Back-To Church 2016

Note From The Pastor
If you judge by the temperature or the earth’s journey
around the sun, August is a summer month. It certainly
feels like a summer month!
But with the school calendar starting earlier than before,
the church program calendar also starts earlier in August.
In this issue of the PCPC Messenger, you will find
important dates and start information for Wednesday
Dinners, youth groups, and choir practice. Our August
worship calendar is listed, too. This information provides
an opportunity for blessings and prayers as we shift from
one set of tasks to the seasons of another. With school
starting, there is an emphasis on children and teachers.
They need our prayers — for effectiveness, for energy, for
good fellowship, for safety. Let’s surround them with the
love and prayers of the church as we bless backpacks and
rally for study and learning.
Here’s a prayer I’ll be praying:
“O Great Teacher; we lift up to you this month those
who prepare to enter the tasks of teaching and learning.
Give teachers energy, wisdom, patience, and passion
to follow their calling. Work through them to shape the
minds and hearts of your people to follow your paths
and understand something of your purposes. Help them
to be Good Shepherds of your flock. Give students the
means to discern Your call in their minds and hearts.
Grant them inquiring minds and energy and humility to
learn. Help them to hold an awareness of the gift and
power of education so they might be good stewards of
the opportunities before them. Look with Your mercy on
those with special needs and challenges and send help
to them through your Spirit. Give teachers and students
alike courage, and keep them safe from any danger in
their schools. Help parents to discern where support for
students and teachers is helpful and possible. Enable
us together to learn to love You with all our hearts,
minds and souls.
We pray in the name of the one the Disciples called
“Teacher,” Jesus Christ. Amen.
Pastor John

Worship Calendar

8:30 & 11:00 am Traditional Worship – Sanctuary
9:00 am Contemporary Worship, The Connection – Gym
6:00 pm Vespers Service – Chapel
Sun, Aug 7: Celebrating the Gifts of Summer (Summer Celebration!)
8:30, 9, and 11am: Hearing reports on the trips and the good experiences people
have had, & how faith has been nurtured across summer patterns and experiences
6pm Summer Sing in the Fellowship Hall (family friendly, with food!) This will
serve as the Vespers Service for this evening.
Sun, Aug 14: Blessing of Backpacks
8:30, 9, and 11am: As students prepare to go to school, we bless the backpacks
of congregation members, and the backpacks we are providing to FED Ministry and
the Beth-El Farmworker Ministry
10-11:30am: Hospitality Class for interested new members in the Bride’s Room
6pm: Vespers Service in the chapel
Wed, Aug 17: Choir rehearsals resume weekly, 7-8:30pm.
Sun, Aug 21: Rally Day/Mission & Ministry Sunday
8:30, 9, and 11am: Commissioning of Teachers & Students in all 3 Worship
services across the morning
6pm: Vespers Service in the Chapel
Mon-Tues, Aug 22-23: Drop-In Days for Palma Ceia Preschool
Wed, Aug 24: First Day of Preschool
5:30pm Wednesday Night Dinners resume
Sun, Aug 28: Communion Sunday
8:30, 9, and 11am: Communion will be served in all worship services
6pm: Vespers Service in the Chapel, including communion
Sun, Sept 4: Labor Day Weekend Sunday
8:30, 9, and 11am: A blessing of those whose work is dangerous, harsh, or
brutal. Special prayers for those who are seeking employment.
6pm: Vespers Service in the Chapel
Sun, Sept 11: Fall Sunday School Begins
8:30, 9, and 11am: Come try a new Sunday School class at 10:05 in between
services.
6pm: Vespers Service in the Chapel with emphasis on 9/11 Remembrance. Prayers
for rescue workers, firefighters, law enforcement, and those who work for justice and
peace.
6:30pm: Israel Trip Narrative by Pastor John in the Fellowship Hall. Open to
everyone, including community members
September 18: Bring a Friend To Church Sunday
8:30, 9, and 11am: As a part of the national “Bring a Friend to Church Sunday”
initiative, PCPC will share this year with over 3,000 churches in the United States
observing Sunday, September 18th as a day to invite a friend to church.
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Upcoming Events
Adult Education

Family

Faith Seeking Understanding: PCPC’s New Core Curriculum
It’s time to get back to the basics! Have you ever wanted to learn more
about the Bible but not known where to start? Or what makes our
community of faith distinctively Presbyterian? Do you want to engage
your faith and practice it in new and meaningful ways? Then we invite
you to come and be a part of PCPC’s new core curriculum, Faith
Seeking Understanding.

