Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great
in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.
Isaiah 12:6
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December 2015

calendar

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29: The First Sunday in Advent
8:30 & 11:00 am - Sanctuary Worship - John DeBevoise
preaching
9:00 am - Connection Worship - John DeBevoise preaching
6:00 pm - Vespers Service of Remembrance, sponsored by
Stephen Ministers
(A service intending to bring comfort to those experiencing
grief or pain as we enter the Advent and Christmas Season)
The Sacrament of Communion will be served at all of the above
services.
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30
9:30 am - Preschool Holy Family Chapel in the Sanctuary
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2
12:00 pm - Midweek Advent Service in the Chapel
5:30 pm - Wednesday Night Dinner (Pork Chops, Sweet
Potatoes, Green Beans)
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5
10:00 am - Noon - Presbyterian Women’s Coffee at the home
of Sherry & David Leffers: 3609 S. Beach Dr, Tampa 33629
All women of the church are welcome.
5:30 pm - At Bel-Mar Presbyterian, ’Charlie Brown Christmas’
movie shown on the lawn of Bel-Mar Presbyterian, with a
bonfire roast of marshmallows and hot dogs
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6: Stone Soup & Living
Nativity Sunday
8:30 & 11:00 am - Sanctuary Worship - John DeBevoise
preaching
9:00 am - Connection Worship - David Bonnema preaching
4:30 pm - Intergenerational Advent Craft Event in the gym
4:30 pm - Chrismon Tree decorating in Sanctuary
6:00 pm - Stone Soup Meal served in the Fellowship Hall

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6: continued
7:00 pm - Living Nativity on Church Courtyard Lawn
The Living Nativity is the Vespers Service this evening.
MONDAY, DECEMBER 7
9:30 am - Preschool Nativity Animals Chapel in the Church
Courtyard
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9
12:00 pm - Midweek Advent Service in the Chapel
5:30 pm - Wednesday Night Dinner with Pastor John leading
carols, and with rides from the Jolley Trolley!
(Grilled Cheese Sandwiches, Soup, Peppermint Ice Cream, &
Chocolate Cookies)
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12
5:30 pm - Bel-Mar Saturday Evening Worship Service Guitar
Christmas lead by Rick McClintock, Roger Sullins, & others.
Children are particularly welcomed to come up close and share.
The Sacrament of Communion will be served
SUNDAY DECEMBER 13: Sausage Sunday
Hot sausage biscuits are served across the morning
(9:30-11:15 am) in Fellowship Hall)
8:30 & 11:00 am - Sanctuary Worship - Nicole Abdnour
preaching
9:00 am - Connection Worship - David Bonnema preaching
10-11:30 am - New Members’ Hospitality Class in the Bride’s
Room
5:00 pm - Tampa Oratorio Society: Carols of the Season
Concert with The Florida Orchestra Brass Quintet presented
by The Tampa Oratorio Singers in the Sanctuary.
6:00 pm - Brief Vespers Service with Scripture, Prayer, &
Communion in the Chapel
The Sacrament of Communion will be served.
Continued on page 2

