Those who love me, I will deliver; I will protect
those who know my name.
- Psalm 91:14
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This Year’s Love Offering
a Huge Success!

Thank You!
One of the objectives of the Love Offering
(which this year was our One Great Hour of
Sharing Offering, received across Lent) has
been to help with much-needed facility repairs
at the St. John Presbyterian Church. The St.
John Presbyterian Church is on North MacDill
Avenue across from St. Joseph’s Women’s
Hospital.
This lovely church, an outgrowth of the historic
Presbyterian mission in Ybor City, has been
serving West Tampa for decades. Its campus
houses not only the church, but also the
Judeo Christian Health Clinic, the Learning
Center Preschool, and several group homes for
developmentally delayed adults. One of the
offering objectives was to help the church, which
is trying to grow the size of its congregation again
to a supportive nucleus, to repair a number of
leaks in the roof, and to fix some places where
maintenance was required on the much-used
facility.
PCPC wants to thank the Lynch family in our
congregation for their support of the repairs
needed at St John. The Lynches own and operate
a roofing company, Lynch Roofing Corp, and
they sent their team over to the church, made
the necessary repairs to the roof and several other
portions of the facility, all without charge. This
meant the bulk of the rest of the offering can be
stretched to use for the needed repairs at the BelMar Presbyterian Church, the other recipient of
the offering. Thanks to the Lynches! Praise God
from whom all blessings flow!
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... from the Pastor’s Desk

Name Calling:
Do You Hear Jesus Calling?

There is a phrase that strikes me in the Gospel of John about the trip of
the women to the tomb. The Gospel says they went “while it was still
dark.” In some way we always come to Easter while it is still dark. We
come from some grief… We come from discouragement… We come
from despair. We come in the dark, stumbling along, feeling our way.
And Jesus meets us — with our darkness — and asks, “Why are you
weeping?”
“Jesus, how can you ask us, ‘Why?’ Don’t you know? Our hearts are
broken. Our loved one is dead. Hope has been extinguished.”

“Why are you weeping?” Is it an insensitive question?
I always at Easter recall the year David Simpson died Maundy
Thursday. And on Easter, his wife, Emily showing up in the very back
of the sanctuary. Why was she there? Because it was dark… and in the
dark we head to the cemetery (or the church).
There appears to have been something different about the resurrected
Jesus which resulted in Mary not immediately recognizing him,
though she knew him well. In her heartache, Mary doesn’t see how

Christ is present…. which just goes to show you seeing is
not the exact same thing as believing. At least not in this Bible
story. Mary sees before she even recognizes what God is up to there in
the graveyard.

Easter is a celebration in which the community of faith remembers and
rejoices at what it was led to recognize in the resurrection.

And Jesus calls her name. In the intimate, authentic validating of
the personal (he calls her name) he reveals himself, and lights faith
in her. He kindles faith in her! He doesn’t try to argue her into hope.

He doesn’t try to convince her through the logic of his interpretation of
the scriptures. He calls her name. “Mary.”
Finally, the person she saw as the gardener, in the intimacy of the
calling of her name, she recognizes as Jesus. Stunned, she can only say,
Continued on page 3
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WORSHIP CALENDAR
Sunday, April 3: 1st Sunday in Eastertide
Celebration of 100th Anniversary of BSA Troop 4
8:30 & 11:00 am - Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
9:00 am - Connection Worship in the Gym
6:00 pm - Vespers Service - Service of quiet scripture
reading, prayer, and contemplation. The sacrament of
communion will be served, and the service will include
the completion of the Easter Octave with a ‘Road to
Emmaus’ walk around the church.

