singing in parts, playing obstinate instruments, and sight singing. This
choir also rehearses at 5:00 pm on Wednesdays.
THE HANDBELL CHOIR
The Handbell Choir for adults rehearses on Wednesdays from 6:00-7:00 pm. If you think you may enjoy being a
part of this choir, please contact Bonnie Givens at bgivens50@hotmail.com.
THE CHANCEL CHOIR
The Chancel Choir is the adult choir for PCPC. We are very fortunate to have many fine singers in this group but
we are always looking for additional qualified and committed singers. There is a seat for YOU in our program!
We rehearse Wednesdays from 7:00-8:30 pm. If you are interested or have questions, please contact Nancy
Callahan at callahan@palmaceia.org or 813-253-6047.
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within our walls
Congregational Care Ministry

About the PCPC Preschool

To reflect the healing compassion of Christ is a high calling.
PCPC seeks to live into this call by providing comfort,
support, and counsel during times of physical, emotional or
spiritual need through a number of programs.
These include:

75 children every day, five days
a week, are exposed to faith based
teaching including:
• Weekly Monday chapel worship for
preschool children and families, led by
Rev. Dr. John DeBevoise
• Godly Play
• Faith-based learning integrated into
preschool lessons
• Observance of Christian holidays
• PCPC was awarded Sarah Hill Brown/
Union Seminary congregational award
for support of its preschool.

Parish Nurses
Martha Spicklemire, pictured here, and
Gayle Hudson, are RNs that volunteer
as our Parish Nurses. “I enjoy using my
nursing skills to help church members with
their health concerns. I get satisfaction
from helping folks with questions from
end-of-life issues to helping them better
understand what their doctor may have not had enough time to
fully explain, and to giving a non-biased opinion.”

CD Ministry
Carolyn Wilcher
“When I retired from teaching in 2009, I felt a
call to reach out to our shut-in members. Since
that time, each week, I have sent out 25-30
packets including a bulletin, a prayer list, a
personal message centering around what took
place during the last Sunday service, and a CD
of the 11:00 am traditional service. I hope these packets will
be an inspiration to our shut-ins and will bring them peace and
strength. I always end the message with a wish for a week filled
with blessings.”

Stephen Ministry
Our Stephen Ministers are trained caregivers, ready to listen,
care for and encourage you, pray with and for you, to help
you through whatever it is that you are facing. It’s free. It’s
confidential. To find out more, contact Betsy Bradt at
813-286-1676 or betsybradt@gmail.com

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Care and the love of knitting are combined into a prayerful
ministry that reaches out to those in need of comfort. The knitter
begins each shawl with prayers for the recipient. When the shawl
is completed it is blessed by a pastor before being sent along its
way. Please contact Rev. Nicole Abdnour at Nicole@palmaceia.
org if you would like information about giving a prayer shawl to
a member of the congregation or if you would like to join this
ministry.

Children with special need of support
receive that support with:
•
•
•
•
•

Master’s level special educator
Applied Behavior Analysis
Speech and Language Pathologists
Occupational Therapist
Universal best practices embedded in
classrooms

Professional and degreed staff
Four M.A. level professionals, four certified
teachers, one in progress for an M.A.,
two C.D.A.’s, an A.A., a chaplain, and an
applied behavior analyst.
Excellent ratio of staff to children

Partnerships with local universities
include:
Community partner award from USF
Publications, presentations and training films
produced at PCPC used in over 50,000 school
districts. Masters and Ph.D. dissertations and
theses written on aspects of PCPC.
Partnership with key faculty in education and
psychology, University of Tampa. Supervision
of student interns including volunteers,
teacher’s aides and teachers. Participation
with faculty in special projects.
Dedicated arts curriculum and teacher
supported through the Joseph P. McKell Arts
Initiative. Music, movement, yoga, visual arts
and performance embedded in the curriculum.
The director of the Palma Ceia Presbyterian
Prechool is Nancy Little: nancy@palmaceia.org
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Local Mission Partners
At PCPC… our FED (Feeding Every Disciple) Ministry
is a local outreach mission serving children living in
public housing. Help includes transportation, feeding,
teaching, & mentoring.
In the community… We support local non-profits
where we have a relationship through our members.
Through your pledge and directed gifts, we financially
support the following:
Abe Brown Ministries-Demonstrates the love of Jesus
Christ by helping offenders, ex-offenders, and their
families achieve productive and fulfilling lives.
Created- A non-denominational Christian
organization committed to the restoration of vulnerable
women involved in the sex industry.
St. John Presbyterian Learning Center- Provides
daycare for the working poor.