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS
CALENDAR

continued

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14
9:00 am - Preschool Christmas Family Chapel in the
Sanctuary
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15
7:00 pm “Messiah” by G. F. Handel, The Christmas Portion.
In the PCPC Sanctuary. Featuring the Tampa Oratorio
Singers with orchestra, directed by Nancy Callahan
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16
12:00 pm - Midweek Advent Worship in the Chapel
5:30 pm - Wednesday Night Dinner (Roast Beef, Mashed
Potatoes, Green beans) with Kenny Helsig on the Piano
(from the Bern’s Dessert Room!)
6:15 pm - Longest Night Service in the PCPC Courtyard
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19
5:30 pm - Bel-Mar Saturday Evening Worship Service. The
service features the music of The Tampa Bay Harps, a harp
ensemble sharing their beautiful interpretation of the sounds
of the season.
The Sacrament of Communion will be served.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20: Christmas Music Sunday
8:30 & 11:00 am - Sanctuary Worship - John DeBevoise
preaching
(Florida Symphony Brass accompanying in sanctuary)
9:00 am - Connection Worship - David Bonnema preaching
6:00 pm - A brief Vespers Service with scripture, prayer,
communion and candlelight in the PCPC Chapel
7:00 pm - “Messiah” by G. F. Handel, The Christmas
Portion. In the PCPC Sanctuary. Featuring the Tampa
Oratorio Singers with orchestra, directed by Nancy
Callahan.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23
12:00 pm - Midweek Advent Worship in the Chapel
No Wednesday Night Dinner Tonight
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24: CHRISTMAS EVE
5:00 pm - Children and Family Service in the Sanctuary
7:00 pm - Connection Candlelight and Communion
Service
8:00 pm - Candlelight and Communion Service in the
Sanctuary
11:00 pm - Candlelight and Communion Service in the
Sanctuary
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26
5:30 pm - Bel Mar Saturday Evening Worship Service
The Sacrament of Communion will be served
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SUNDAY DECEMBER 27
8:30 & 11:00 am - Sanctuary Worship - John DeBevoise
preaching
9:00 am - Connection Worship - John DeBevoise preaching
6:00 pm - Christmas Poetry Vespers Service in the Chapel. If
you have a beloved Christmas poem you would like to read
or have read, bring it to this chapel service and we will lift
them up, using poetry reading as a form of prayer.
The Sacrament of Communion will be served.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31: New Year’s Eve
6:00 pm - New Year’s Eve Service in the Sanctuary
(Communion, Steeple Bell Ringing, Sparkling Grape Juice,
and Fireworks in the Courtyard)
The Sacrament of Communion will be served.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 3
8:30 & 11:00 am - Sanctuary Worship
9:00 am - Connection Worship - Nicole Abdnour preaching
The Sacrament of Communion will be served .

prayer and advent

As we enter the Advent and Christmas season, I’m drawn to
encouraging you to consider including in it a specific emphasis on
prayer. Advent is the season to prepare our hearts and minds to
receive the gift of God’s presence. In addition to preparing with
decorating, gift buying and festive eating (all Christmas activities I
enjoy), I think we are wise to bring intentionality to prayer in Advent
as well.
Consider as an Advent practice:
• Praying every morning before your feet hit the ground this
sentence: “O God, this day, guide me to prepare myself in some
way for the coming of your presence in Christ.”
• Stopping each time you enter your home and praying: “Even as
I enter here O Lord, help me to open the door to your presence
within as well.”
• Lighting a candle before each dinner, accompanying the candle
lighting with this prayer: “God of love, help us welcome Christ to
this table as an act of welcoming Christ as Lord of our lives.”
• As you lay your head down on the pillow each night for sleep,
consider this prayer: “Loving God, you came to Joseph and the
Magi in dreams; may my dreams tonight guide my heart and soul
closer to the Christ child.”
Joanna Harader has written this “Bidding Prayer” which includes
lighting the four candles of the Advent wreath as a portion of the
prayer:

“Holy One, be the light in our darkness tonight.
As we have lit the candle of hope,
we pray for those who feel hopeless . . .
As we have lit the candle of peace,
we pray for all victims of violence . . .
As we have lit the candle of joy,
we pray for those whose hearts are weighed down by sorrow . . .
As we have lit the candle of love,
we pray for those who do not feel loved, for those who struggle
to love others . . .
Holy One, be the light in our darkness tonight,
that we might reflect your light into the dark corners of our
world. Amen.”
It’s a good thing to pray in silence as well. Heaven knows the bustle of
Christmas is blessed by intentional silence. Try following one of these
prayers with two minutes of silence, even one minute. After all, how
does the Carol go: “Silent Night, Holy Night?” What did the night
wind say to the little lamb: “Do you hear what I hear?”I think it’s a
helpful practice to share in extended prayer, but don’t let the failure
to achieve the heroic cause you to miss the repeated benefit of the
simple, particularly in prayer.
Prayerfully all the way until Christmas, (and then some),

Pastor John

Vespers Service of
Remembrance
Sunday, November 29
6:00 pm in the Chapel
A special Vespers Service of Remembrance will be
held on the first Sunday of Advent. It is intended
to be of comfort to anyone who is experiencing the
pain and grief of loss through the Holiday Season.
This service invites people to particularly give thanks
to God for those loved ones they miss during the
Thanksgiving and Christmas Season.
-Rev. Nicole Abdnour, Associate Pastor

Midweek Advent Service
Throughout Advent we will be gathering in the
Chapel for a thirty minute service of prayer,
scripture, music, and communion. In the busyness
of the season, we invite you to join us in prayer and
contemplation on Wednesdays, December 2, 9, 16,
and 23.