Sunday, April 10: 2nd Sunday in Eastertide
8:30 & 11:00 am - Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary.
Guest Preachers: Rev. Jeroen Jeroense and Rev. Karin Spelt
from the Reformed Church of the Netherlands. (Our
guests; the pastors of Col. Simon and Caroline Wouda)
9:00 am - Connection Worship in the Gym
6:00 pm - Vespers Service - Service of quiet scripture
reading, prayer (including prayer requests) and
contemplation. The sacrament of communion will be
served.
Sunday, April 17: 3rd Sunday in Eastertide Youth Sunday
8:30 am - Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
9:00 am - Connection Worship in the Gym, with PCPC
Youth Groups leading in music and in word under the
leadership of Rev. David Bonnema and Kenny Hubbell
11:00 am - Sanctuary Worship, with PCPC Youth Groups
leading in music and in word under the leadership of Rev.
David Bonnema and Kenny Hubbell
6:00 pm - Vespers Service - Service of quiet scripture
reading, prayer, and contemplation. The sacrament of
communion will be served.
Sunday, April 24: 4th Sunday in Eastertide
The sacrament of communion will be served at all services this
morning.
8:30 & 11:00 am - Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
9:00 am - Connection Worship in the Gym
6:00 pm - The Vespers Service will be in the Sanctuary,
and will feature the Honorable Rev. Cecelia Wilhite,
Florida Judge and Presbyterian minister, speaking on “The
Unity We Seek,” living with conflict, and differences of
interpretation in the Christian community.
Sunday, May 1: 5th Sunday in Eastertide
Hymn Festival Sunday in Sanctuary
8:30 & 11:00 am - In the Sanctuary, the PCPC Chancel
Choir will be presenting a festival of hymns in worship.
Rev. John DeBevoise will be talking about how hymns
nurture our faith.
9:00 am - Connection Worship in the Gym
6:00 pm - Vespers Service - Service of quiet scripture
reading, prayer, and contemplation. The sacrament of
communion will be served.
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Sunday, May 8: 6th Sunday in Eastertide
Ascension Sunday; Mother’s Day
8:30 & 11:00 am - Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
9:00 am - Connection Worship in the Gym
6:00 pm - Vespers Service - Service of quiet scripture reading,
prayer, and contemplation. The sacrament of communion will
be served.
Sunday, May 15: Pentecost
A celebration of the gifts of the Holy Spirit will be observed in all
3 morning services
8:30 & 11:00 am - Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
9:00 am - Connection Worship in the Gym
6:00 pm - The Vespers Service this evening will be a Pentecost
organ concert at 6:00 pm in the Sanctuary featuring Adam
Brakel (See notes in this newsletter.)
Sunday, May 22: Baccalaureate Sunday
A Sunday to acknowledge in church all of those who are
graduating
8:30 & 11:00 am - Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
9:00 am - Connection Worship in the Gym
6:00 pm - Vespers Service - Service of quiet scripture reading,
prayer, and contemplation. The sacrament of communion will
be served.
Sunday, May 29: Memorial Day Weekend Sunday
Worship will include solemn remembrance of those who have
given their lives in service to their country and prayers for peace
and justice
8:30 & 11:00 am - Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
9:00 am - Connection Worship in the Gym
6:00 pm - Vespers Service - Service of quiet scripture reading,
prayer, and contemplation. The sacrament of communion will
be served.
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Continued from page 1
“Rabbouni!” It was probably Mary’s favorite name for her
teacher. It is personal awareness before understanding.

Faith in the resurrection is kindled by the
personal connection with Jesus Christ. This is the

mystery of revelation — it’s there all around Her — but she
is unaware until Jesus initiates it personally — calling her
name. So in baptism God calls our name. So in membership
our names are called. So Moses in the tent of meeting says to
God, “You said you would know our name.” And God says,
“I know your name.” The promise of resurrection is that God
is going to bring to completion not only our own lives, but
our relationships with one another; God will bring them to
constructive fulfillment. That is why when we listen to the
gospel resurrection narrative expecting tones of formality
and regality that seem to us kingly and dramatically powerful
like the earthquake, Jesus Christ keeps speaking resurrection
in the familiar, in the personal, and in terms of endearment.
“Mary!” He calls her name.

the truth the resurrection shows us about God: God is love,
and God is powerful! We see the power of God’s love best in
the resurrection of God’s Son, Jesus Christ.

Do you, like Mary, hear God calling your name?
Listen with your ears, but listen with your heart
too, and listen with your soul. It is your vocation,

your vocation, that is, one’s calling, from the Latin, “to hear
a voice.” Your vo-cation is one who hears the voice of Christ
calling. Christ is near you, even though you may feel broken
and dead. It is the Spirit that gives life and will lead your
path. The same Spirit that raised Jesus from the

dead is giving you life. And is calling your name.
And that Spirit will sustain you.

Pastor John

Sometimes we hear God calling our name through
the voice of others calling our names. Rev. Joseph
Welker shares the experience of waiting for the first report
on his daughter Anna’s cancer and the Associate Pastor from
University Presbyterian Church, Anna Pitney, showed up,
and, approaching Rev. Welker and his wife, she said…“Jody
and Sharon, I just want you to know I’m thinking of you,
and here are three Starbucks coffees.” Jody said, “There was
— not a voice — but a presence there — that was more than
just a friend.”

And that’s what’s happening on Easter. God is calling your
name. Out of surprise, even disruptive surprise, comes
real learning, and possibility. Prof. Dale Brunner in his
commentary on the gospel of Matthew says this is a historical
fact: “After that first Easter morning, in the year

33 AD Christians were suddenly convinced that
God could no longer be talked about without
referring to His Risen Son. And as a community

Jessica Wetherington’s Baptism

they held fast to that belief, even in the face of torture and
persecution. They were convinced of it, even in the face of the
most profound social cost.” (Brunner “Matthew” vol 2, pg
544).
But it is not simply the historical reliability that establishes
this as true. The Easter joy is the continuing witness across
2,000 years regarding what happened in that garden tomb.
This is the witness… the Church gathering, across the world.
Christians didn’t go and say to God, “We’d like a resurrection
story, please. It will go nicely with the lilies.” The joy

of the resurrection news is part of the church’s
continuing witness, then and now, regarding what
actually happened on that morning in Jerusalem.
Here is the truth about resurrection. It is not a validation of
you. It is a validation and confirmation of God. And this is

Preschool Students Recreating Chapel
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Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell
in the house of the Lord my whole life long.