SOCIAL WORK MINISTRIES COMMITTEE
The committee seeks to serve Christ by ministering to
people in need, both within PCPC and the greater local, national & international community. The Committee coordinates a variety of ministries within the PCPC
Community.
For more information or to volunteer, contact BJ Johns
at bj@palmaceia.org or 813-253-6047.

Annual Drives
We seek donations from the congregation to help support local ministries.
Faith Café Angel Closet Collection (Year-Round)
Promote needs of Angel Closet supplies (ONLY Casual
Clothes, shoes, sleeping bags, winter clothing and toiletries) to support this interdenominational ministry for
homeless men, women and families who live in and
near South Tampa.
Backpacks & School Supplies Drive (July)
This drive helps families who have difficulty obtaining
school supplies. We seek to provide for over 100 families each year for the children in the FED program as
well as Beth-El Farmworker’s children.

Judeo Christian Health Clinic- Provides free, quality,
timely, and compassionate health care to medically
indigent residents of the Tampa Bay area who have no
other resources for their health care needs.
Timothy Initiative- Restore mens’ lives by
emphasizing the development of community that heals
brokenness through the power and love of Christ.
Project LINK- Dedicated to promoting education
achievement, expanding access to community service
providers, and improving the quality of life for lowincome individuals via targeted case management
programs focusing on children and their families that
reside in Hillsborough County, Florida.
Kinship Support Center– Responds to the growing
needs of over 231,000 children living in kinship care
homes in Florida, and the many grandparents and
other relatives who are providing the primary care for
them.

Just Elementary Winter Clothing Drive
(September)
Our winter clothing drive helps students in the impoverished neighborhood of Just Elementary School.
Since our winter clothing drive began, attendance has
increased significantly in the winter.
Beth-El Farmworkers Ministry Food Drive
(October & March)
PCPC seeks to stock the pantry for Beth-El for the entire months of October and March. During March, the
Social Work Ministries Committee hosts a “Strawberry
Shortcake Sunday” to kick off the March collection for
Beth-El.
Christmas Opportunities to Give
(Mid-November – December 24th)
Giving Tree - Members of the church help to provide gifts for children and families in Hillsborough
County served through FED, Guardian Ad Litem, and
Beth-El.
Boxes of Hope for Metropolitan Ministries & FED
- Provide a nutritious holiday meal for a family of
four who may otherwise be without food during the
holiday.

ministries
&
missions
without borders
AT PCPC, MISSION IS GLOBAL. WE HAVE
PARTNERSHIPS WITH MISSION PROJECTS IN
HAITI, UGANDA, AND HONDURAS.
In Haiti, through the non-profit Village Partners
International (VPI), we have partnered with the
small community village of Mombin Crochu – one of
the poorest communities in the Western Hemisphere.
In 2016, Rev.
John DeBevoise
led a mission
team to work
at the hospital
and support the
operations of the
hospital. This trip
expanded the
work of VPI outside
basic patient care
to begin valuable
needed integration with the community on issues of
public health/disease and malnutrition prevention.
The great need in the community and surrounding
areas does not seem to have lessened. The drought
and subsequent crop failures these have made the
need more acute and the necessity for intervention on
an immediate and timely basis was seen. The facility
is in need of significant repair, and sending work
teams to help the facilities manager with structural
integrity and maintenance is encouraged in the
future.
Our partnership in Mombin Crochu now reaches
over nearly 20 years. Connections in Mombin
Crochu led PCPC and VPI to a relationship with
the impoverished village of Papoli in Uganda,
and their village leadership group, PACODEF. In
Papoli PCPC has, with PACODEF and VPI, constructed
a preschool, an elementary school, a library, The
Robert H. Cooley Pediatric Clinic (for children with
HIV, malnutrition, and malaria), and the Jay and
Janice Jester Maternity and Outpatient Clinic. We
have also dug over 8 wells and built homes for
widows and orphans. VPI continues currently to
focus on Pennies for Papoli (projects allowing
school children in the U.S. to help support school
children in Papoli) and The Moringa Project. Each
day we provide a hot meal of porridge to nearly
1,000 students in the school in Papoli, (Porridge
for Papoli), and our scholarship program helps