Intergenerational Sunday School Continues

SAVE THE DATE: The first class is Sunday, September 25th, 4-7pm
Let us know you’re coming by emailing marylee@palmaceia.org

Questions? Please contact Kelly McCord, ce@palmaceia.org

Adult Education Opportunities on Sunday Mornings:
Fall 2016 (10-10:55 am)
September 11-October 2 (4 Sundays)
• Abraham’s Children: An Interfaith Dialogue led by Will Wellman
and BJ Johns
• Exploring the Bible with Young Children led by Rev. Nicole
Abdnour and Kelly McCord
October 9-November 13 (6 Sundays)
• Introduction to Søren Kierkegaard led by Paul Clark
• Work of the People video-based faith conversations
Feasting on the Word: Small Group Bible Studies
Beginning the week of September 12th
Feasting on the Word groups are designed for people who desire to
study scripture in community without having the pressure of advanced
preparation. Feasting on the Word groups are offered on a variety
of days and times to meet the needs of busy demanding schedules.
Depending on your schedule for the week you can choose to attend
any of the Feasting on the Word groups – the format and content will
be consistent throughout the groups; you need only to show up! All
groups will meet in Eastminster Room 304.
• Mondays 8:30-9:20 am (facilitated by Rev. Meghann
Pabst; childcare available)
• Wednesdays 5:00-5:45 pm (facilitated by Rev. Nicole
Abdnour)
• Wednesdays 6:15-7:15 pm (facilitated by Michael
Maddux and Tina Velez)

Through August 28, we invite families to participate in a Sunday
School experience designed for the whole family where we will pray
together, learn together, and grow in faith together. The class will be
led by Kelly McCord (Resident for Children’s Ministry) and will take
place in the game room (2nd floor of Westminster). It’s not too late to
join us!

CEDARKIRK FAMILY CAMP
October 7-9, 2016
Signup Deadline: September 4
On Columbus Day weekend, October 7-9, 2016 we invite your family
(including children age 3-12) to get away with us to Cedarkirk Camp
and Conference Center for the weekend. It will be a fun weekend
enjoying the great outdoors, playing games, building relationships,
and worshipping together. Possibilities include: hikes, canoeing,
swimming, line dance, campfire, zip lining, and rocking in rocking
chairs on the back porch.
Space is limited; a $100 deposit will hold your spot.
More info & a link to reserve a spot:
www.palmaceia.org/events/2016-cedarkirk

Youth
Middle and High School Youth Group resumes Wed.,
August 17th!
Middle School: Wednesdays, 6-7:30pm
High School: Wednesdays, 7:15-8:30pm
NEW Monday Night Bible Study for Middle & High School
begins August 22nd, 7:15-8:15pm
See www.palmaceia.org/youth for more details OR
Contact Kenny Hubbell at ken@palmaceia.org or
813-480-2405.

To see more details on all of the above educational
opportunities go to www.palmaceia.org/adult-education.

Welcome to Worship

Our 2nd grade students and their parents are encouraged to participate
together in our worship education classes this fall. The classes are
designed and led by Rev. Nicole Abdnour and Kelly McCord to prepare
children and their families for worship and meaningful participation
in the sacraments. This year there will be two opportunities from
which families can choose: Sundays September 11, 18, and 25th from
12-1:30pm OR Wednesdays September 14, 21, and 28th from 4-5pm.
The Sunday meeting will include lunch. Please RSVP to Kelly McCord
(Children’s Ministry Resident) ce@palmaceia.org or email her with
any questions.