-Psalm 23:6

Congratulations,
BSA Troop 4,
on your 100th
Anniversary!
PCPC is the host and sponsoring church for Boy Scout
Troop 4 here in Tampa. Boy Scout Troop 4 is one of the
oldest continuing troops in the United States. In 2016, they
are celebrating their 100th anniversary. This is significant
because Boy Scouting began here in the United States in
1910. That means Troop 4 started only 6 years later! At this
time, Troop 4 has over 100 boys as Scouts.
The chartering institution representative from PCPC is Joe
Drawdy. Joe is the son-in-law of PCPC member Crowell
Dawkins, whose leadership for so many years in Tampa
Scouting is well known. Crowell was also active for many
years in the leadership of Troop 4. In addition to the Boy
Scout Troop, Troop 4 is accompanied by a Cub Scout Pack,
Pack 4. Both groups meet at PCPC. The Boy Scouts meet
in the facility at the north end of the church on Monday
evenings.

On Sunday, April 3rd, we will be recognizing this
significant 100th anniversary in all of our worship
services. The scouts will be assisting in the leadership of

the services, and will have some exhibits in the courtyard
(tents, canoes, a campfire, and other elements of scouting.)
There are many alumni of Troop 4 in the Tampa area and
across the nation. The Session relates to Troop 4 through its
youth committee, which is staffed by Rev. David Bonnema.
The Session hopes that you can join us for the anniversary
recognition on Sunday, April 3, congratulating the Scouts
and joining us in prayerfully encouraging them in their
mission. On that day, we invite all Boy Scouts — and Girl
Scouts — to wear their uniforms to church, even if they are not
part of Troop 4.
The Boy Scout Law reminds us that a scout is Trustworthy,
Loyal, Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, Kind, Obedient,
Cheerful, Thrifty, Brave, Clean, and Reverent.

Thanks for using www.smile.
amazon.com!
Thank you for choosing PCPC as your smile.amazon.com
charity of choice – we received $27 this quarter!
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MY RECENT, RUGGED TRIP TO
MOMBIN CROCHU, HAITI
February 9-18, 2016
By Dennis Bradt

The three of us arrived at different times in Port au Prince,
Haiti: Larry Adan, a bloodroot farmer from Iowa; Pamela
Patten, a chicken farmer and church leader from Oklahoma;
and myself. Our mission: to support the Delauriers school
and orphanage for disadvantaged children and hopefully get
a perspective and details to establish a chicken farm for the
school and orphanage in Mombin Crochu.
Reverend Fred Delauriers, founder of the school and
orphanage, along with his brother Caleb and sister Gregorie,
met us at the airport. The next morning we loaded up Fred’s
old Mitsubishi Montero for the trip to Mombin Crochu.
We had six people in the car and all the luggage and supplies
strapped to the roof. Just as we were leaving, it started to
rain so we had to find a tarp for the roof. We also purchased
a pick ax and some chicken wire to get a small start on the
chicken project. What most of us did not know at the time
was that Larry had found on the internet a large chicken
farm that sold quality chickens. It was not far off our course
to Mombin. Yes, along with all our luggage and supplies, he
wanted to fill our rolled up chicken wire with chickens. Due
to our late start and plans to purchase some chickens along
the way, Pastor Fred was worried that we would be driving
on some treacherous roads at night. Pastor Fred was our
driver and only had a few months driving experience.
Still, we stopped at the chicken farm, purchased 40 fullgrown chickens, stuffed them into the rolled up chicken wire
on the roof, and covered everything with the tarp.
The first 45 miles were not too bad, but when we reached
the town of Hinch, the road was terrible. We had another
40 miles or so to go. It had rained hard that day and it was
the first good rain after a long dry spell. We were slipping
and sliding all over the road, maneuvering around mud bogs
and huge ruts, and navigating over several creeks. Then it
got dark. The car’s battery died shortly after we had to turn
on our lights. We stopped and switched batteries, which
worked, even though one of the battery connections was
broken and not making good contact. I think that is about
the time Pastor Fred informed us that the four wheel drive
stopped working a few weeks ago and he didn’t have money
to get it fixed. But what were we going to do? So we started
up the hill, and lo and behold, we got really stuck. No way
were we going forward, so we slogged in the mud hunting
for rocks and sticks on the side of the road to pack under the
tires. After about an hour of many unsuccessful attempts, we
were finally able to get back down to the bottom of the hill.
Continued on page 5

As we were headed down a slope to navigate a river, the
car fell into a large mud-filled rut and got stuck again.
Everybody got out of the car and pushed while Fred drove.
The car chugged a few feet, slipped further to the side of
the road, and fell into an even deeper rut. At one point the
car engine would not even rev up because the tailpipe was
clogged with mud. We were doing all of this to the lights
on our phones because the battery was about to die. Then
Larry remembered the pick ax. Larry actually pick axed a
trail for the car to get out. It worked. We continued using
our phones to light our way until were safely over the river
and up the other side. We were all so tired, frustrated and
afraid we would get stuck again, that no one cheered this
time. But, thank God, we didn’t get stuck, the battery
survived, and we arrived in Mombin Crochu at about 11
PM after having left the chicken farm at about 3 PM.
Overall, the trip to Mombin Crochu was a great success.
We were able to determine locations and water sources
for each of the chicken houses. We even negotiated with
Fred’s neighbor to possibly purchase a small piece of the
neighbor’s property if needed for one of the chicken houses.
We also formulated a plan going forward to promote
and finance the orphanage and school. I look forward to
continued work with Rev. Fred’s school and orphanage.