Sausage Sunday
December 13, 9:30 – 11:15 am
in the Fellowship Hall
We will be providing a bounty of campfire - grilled
sausage, biscuits and fruit, coffee, tea and hot
chocolate with warm hospitality in the Fellowship
Hall. This annual event is a PCPC tradition, and a
way of expressing joy and celebration in this Advent
and Christmas Season!

New Year’s Eve
Service At PCPC
December 31, 6:00 pm in the sanctuary.
The service lasts ½ hour and includes the
Sacrament of Communion. The service will
end with participants being invited to ring
the steeple bell, and then a sparkling grape
juice toast! Come family casual or in tuxes
on your way to dinner! Guests are always
welcome!

WORSHIP

... from the Pastor’s Desk
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“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on
his people and redeemed them.”
My Internship
at Palma Ceia
Presbyterian
Preschool
By Samantha Curley
Preparing to enter my senior
year as a psychology major
with a minor in Spanish, I
began investigating internship
opportunities. One of my psychology professors suggested
I look into the Palma Ceia Presbyterian Preschool. He
explained it was an integrated program for mainstream
children and children with disabilities. He knew I had a
passion for that population and figured I would be a great fit.
The best decision I made was becoming the preschool’s
newest intern. I never anticipated such a flawless program.
Everyone involved is warm, nurturing and intelligent. The
director of the program, Nancy, is incredible. She always
has a million things to do but never becomes stressed or
flustered. Instead, she gets the job done. Nancy always has
something positive to say and connects with each child and
staff member individually. Like her classes, she is poised and
professional.

PRESHCOOL

I have been working with the four year olds. Every day I find
myself admiring the way the class is structured. Each week
toys, activities, and books are rotated to keep the
children interested and engaged. Natural light
is used as much as possible and corporative play
is encouraged in all domains of learning. I have
worked with children for six years, but never in
a setting where teachers are all on the same page,
and children respond so positively to learning, as
they do here.
In just a few months I have observed children
who initially refused any fine motor skill building
activities, now cut pictures out of magazines and
paste them on collages with ease. I have witnessed
nonverbal children begin to practice animal
sounds and play and communicate with other
children.

We often hear, “It takes a special person
to work with children with disabilities,”
but that isn’t so. The children make us
special people.

4 | www.palmaceia.org

-Luke 1:68

Kirk of the Pines Calls A Pastor
Our Pastor Emeritus, Chuck Greenwood, sent this article from
the Marsh Harbour newspaper so that all the PCPC members
who helped this mission church in the past 20 years can see
their work continues. Pray for them!
ian Church in Marsh
Kirk of the Pines Presbyter
arrival of its new
Harbour is announcing the
along with his wife Jan
minister. Rev. Gabe Swing
ently moved here to
and daughter Grace have rec
pastor this congregation.
ed with Christian youth
Rev. Swing has been involv
es in North Carolina. He
work since 1988 in church
people on many mission
and his wife have led young
agua as well as in the
teams to Mexico and Nicar
ly they spent several years
United States. Most recent
th the youth there.
on Long Island working wi
them to Abaco, Bahamas.
The congregation welcomes

Covenant Circle
at Palma Ceia
Presbyterian
Church
What is the Covenant Circle? Palma Ceia Presbyterian
Church created the Covenant Circle to quietly recognize
those individuals and families that intend to remember
PCPC in their estate planning. Large and small gifts are
equally welcomed, both during your lifetime and when you
pass into heaven. Leave a legacy of faith to Christ’s church,
supporting worship and witness of Christ for generations to
come.
Become a Covenant Circle member by making your
intentions known to Pastor John DeBevoise. You will receive
a Covenant Circle pin and an invitation to our December 6
luncheon. We hope you will consider wearing the Covenant
Circle pin as a witness of your intentions, and answering the
inviting question, “What is that pin?”
THANK YOU FOR REMEMBERING PCPC IN YOUR
ESTATE PLANNING.