students in need (often orphans) to graduate from
high school and go on to college. You can learn more
about Papoli and our partnership with VPI at www.
villagepartnersinternational.com, or by contacting
Pastor John DeBevoise at johndebevoise@palmaceia.
org or Dr. Sylvia Campbell at Sylcamp@aol.com.
The Uganda Counseling Ministry, administered
by the Social Work Ministries Committee, has
sought since 2008 to provide training that has been
requested by Lois Ochieng and other Ugandan
mental health counselors. If you have a desire to
offer counselor training, please contact BJ Johns at
palmaceia.org.
On several occasions we have also sent mission
teams to work in construction of benevolent projects
in the fishing village of Montrouis, Haiti through
the work of the mission organization “Together
We Can”, led by Stephen and Autumn Byxbe. Part
of their mission is supporting the Agape House
Orphanage, a Christ-centered orphanage in
Montrouis. PCPC connected with the Bixbys while
providing disaster assistance after the Haitian
earthquake. Our support has included funds and
short-term mission trips. You can learn more about
their work at http://twchaiti.org/ or contact Michael
Maddux, the Chairman of the Witness and Service
Committee at mmaddux@madduxattorneys.com.
Over the last 3 years we have also sent teams to the
New Hope Clinic in Honduras by partnering with
the Foundation For International Mission. Through
PCPC’S Social Work Ministries Committee, the church
is looking to send a team September 2-10, 2017
to conduct medical clinics and dental care. The SW
Ministries Committee seeks both medical and nonmedical volunteers. To learn more about this ministry,
contact Dr. Martha Price, bpshamrock33@aol.com.
Poland Seminary
PCPC has a special relationship with EWST, the
only accredited Protestant seminary in Wroclaw,
Poland. The seminary equips Christians for ministry
and service in Protestant churches and in their
communities, including missionary service. Gifts
through PCPC for EWST are a great way to make
a stand for Christ in this part of the world. Anyone
interested in the possibility of planning a group trip
to Poland should contact Marsha Rydberg (813-4692564).

“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ
loved us and gave himself up for us…”
- Ephesians 5:1-2

Christian
education
grow together
Children education The Sunday School Hour
From 10:00-10:50 am
Children ages 3 and 4 are invited to the Eastminster
building, Room 102 for Sunday School.
KIDS ROCK ROTATION:
Children K - 5th grade are invited to second floor
Westminster, where class locations are posted.
Classrooms this year include Movie, Art, Games,
Computer, Science, Music & Movement, Cooking,
and Storytelling. The Bible stories are shared in
creative and experiential ways based on Howard
Gardners’ research on how children learn.

Adult Education Classes
Several Sunday School classes are held on Sunday
mornings from 10:00-10:55 am, taught by a variety
of leaders. You can find the full list of class titles,
leaders, and dates online: palmaceia.org/adulteducation/.
Bible Studies & Theology Groups are held all
week for adults and run through the year. Classes
are at a variety of days and times to meet the needs
of different schedules. You can find the full list of
Bible study groups and times on palmaceia.org/
adult-education/.
On Sunday afternoons through the academic year,
PCPC offers a series of “Core Curriculum” classes
for adults about the bible, theology, church history,
worship, and sacraments. For information about
meeting dates and times, see palmaceia.org/adulteducation/.
Once a month on Sunday afternoons, PCPC offers
a speaker series and lunch called In Community.
Join us for a meal and local speaker addressing
topics of importance to the Tampa Bay community.
You can find meeting times on palmaceia.org
Once a month, we hold Hospitality Classes for
anyone who has an interest in learning more about
Palma Ceia Presbyterian and its ministries. Some
people who attend this new members class have a
desire to become members of PCPC, and decide
to join at the end of the class. Others attend the
class simply as part of their exploration toward
learning more about the ministries that PCPC has to
offer individuals and families. For class dates, see
palmaceia.org or call the church office.