Judeo Christian
Health Clinic:
Auction & Dinner
PCPC will be sponsoring several tables at this year’s
testimonial dinner on Thursday, April 14th at 6:00 in
support of the Judeo Christian Health Clinic. The clinic
has been serving the healthcare needs of the working poor
in Tampa since 1972. The clinic provides primary and
specialty care, vision, dental, and pharmaceuticals, all free
of charge for those who qualify. All of this is accomplished
without government or United Way funding. PCPC has
been a supporting church of the Judeo Christian Clinic
since its beginning. Gayle Sierens Martin is the chairman
of the dinner committee this year, and thanks PCPC
for its continuing support. Each year at the dinner, the
Humanitarian Award is given in recognition of someone
whose life has shared a profound expression of care for those
in need in our community. This year’s recipients are Tom
& Lauren Pepin. If you’d like to attend the dinner as one of
PCPC’s representatives, please email DeBevoisePR@gmail.
com.

Building Bridges
The medical mission team led by Dr. Sylvia Campbell traveled
to the hospital/clinic in Mombin Crochu, Haiti during the last
week of February this year. Accompanying them were several
members from PCPC and other area churches, and Pastor John
DeBevoise. Below is a brief summary of the work done there
during that week.
During the Medical Mission trip February 26 - March 4
to Mombin Crochu, Haiti, 178 patients were treated, 26
surgical procedures were performed, 131 pairs of glasses
were distributed, teaching occurred, critical needs for clean
water and severe malnutrition were addressed, programs for
implementation of the treatment of the severely malnourished
infants were begun, and innumerable projects were
accomplished. Thank you to all whose love and compassion for
others builds bridges, not walls, for those in need.
You can see more pictures and read more about the trip at
www.facebook.com/VillagePartnersInternational or www.
villagepartnersinternational.com.

Plastic Grocery Bags,
Crocheting, and the
Homeless
What do plastic grocery bags,
crocheting, and homeless
people have in common?
Plastic grocery bags can be cut
into strips and tied together.
This is known as Plarn (plastic
yarn). The plarn is
then crocheted into
sleeping mats for the
homeless.
The lightweight
plarn mats can
be rinsed off, dry
quickly, don’t get smelly, and, due to the plastic’s
thermal qualities, provide a warm barrier between
the person and the ground. The mats are also
a cleaner way of sleeping. And, bugs don’t like
them. They are portable as well.
Not only are they free to make, each mat will
keep 500-700 plastic bags out of the landfill.
Would you like to help crochet these mats? Or
would you like to help make the plarn? If so,
please contact Martha Spicklemire at (813)8378903.
There is a large trash can in Fellowship Hall for
CLEAN grocery bags.

MISSION

Continued from page 4
We checked out the higher trail and, although steeper, was
not quite so muddy. It took a few attempts but we finally
made it over the hill. Yes, we all cheered!
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NURTURE

your FAITH

Spring and Summer Kids Camps
Registration for all camps is available at:
www.palmaceia.org/events/2016-pcpc-summercamps-and-trips/

Spring and Summer Volleyball
(3rd-8th grade girls)

Presbyterian Women:
Spring Update
What a blessing it has been to be president of Palma Ceia
Presbyterian Women! My favorite part this year has been
visiting the circles for their bible studies. Each group has its
own personality and culture, and the knowledge of scripture
by our members is amazing. For me, it’s a bit intimidating
because it’s evident how little I know and how much more
there is for me to learn. Nonetheless, that’s why I participate.
We’d love to grow our participation in our Bible Study
circles. Trust me, you don’t need to be a biblical scholar to
join us. Our well-informed moderators do a wonderful job
of leading you through each lesson and evoking thoughtful
discussion. You’re there to learn about our faith and become a
better Christian, all the while developing lasting relationships
with other women of the church.
In addition, as a part of this large body of church members,
you’ll have the opportunity to assist our community through
voluntary events we attend or support. If you will, please
consider joining us today. We’d love to have you!
Nancy Nelson
nLneLson3@verizon.net
813.839.2008

PCPC offers a skills-based volleyball program for girls in
grades 3rd – 8th grade year-round. Volleyball clinics begin
in April and run through August. The schedules for the
Spring Clinics and Summer Volleyball Camps can be found
online along with a registration form. For more information,
go to palmaceia.org/volleyball, or contact John McClung
813-810-9522 or jmcclung@tampabay.rr.com.

Vacation Bible School:
Southwestern Safari
June 13-17

Join us for “Southwestern Safari” Vacation Bible School
June 13-17 from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm. Meet Trinity, a large
Saguaro Cactus, and his Southwestern USA animal friends:
Coyote, Hare, Armadillo, Road Runner, and Snake. Each has
a special song and positive attributes as God’s creatures on
earth. “And God saw that it was good.” (Gen 1:25)
Registration is open online. Only Visa or Mastercard
payments accepted. Volunteers are needed to make VBS a
success. Please contact Carrie Fowler (cmfowler24@gmail.
com) or Shannon Pierson (spierson22@yahoo.com) if you
can volunteer, or with any questions.

Children’s Pottery Camp 2016
Monday, June 20 – Thursday, June 23rd
9:00 am - Noon

June PCPC’s Pottery Camp is four days of creative fun
for children to explore and learn the art of Pottery. Learn
to make a necklace, clay pots & bowls, etc. The class is
limited to 15 children. You can register online, or pick up a
registration form in the church office.