“Jesus said, ‘To those to whom much is given,
much is expected.’” Luke: 12:48

Urgent Need At Faith Cafe!
Men’s CASUAL Clothing Requested!!

2015 Joy Gift Offering
Designated for Beth-El
Farmworker Ministry, Inc.
PCPC’s annual Joy Gift offering this year has been
designated for the Beth-El Farmworker Ministry in
Wimauma.
For almost 40 years (since 1976), Beth-El has provided
encouragement and support for the farmworking
community in the Tampa Bay region.
Statistics indicate that about 200,000 migrant farmworkers
travel to Florida each year to harvest crops. Many of them
come to the Tampa Bay area. Among other things, these
people often face the following problems:
•

They live well below the national poverty level.

•

The typical tomato picker must pick 4,000 pounds each
day to earn between $40-80.

•

They frequently suffer from poor nutrition and healthrelated problems.

•

Although these people grow the food we eat, they often
lack enough for their own families. Beth-El provides
food for more than 80,000 people per year through its
weekly food pantry and community dinners.

•

Because of their frequent moves, their children face
substantial educational challenges.

•

Beth-El provides Head Start and K-8 charter schools
through the Redlands Christian Migrant Association
and it offers adult education courses toward a GED or
through classes in English as a second language taught
by a partnership with the Hillsborough County schools.
Scholarships also are provided.

As a congregation, we may not be able to solve the
Syrian crisis or to bring peace to Afghanistan, but we
can and should reach out to those who are suffering in
our own community to share Christ’s love and concern
for both their physical and spiritual needs. Remember
Paul’s commendation of the Macedonian Christians in
II Corinthians 8:3-5, “…how up to their ability- yes,

and I bear them testimony, beyond their ability-they
voluntarily have given, most urgently begging of us
the favor of taking part in this service to the saints.
They did not do simply what we hoped for, but they
gave themselves first to the Lord and so, in keeping
with the will of God, also to us.” May the same be said
of the PCPC members who reach out to these neighbors in
need.

Would you be willing to
clean out your closet in
the next few weeks? Faith
Cafe would appreciate
anything you can give! The
men the cafe serves are
mostly in need of t-shirts,
shorts, shorts, jeans, socks, casual shoes, sweatshirts, coats,
blankets, towels, and toiletries.
PCPC has two Faith Cafe containers in the breezeway
near the Fellowship Hall. If you find them locked, the
receptionist, Bruce, has the key. Thanks so much for
supporting those less fortunate in our backyard!

Some Important Tips For
Your Year-End Charitable
Giving
2015 Tax Credit: Your gifts must be in the church office or
post-marked no later than Dec. 31st.
Gifts of Stock: Please notify Kathy Alberts in the Finance
Office for transfer information; your broker does not always
convey your name to our broker with securities transfer.
Online Giving: If you are making recurring payments
online for 2015 only, please check that you entered a stop
date. You may also set up payments for your 2016 pledge.
Thank you so much for your generous support of PCPC,
Becky Charles (Finance Chairman), Russell Bogue, Will
Cassidy, Caroline Collier, Jim Compton, Alan Fisk, Ben
Hill, Julianne McKeel, Hal Mullis, Jenifer
Ownby, Preston Puryear, David Taulbee, Kathy
Alberts (Director of Finance Office, kalberts@
palmaceia.org)

Thank You From the
Witness & Service
Committee
The Witness and Service committee is charged
with identifying and assisting mission work
at both the local and international levels. We
succeed because of our amazing congregation.
PCPC is a dynamic servant-based church
helping folks in need of food, services,
education, and most importantly, the love of
Jesus Christ. You generously give at each of our
four annual special offerings and on multiple
other occasions. All of us on the committee
wish to express our profound gratitude for the
time, talent and treasure you devote to sharing
love and care for our needy world.