Youth Group Mission Trip to Spokane

Steeple News
Mission and Ministry Sunday 2016
Sunday, August 21, 9:30am-12:30pm with booths in the
Fellowship Hall and food trucks outside!
DON’T MISS our festive annual celebration
of where God has led the people of PCPC to serve and support!
•

See expanded Sunday School choices for all ages

•

Festive Rally Day of Christian Education

•

Find your place in Music, Teaching, Coaching, Social
Work, Hospitality, Mentoring, & more

•

Learn about PCPC’s Mission Connections in the
Community and in the World

•

Visit with short-term Missionaries to Haiti, Honduras,
Jamaica, Uganda, & Poland

•

Sign up for the weekly e-News, digital PCPC newsletters,
and the Pastor’s Blog

Children’s Sunday School Teachers’ Luncheon Meeting
August 28!
If you had fun this year in Vacation Bible School or just heard about
the fun our children experienced, you may want to be part of our
Children’s Ministry Sunday school teaching team in 2016-2017!
Whether you are a seasoned teacher or parent in our Children’s
Sunday School program or are a person of faith with a heart and love
for children, there is a place for you to serve God and the church as a
part of our Children’s Ministry team. Just like in VBS, children will be
experiencing a wide variety of activities while they learn the lessons of
the Bible. For just a small time commitment on your part, the rewards
will be immediate & everlasting. Please attend our meeting for more
information on how you can make a difference in a child’s life today:
August 28 at 12:15pm in CH310/311. Childcare will be provided with
advance requests. Questions? Email Nancyc@palmaceia.org

Food Trucks will be rallying outside so you’ll have
more time to enjoy the fair in the Fellowship Hall!

*Meet & Greet * Learn * Be Inspired*
Presbyterian Women
Save the Date! September 19
Our first meeting of PCPW (Palma Ceia Presbyterian Women) for the
2016-2017 year will be a covered dish on Monday, September 19th at
10:15 am and Nicole Abdnour will present our new Bible Study, “Who
is Jesus?” Any women of the church are invited to attend, and bring a
friend!

Summer
Camps
at PCPC

If you need more information, please contact Connie Detrick,
connie.detrick@gmail.com.

Music Notes

Choir practice resumes Wednesday, August 17 from 7-8:30. If you’ve
been thinking about giving it a try, now is a great time. We will be
practicing in the sanctuary, and will begin singing for worship Sunday,
August 21. Contact Nancy Callahan: callahan@palmaceia.org. or just
join us in the sanctuary at 7! We will happily take walk-ins.

Wednesday Night Dinners Resume August 24!!!

School is starting up again for the fall, and you know what that means
— Wednesday Night Dinners are back, too! Come back to the table
starting Wed., Aug. 24. With Coretha’s retirement at the end of June
2016, she will no longer cook the dinners this year. The two August
dinners will be catered. As the Congregational Life Committee makes
the careful decision about the right new hire, they’ll be using a number
of different cooks across
this fall testing out reactions and getting input.
Coretha continues to be
present with us on Sunday
mornings.
See you at the table
August 24th at 5:30!

Israel Trip, A Narrative of Our Pilgrimage
Sunday, September 11th at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall, Pastor
John will share a narrative of the Israel pilgrimage that he led this
summer. There will be a signup table at the Mission and Ministries
fair for folks who are interested in going on the next pilgrimage.
Questions? Email Beth DeBevoise at DeBevoisePR@gmail.com.

Israel 2016 Group

Come Join Us for the Summer Sing!!!
Featuring the PCPC Strummers!
Sunday, August 7th at 6pm in the Fellowship Hall
What? A gathering of folks & friends for a summer fellowship dinner
followed by a GROUP SINGALONG with the PCPC Strummers!
Meal? Hamburgers with all the fixins, grilled hot dogs and brats, potato
chips, salad, ice cream, watermelon, and s’mores. Plus iced tea and
lemonade!
Who? Anyone who would like to come. All ages and aptitudes. Bring
the family and invite a friend!
Led by? The PCPC Strummers (guitar strummers from our own
congregation) and a few brave camp-leader-like voices
Cost? Free will donation
Songs? Think Amazing Grace, Country Roads (John Denver), Sloop
John B (Kingston Trio), I Saw Her Standing There (The Beatles)
Let us know you are coming by calling the church office or by emailing
receptionist@palmaceia.org, where you can also volunteer to help with
the grilling, serving, strumming, singing, or table clearing. Children are
especially welcome. They had a blast last year!

Labor Day Prayer
We pray for those who seek work Lord. Especially now we pray for those who need jobs; for the unemployed.
And we pray for those whose work place is harsh or humiliating, cruel or oppressive. Lord, help them. May
work be a blessing, and not a source of suffering. Amen.
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