Fearless Faith:
Arts and Adventure Camp
August 1st – 5th

Celebrating Margaret Hylton’s 18th birthday
Feb 29, 2016: Leap Day!
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Arts & Adventure Camp: Fearless Faith is a full OR half day
of fun for children who have completed Kindergarten through
5th grade. For each child, you will have the opportunity
to select a morning focus — Arts (fine arts, music and
movement, etc) or Adventure team building challenges. Each
afternoon, all children will participate together in Adventure
games and activities. A “morning” or “afternoon only” option
is available, too.
Drop off begins at 8:30 am in the gym. Pickup is at 4:00
pm in the gym. Questions can be directed to Rev. Nicole
Abdnour, nicole@palmaceia.org

CEDARKIRK SUMMER CAMP
REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
Registration for Cedarkirk’s 2016 Summer Camps is open!
Whether you are in first grade or high school, a family with
young children or a grandparent seeking time with your
grandchild, Cedarkirk’s summer programs have something for
you. Cedarkirk offers camps
for all ages and stages of life,
emphasizing opportunities
for fun, communitybuilding, and spiritual
growth in a beautiful, natural
environment. To ensure your
choice of programs, pick up
a brochure in the church
office or visit www.cedarkirk.
org today. If you have any
questions, please contact the
camp office at 813.685.4224
x2 or camps@cedarkirk.org.

Monday-Friday June 13th-17th. This is a great opportunity
for students to learn about the importance of service and
opening their eyes to those in our community in need. The
cost of this trip is $100. Signup deadline is May 1.

Southwind is a Young Life summer camp near Ocala,

FL. It is there that Youth Conference Ministries (YCM)
puts on the “Great Escape” for middle schoolers, bringing
in fantastic speakers and worship leaders for a fun-filled,
worship centered week at camp. Southwind is an absolute
blast, including lake activities, a mountain biking course,
a game room, two pools, a Frisbee golf course, and more.
The dates for this trip are July 28 - August 2 and costs $450.
Signup deadline is May 1.

Southwind 2015

Youth Group News!

As a reminder…
Middle School Youth Group meets Wednesdays at 6:00pm in
the gym where we play a few games before heading into the
youth room for a message and small groups.
High School Youth Group meets on Sunday nights from
6:00 pm-7/7:15 pm. Sunday nights are when we gather for
worship led by our amazing worship leader, Reed Conley,
hear a message on Scripture, and occasionally have a group
discussion. High School Youth Group meets again on
Wednesday nights from 7:45-8:30 pm for a more in-depth
Bible study for high schoolers.
Our planning for our summer mission trips and experiences is
well underway!

SUMMER TRIPS AND EXPERIENCES
Disciple Now for middle schoolers is our local mission

week in Tampa where groups of students partner with various
mission organizations around Tampa from 9:00-5:00 pm

The Great Adventure trip to the Blue Ridge Mountains

for high school students is July 11-17. We rent out 3 luxury
cabins that hold 8-10 people each. We then spend the week
doing adventure activities like white water rafting, ziplining, tubing and more! The purpose of this trip is to enjoy
the gift of fellowship and to offer peace and rest amidst a
busy and exhausting life. We connect with God though
various readings. Last year we read “The Shack” by William
Young and the year before we read “The Great Divorce” by
C.S. Lewis. This trip is experiential, life-giving
and rejuvenating.
The deadline has passed to sign up for the
Spokane Mission Trip, but we hope you will
pray for us as we prepare our hearts and minds
for this trip June 26-July 3.
Spots for the remaining trips are limited,
so signing up soon is a good idea! For more
information, please call or email Kenny
Hubbell: (813)480-2405 or ken@palmaceia.org.
We are looking forward to the months ahead
and how God will be working in our lives!
Kenny Hubbell, Youth Director

YOUTH

Sunday, April 17th is Youth Sunday! The 9:00 and 11:00
services will be led by the youth of this church. Several of
our senior students will be offering testimony about how
this church has shaped their faith journey. The Sunday and
Wednesday night youth groups the week before will be where
students sign up to participate in the service. If your student
is a senior and would like to speak at one of the services,
please e-mail Kenny Hubbell at ken@palmaceia.org. We ask
students to attend both services and to meet in the Fellowship
Hall by 8:30. Breakfast will be provided for students between
the two services. Youth Sunday T-shirts are $10 and will be
handed out before the 9:00 service. See you there!
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“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give
water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”

Music Notes....

Organ Concert

Sunday, May 15 at 6:00 PM
ADAM J. BRAKEL will present a
concert on the sanctuary Casavant
organ on Sunday, May 15th at
6:00 p.m. Adam Brakel currently
serves as Director of Music at St.
Frances Xavier Cabrini Parish in the
Diocese of St. Petersburg, Florida.
This appointment follows two years as Director of Music and
Organist at St. Ignatius Roman Catholic Cathedral in Palm
Beach Gardens, Florida. Adam studied organ at Duquesne
University, where upon graduation, he received the Marchal
Performance Award. He is also a graduate of the Peabody
Conservatory in Baltimore. He has toured as a concert artist
in England, Germany, Hong Kong, and the United States.
The Chicago Tribune recognized Brakel as, “One of the most
talented organists in the world!”