MISSION

www.beth-el.info

PCPC Life December 2015 |

5

Circle Meetings For December
Circle #1
Leaders: Lynda LaCasse & Barbara Meng
Meeting 12/7/15 at 10:15 a.m.
Home of Paula Wilson
3203 Bayshore Blvd. #1002
Circle #2
Leader: Ellie Hunt
Meeting: 12/7/15 at 10:15 a.m.
Home of Cynthia Mischler
3502 W. San Luis St.
Circle #3
Leader: Anne Loomis
Meeting:12/7/15 at 10:15 a.m.
Home of Ann McLauchlin
2405 Ardson Place, #503A
Circle #5
Leader: Margaret Hylton
Meeting: 12/8/15 at 7:00 p.m.
Home of Joanne Snyder
4013 W. Azeele St.
Circle #6
Leader: Jenifer Ownby
Meeting: 12/14/15 at 11:00 a.m.
Home of Kathy Beeson Tate
2518 W. Edgewood
Circle #7
Leader: Sarah Stichter
Meeting 12/7/15 at 10:30 a.m.
Home of Cindy Goding
4209 W. Beachway Dr.

NURTURE

your FAITH

Merry Christmas, fellow Christians! We’re happy to be
celebrating with you this season and there’s a lot happening
with Palma Ceia Presbyterian Women.
You’ve already helped jump start the giving season with
your Ingathering donations. When the LifePath Hospice
truck arrived to pick up our goods, we kept loading and
loading and loading, and are so very grateful to you for your
generosity. Please accept our heartfelt thank you.
We’d love to see you Thursday, December 5th at 9am in the
Sanctuary. We’re decorating for Christmas and can use your
help. If you can fluff wreaths and bows--super! If you can
climb a ladder--wonderful. If you have a critical eye and can
assist those on the ladders—come on! We need you.
After the work is completed, please join us on Saturday,
December 7th from 10am to Noon for our annual
Christmas Coffee. All women of the church are invited to
this lovely event, which celebrates those who’ve joined our
church this year. For your convenience if you prefer, we will
provide shuttle service from the church to Sherry Leffers’
home, 3609 S. Beach Drive.
Lastly, the Christmas season is so very lovely and the women
of the church enjoy celebrating together. So, please join us
for decorating, sipping coffee, munching on delicious treats,
and studying the bible. Love and peace and joy to all of you.
Nancy Lee Nelson
PCPW President

Circle #8
Leader: Candace Watson
Meeting: 12/1/15 with Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Home of Judy Moore
4502 Beachway Dr.
Bible Study at 7:00 p.m.
Circle #9
Leaders Leah Maurer & Emma Boulware
Meeting 12/7/15 at 8:45 a.m.
PCPC Room W214
Child Care Room W207/209

Gay Rivas, Community Action Coordinator, loading the
Ingathering donations into the LifePath Hospice truck
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Christian Education
STONE SOUP
December 6, 4:30 pm
Stone Soup Celebration is for the whole family! Fun
activities centering on preparing for the coming Christ
including: graham cracker “gingerbread” houses, family
photo ornaments, seasonal cookies, and much, much more!
4:30 - Activities in the gym for people of all ages
6:00 - Coretha’s vegetable beef soup, corn bread, and
chocolate cake in Fellowship Hall
7:00 - Living Nativity in the church courtyard

LIVING NATIVITY
December 6 at 7:00 pm
Children: Be part of our Living
Nativity as a shepherd or angel.
Adults: Seeking a few wise men
and chaperoning shepherds and
angels! Invite a friend or neighbor
and celebrate the mystery of God’s
great gift to the world, his son,
Jesus! RSVP to linda@palmaceia.org for key roles.