Youth Ministries
Our goal in youth ministry is to have our students feel
connected with God and to each other as they navigate
their middle school and high school lives. We try to
accomplish this through providing community, games,
worship, messages and small groups.
Middle school youth group meets on Wednesday
evenings from 6:00-7:30 pm. High school youth group
meets on Wednesday evenings from 7:15-8:30 pm.
There are Bible Study offerings for BOTH high school and
middle school students happening simultaneously, but
separately, on Monday evenings from 7:15-8:15 pm.
For more information or to be put on a Youth Sunday
School distribution list for youth news, please contact
Youth Director Kenny Hubbell via email ken@palmaceia.
org or call his cell phone: (813) 480-2405.
The sample of events below are some especially fun
nights that we offer throughout the semester, and we
encourage students to bring friends to any and all events.
SPECIAL EVENTS:
• Youth Group Kickoff
• Olympics Night
• Small Group Night
• Bowling Night
• Messy Game Night

• Dinner and a Movie
• White Elephant Gift
Exchange and Jolley Trolley
• Year End Celebration

Youth Group Mission Trips

palmaceia.org/youth-summer-trips
Our high school mission trip varies from year to
year. In summer 2016 we spent a week in one of the
poorest zip codes in Washington state, serving the
homeless and growing in empathy for our brothers
and sisters across the country. We partnered with the
Union Gospel Mission and painted an entire house
for the organization, Young Lives. Our students left the
week feeling closer to God and finding a newfound
appreciation for the many blessings they experience
at home. Service will always be a core component
of this youth program as we seek to become more
compassionate and in tune with God’s heart.

fellowship

support each other

wednesday night dinners

Wednesday Night Dinners are a long-standing
tradition at PCPC. They are a time to gather at the
“family table,” to sit around a lovingly prepared meal,
and to join in casual fellowship with family, friends,
and “strangers” alike.
Dinner is served at 5:15 pm, and includes
announcements, prayer, and the occasional singalong. Meals are $5/person or $15/family. Come to
the table!

Followers of The Way

A weekly Men’s Bible Study led by John DeBevoise,
Will Wellman and Bill Wallof on Mondays. Open to all
in the community and held in Fellowship Hall. Lunch
is served at noon followed by discussion until 1:10
pm. Suggested $5.00 donation for lunch and the
study typically presents a lesson from the gospels for
the Sunday approaching. Contact Fred Frankland,
ffrankland@verizon.net for more info. Or just drop in!

Presbyterian Women

“Presbyterian Women” is a wonderful group of ladies
from all age groups and interests who come together
to nurture faith, connect with each other, and serve
the church and the greater community. All women
who are members and attendees of Palma Ceia
Presbyterian Church are welcome to join. Contact
Connie Detrick, PCPW president, with any questions
at connie.detrick@gmail.com.

Young Adults

The Young Adults ministry of PCPC aims to connect
those in their 20s and 30s to each other and God
through Bible study, community, and service. Whether
it’s playing softball, joining us on Sunday morning
for worship or Christian education, or partnering with
ministries that aid the refugee population in Tampa
Bay, there’s a place for young adults here.
There are two ongoing opportunities to get involved;
Dinner Groups and Sunday morning bible study and
fellowship. Dinner groups meet about once a month.
They usually meet in a person’s home and are a great
opportunity to meet other young adults. Dinner groups
are constantly forming throughout the year. You can
join a dinner group by e-mailing David at bonnema@
palmaceia.org and you will be matched to a group
with peers of a similar life stage. The weekly Sunday
morning bible study is a drop in opportunity for the
study of scripture with a low time commitment. Young
Adults meet on the third floor in room EM 304 from
10:05-10:50 am to explore the Feasting On The Word
curriculum. Come stop by and check it out!
Details about upcoming events available at
www.palmaceia.org/church-events or go to
www.palmaceia.org/young-adults for specific
information on the Young Adult Ministry.

Young At Heart
Fun, Food, & Fellowship

Young at Heart is a shared monthly interdenominational luncheon, fellowship and program for men and
women over 55. It is sponsored by the Social Work
Ministries Committee. The group meets every 3rd
Thursday, September through May. For more information, contact BJ Johns at bj@palmaceia.org.

Gadabouts
Presbyterian Women Installation of Officers

Men's MONTHLY bible study

This Men’s Group meets once a month in the
Fellowship Hall at 7:00 am over a light breakfast.
Discussion focuses on timely topics for men, featuring
guest speakers, and often utilizes biblically based
books to lend direction. Contact David Bonnema with
questions at bonnema@palmaceia.org.

The Gadabouts fellowship group is a fellowship
ministry to older adult women sponsored by the Social
Work Ministries Committee. Almost every Sunday after
church, the group goes to lunch together, and during
the summer when the Wednesday Night Dinners are
in recess, the Gadabouts go to dinner together across
town as a Christian group. BJ Johns happily drives the
bus for the group, and is their beloved leader. Anyone
who would like to join with the Gadabouts is welcome
to! Contact BJ Johns at bj@palmaceia.org to get
involved.