-Revelation 21:6

		

Hymn Festival! Sunday, May 1
Join us in the Traditional Worship Services (Sanctuary) at
8:30am and 11am on Sunday, May 1 for a hymn festival!
The Chancel Choir will be presenting a festival of hymns
in worship. Come hear your favorite hymns interpreted
on piano, organ, and by the choir — and sing along! John
DeBevoise will be talking about how hymns nurture our faith.
To throw your favorite hymns into the hat as possibilities to
be sung that day, please email your two favorite hymns to
Nancy Callahan at callahan@palmaceia.org by April 15th.

MusiCamp 2016
June 13-19 • 12:30 – 3:45 pm
MusiCamp is a one-week offering of music, drama,
costumes, sets, creativity and fun for children, rising 2nd
graders – 6th grades (sorry, no exceptions). During this week
the participants learn a musical based-Biblical story (music,
script, recreation, crafts). The musical story this year will be
based on Daniel 6, DANIEL’S DANGEROUS DILEMMA,
by Michael Bedford. The children present it during two
worship services in the Sanctuary on Sunday, June 19th at
9:30 and 11:00 AM. Rehearsals will also held on Saturday
morning, June 18th.
Register online or pick up a registration form in the church
office. The cost of MusiCamp is $25 per camper; $50 per
family. Deadline for registering is June 1st!! Questions can be
directed to Nancy Callahan, callahan@palmaceia.org.
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BAPTISMS:
02/07/16 Kenneth Allen Hubbell
02/14/16 Leighton Edward McCutchen,
son of Nash & Matthew McCutchen
02/14/16 Tanner Winship Nolan,
son of Casey & James Nolan
02/14/16 Addison Leigh Skijus,
daughter of Melanie & Chris Skijus
02/21/16 Branson Thomas Doyle,
son of Caroline & Ryan Doyle
02/28/16 Lucy Jones Molinari,
daughter of Katherine (Kate) & John Molinari
03/08/16 Jessica Wetherington
NEW MEMBERS:
01/04/16 Morgan & John Holmes
02/14/16 Hayley & Wes Tolbert
02/28/16 Regan Borucke
02/28/16 Grace Cockrell
02/28/16 Jenna Curl
02/28/16 Caitlyn Dellegatto
02/28/16 Thompson Draper
02/28/16 Michael Fitzsimmons
02/28/16 Trey Heil
02/28/16 Adam Jones
02/28/16 Elise Kern
02/28/16 Banks Lomel
02/28/16 Macy McClintock
02/28/16 Alex Miller
02/28/16 Amanda Phillips
02/28/16 Camryn Porter
02/28/16 Daniel Schouler
02/28/16 Jack Touchton
02/28/16 Sydney Van Aelst
03/13/16 Dallas & Pete Atkinson
03/13/16 Whitney Bren
03/13/16 Frank Pokorny
03/13/16 Sarah & Ryan Hart
03/20/16 Caroline Rossi
03/20/16 Katie Taulbee
TRANSFER:
03/07/16 Donna C. Hennessey to St. Mark’s Episcopal 		
Church, Jacksonville, FL

This caregiver support group gives Christian guidance on
handling the issues of aging parents and loved ones. The
group meets on the second Wednesday of the month. Next
meeting is scheduled for April 13 at 6:30 pm in Eastminster
301/302. For more information, contact BJ Johns at bj@
palmaceia.org.

Group Trip to
Rays Game: April 29
Order Form & Payment Due April 11
Attention Rays Baseball Fans: The Presbytery of Tampa Bay
is having a Group Day with the Rays! Come join your fellow
Presbyterians to see the Rays take on the Toronto Blue Jays
on Friday, April 29, 7:10pm start time. Seats will be along the
1st baseline side in lower reserved seats in sections 124/126.
Tickets prices are $30/person ($60 value), and includes a Rays
Hat. As a mission, you may also wish to consider purchasing
an extra ticket or two for donation to Beth-El Mission in
Wimauma. PLEASE DESIGNATE (to donate) on your order
form if you choose to do this.Order forms are available in the
church office.
DEADLINE: Please bring your order form & payment to
the church office by Sunday, April 11! If you’d like to ride the
church bus, indicate so on the form (first come, first served).
Questions? Email Nancy Creedon: nancyc@palmaceia.org.

Young At Heart
Young at Heart is a shared monthly
interdenominational luncheon, fellowship and
program for men and women age 55+. The
group meets every 3rd Thursday, September through May.
Thursday, April 21st
12:30 pm - 2:00 pm
Bayshore Baptist Church
$8.00
Program: Julie Boyd: Humor with Compelling
Stories that Changes Lives
Julie Boyd has been entertaining and inspiring audiences
since the age of 10. She began her formal ministry in 1981.
Combining humor with compelling stories of changed
lives, Julie is gifted in communicating the message of hope
through Christ.
Thursday, May 19th
12:30 pm - 2:00 pm
Hyde Park United Methodist Church
$8.00
Program: Ed Kilbourne, singer and storyteller, in concert
For either April or May’s meetings, RSVP to Bruce Farnell
at receptionist@palmaceia.org or 813-253-6047
Questions? Contact BJ Johns at bj@palmaceia.org

WEDNESDAY DINNER
Join us at the table for the fun, fellowship, and feast of
Wednesday Night Dinners. The meal is served starting at 5:30.
It helps Coretha to know how much food to prepare if you
can RSVP by calling the church office – but if you forget to
RSVP, you are always welcome anyway.
Meals are $5/person or $15/family. Children ages 0-2 are free;
age 3-6 is $2.00; and age 7-12 is $3.00. A 6-meal booklet can
be purchased for $25.00. Come to the table!
MENU
April 6: Resurrection Dinner
Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans
April 13:
Chicken & Vegetables
April 20:
Spaghetti
April 27:
Coretha’s Choice!
May 4: Birthday Celebration
Roast Pork, Rice, Black Beans
May 11:
Coretha’s Choice!
May 18:
Last WND of the Season: Meatloaf, Macaroni &
Cheese, Green Beans
HAVE A GREAT SUMMER! SEE YOU IN
SEPTEMBER!

Bingo Night
April 17th at
6 pm in the
Fellowship
Hall!

Bingo night is a church-wide fundraiser sponsored
by the youth and Presbyterian Women.
For the second year in a row, we’ll be playing
bingo and supporting youth missions. And as a
special treat, you can win Beyoncé concert tickets
in our raffle! Join us from 6 to 7:30 pm! Come
one, come all!

FELLOWSHIP

Changing Places Support Group
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Art By Taylor O. Thomas

& families

Taylor O. Thomas is the artist whose art has been used as
the atmospherics in the Connection Worship services across
Lent. The art has been displayed on large panels as the
backdrop in the worship area. Below, the artist shares an
interpretation of her work and what it meant this Lenten
season.
“I have come so that they may have life, and have it
abundantly.” John 10:10
Lent is often a season that sends us spiraling into a series of
questions:
“What could I do better? What should I sacrifice? What will
be fixed over these 40 days?” We are a people who long to love
God faultlessly and to know Him clearly, and these desires are
beautiful ones to have. But, I wonder: How often am I missing
out on Christ’s true abundance because of my focus on selfimprovement and its required to-do’s? This season, I find myself
rejecting my behavior-based goals and asking this instead:
Am I living the REAL life?
For years, I have been drawing broken-down boxes (always
colorless and never perfect) like the ones you see displayed in
white frames. They have always been, in a sense, my “artistic
handwriting,” and a reminder of both my yearning for progress
as well as my inability to grip progress perfectly. These forms
speak to the modes of control and achievement that surround
me (and all of us) daily. From our to-do-lists, to our calendars,
to the keys on our computers, boxes guide our busied lives.
Take a moment, however, to lift your eyes from those frames
and observe the paintings. that drape behind them. Do you
notice that those same boxes line the edges of these massive
works? Do you see how they deconstruct and fall inward, toward
a mass of color and vitality? When creating these paintings,
I wanted to allow those boxes to lead into something greater,
more alive. The process itself was one that constantly drew upon
my faith, as I never know what an image will end up like and
am thus left dependent on my Spirit to guide me. We—the
body of Christ—are positioned in the center of two paintings
that throw the concept of knowing and of striving on its head,
opting to uplift what it means to have abundance of life instead.
We are at the center of an ode—not to humanity’s checked
boxes and accomplishments, but to the freedom we receive from
those things. From coveting control to embracing release, from
leading colorless, linear lives to living fearless expressions of
faith, we are enabled to move.
My hope is for THIS movement to be the one that saturates our
Lenten season. Just as my lines have been transformed within
my canvases, let us see how our hearts may be transformed
within our bodies—together, as the body of Christ.

–Taylor O. Thomas
www.taylorothomas.com
Mixed-media Artist
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Welcome, Reverends Jeroen
Jeroense and Karin Spelt!

PCPC has very much enjoyed having with us as associate
members Col. and Mrs. Simon Wouda (Caroline), and
their three boys (Rinka, Tinka, and Rein). Col. Wouda is
the liaison from the Dutch Army to Central Command at
MacDill Air Force Base. Simon, Caroline, and their family are
members of the Dutch Reformed Church in the Netherlands
— our ancestors in the Presbyterian faith. Their pastors in the
Netherlands, out of the Dutch Reformed Church, are coming
to visit for two weeks after Easter. They are a clergy couple
whose names are Reverend Jeroen Jeroense and Reverend
Karin Spelt. They’ll be using their Continuing Education
Leave to study at Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church. They
hope to study the worship services, youth ministry, the way
in which we do Christian education, our fellowship together,
and some of the area ministries we support. We’ve invited
them to preach in the Sanctuary and to bring greetings in the
Connection on Sunday, April 10th. Please welcome them as
you find them visiting around the campus during this period.
They will be leaving us to return to The Netherlands on
Sunday, April 17th.

Hospitality Sessions for New
Members

April 3, 10:00 am - 11:30 am AND
May 1, 9:30 am - 11:00 am
Bride’s Room (Next to Chapel)
PCPC offers a monthly Hospitality Session for anyone
who has an interest in learning more about Palma Ceia
Presbyterian and its ministries. Some people who attend
this new members class have a desire to become members
of PCPC, and decide to join at the end of the class. Others
attend the class simply as part of their exploration toward
learning more about the ministries that PCPC has to offer
individuals and families.
All are welcome on April 3 and/or May 1 in the Bride’s
Room, and we look forward to meeting you!

Encourage One Another…
Stephen Ministry
In 1 Thessalonians 5 Paul writes, “Therefore encourage one
another and build each other up… Encourage the timid,
help the weak, be patient with everyone.” God has called us
all to build up and encourage one another. For those who
are experiencing a difficult time, our Stephen Ministers can
provide the special encouragement, care, and support they
need until they are past the crisis. If you would like more
information on our Stephen Ministry, please call Betsy Bradt,
813-286-1676.

Christian Education at PCPC
As Linda Beckham Retires

SUNDAY MORNINGS

by John DeBevoise

The Personnel Committee proposed to the Session and
the Session approved that over the next 12 months
(approximately) Pastor Nicole Abdnour staff and work with
the Christian Education Committee, teams, and colleagues,
to insure and supervise continuing Christian Education
operations, analyze current and future needs, and lead the
teams to propose to the Session a helpful path into the
chapter ahead.
This will entail Nicole’s putting down, for this period, the
majority of her current responsibilities. It means she will
not be as readily available for pastoral calls in hospitals,
homes, or offices. She no doubt will continue with some of
this pastoral load, but in a significantly reduced capacity to
allow for picking up the other tasks.
She will seek to continue her pattern of worship leadership,
but with leeway for the time needed away as she requires
it in order to manage the Christian Education oversight
during this interim. My hope and plan is that, from their
work together, the Session will be then be positioned to
hear recommendations, approve a plan, and recruit staff as
required and possible.
The work Nicole will need to suspend for a time will
need to be picked up in this interim by existing staff, and
possibly temporary staff. If you have ideas about Christian
Education you’d like to share with Nicole during this
interim you can email her at Nicole@palmaceia.org
Even as we move forward and work to solidify a plan, we
continue to celebrate Linda’s 30-year record of excellence
in Christian Education ministry, and look forward to her
worshiping with this church, and community.

New Sunday School Class!
April 3 - May 8
Sunday Mornings at 10:05 am
Eastminster 305/306

A new Young Adult Sunday School class led by Will
Wellman begins after Easter! The class is called “Too Busy
Not To Pray.” It will be sponsored by the Young Adults, but
all are welcome.

GODLY PLAY?!?!?
Do you ever wonder where our youngest children
go when they leave the worship space following
the children’s message on Sundays? They gather
for a worshipful experience of their own which
allows them to hear a scriptural story from a
storyteller who invites them into the story through
“wondering” questions. Much like worship in
the Sanctuary and Connection, Godly Play has
a pattern and a cadence designed for children to
hear God’s story and to reflect on it, making them
aware that God’s story is their story.
Nancy Creedon, our principal storyteller, writes:

“What I love most about Godly Play are the
answers that children come up with to the
Wondering Questions, which are the questions
the storyteller asks at the end to help the children
process the story. Sometimes the responses are
funny, sometimes sweet, oftentimes telling, and
sometimes downright matter-of-fact. Some can
be quite touching, like when a child shares the
news that a family member has passed on (a
grandparent or a beloved family pet), and you
get some insight as to how that has affected
them. Seeing a well known Bible story through
a child’s eyes can be very impactful, and one
of the very best side benefits of my job here at
PCPC. I remember a five-year-old child, after
hearing the story of Pentecost & the gift of the
Holy Spirit (with the emphasis on the color red
that Sunday), who said, ‘We use red, because

it is red like a heart, because God loves us
so much He gave us the Holy Spirit.’ How
succinct, and it came from a five-year-old!”

To share in these precious moments is a gift
and an honor, which we encourage others to
participate in. We are in need of an additional
pair or two of hands to assist the storyteller
each Sunday. If you would like to be present
for those special story moments, you can do
so by contacting Nancy Creedon or Pastor
Nicole Abdnour. Scheduling yourself is possible
by going to: http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60b0444abae229-godly. Whether you
volunteer once, or once a month, you will
certainly walk away having had your own faith
enriched by our youngest theologians. You
may email Nancy Creedon with any questions:
nancyc@palmaceia.org.

DISCIPLESHIP

As Linda Beckham enters a well-deserved retirement,
it represents a transition from 25 years of experienced,
competent, creative, Reformed, relational leadership
in Christian Education at PCPC. The majority of this
congregation neither know nor recall any other way of
going forward in Christian Education at PCPC other than
Linda Beckham leading us.
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WE’RE ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

Follow us on:
Facebook
www.facebook.com/PalmaCeiaPresbyterianChurch
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Instagram PCPChurch
Website www.palmaceia.org

Holy God,
you have called us to follow in the way of your risen Son,
and to care for those who are our companions,
not only with words of comfort, but with acts of love.
Seeking to be true friends of all,
we offer our prayers, our time, and our deeds as
signs of our desire to follow you.
Guide us in the path of discipleship,
help us to live as those who expect to be resurrected,
so that, as you have blessed us,
we may be a blessing for others,
bringing the promise of the kingdom near
by our words and deeds. Amen.
(Vanderbilt/RCL)

Taylor O Thomas Paintings.
See article page 10