YOUTH UPDATE
The semester is flying by here in the land of youth! We have
had a great deal of fun these last few months and we want
to finish things off with a similar gusto! There are two events
you will not want to miss out on:
Wednesday, December 9th we will be having our middle
school White Elephant - Christmas Party - Jolley Trolly
night! Please join us in the gym at 6:00pm with a wrapped
gift. These gifts can literally be anything: old batteries,
sweet PJs, a toothbrush, last year someone even brought an
enormous plug-in Santa lamp! We will enjoy treats and a
ride in the Jolly Trolly as well! Don’t miss out!
Sunday, December 13th we will be having our high school
White Elephant - Christmas Party! Please join us in the gym
at 6:00pm with a wrapped gift. No need to spend money,
wrap something around the house. It’s the thought that
counts! Dress up in your favorite Christmas clothing and be
ready to have a lot of fun!
Youth Group will cease on these dates and resume January
6th for middle schoolers and January 10th for high
schoolers! We Ho-Ho-Hope everyone has a wonderful and
restful Christmas break!
Kenny Hubbell, Youth Director

Looking ahead

2016 Confirmation Class

CIT (Counselor in Training) Orientation

Beginning January 10, 2016
9th through 12th graders are invited to attend a 7-week
course to learn about:
Church history
The Presbyterian church and PCPC
The Bible
Answers to personal questions about faith

CLER Classes
All fourth and fifth grade girls and fifth grade boys AND
one parent or guardian are invited to attend the Human
Sexuality Class on Sunday, January 31, noon to 2 pm.
Contact Linda Beckham and/or pick up a registration form
in the church office.

UPWARD BASKETBALL
REGISTRATION
PCPC is once again accepting registrations
for Upward Basketball for boys & girls K-5th
grades. Sessions will take place from January 10-March
6, 2016, with all registrations due in by December 13.
Cost will be $110 per player. There will be a maximum of
10 players and a minimum of 2 coaches per team, with a
minimum of 2 teams required for play. Games will take
place from 11:30am-1:30pm on Sundays in the PCPC
gym. Registration forms are available in the church office.

At the end of the class, students have an opportunity to join
the church by making a personal profession of faith.
The class is led by David Bonnema and Kenny
Hubbell and will include discussion with other
pastors and leaders in the church.
Classes are held in the 2nd floor youth rooms
from 10am to 12pm on Sundays. The 7-week
class begins on Sunday, January 10th and ends
on February 21st.
To register, email bonnema@palmaceia.org and
include:
student name, student email, student cell phone
parent names, parent email , parent cell phone
Any other questions, contact David Bonnema:
Bonnema@palmaceia.org or call the church office
at 813-253-6047.

YOUTH

January 24, 2016
Any youth who has completed sixth grade is welcome to
apply to be a summer CIT. These Counselors will assist at
Vacation Bible School, Pottery Camp, and/or Art/Sport/
Games camp. Contact Linda Beckham to apply.
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And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for
he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
-Luke 1: 46-48a

News of Rev. Bruce Robertson’s
Death
PCPC received the news of Rev. Bruce Robertson’s death
in September. He died September 4th. During the time
he was the Vice President of Church Relations at Eckerd
College, Bruce Robertson was a regular attender in the
worship and fellowship life of PCPC, and a regular
teacher of Followers of the Way Bible Study on Mondays.
Bruce was living in Jacksonville, in the Presbyterian
Apartments near the Riverside Presbyterian Church,
where he had served as an Associate Pastor early in his
ministry. A memorial service was held at the Riverside
Presbyterian Church. He is survived by his wife Judy and
their two children, Sarah and Joshua. We thank God for
the witness of his faith and of his friendship amongst us
at Palma Ceia Presbyterian.

Hospitality Session for
New Members
December 13th, 10:00am - 11:30am
Bride’s Room (Next to Chapel)
PCPC offers a monthly Hospitality Session for anyone
who has an interest in learning more about Palma
Ceia Presbyterian and its ministries. Some people who
attend this new members class have a desire to become
members of PCPC, and decide to join at the end of
the class. Others attend the class simply as part of their
exploration toward learning more about the ministries
that PCPC has to offer individuals and families.
All are welcome on December 13th in the Bride’s Room,
and we look forward to meeting you!

WEDDINGS:
11/07/15 Lauren Elizabeth Sample & Steven Warneke
11/14/15 Mitzi Rucker Gill & Frank Everett Cooper, III
11/21/15 Jenna Lee Rowe & Jonathan Caughey Hughes
BIRTHS:
10/23/15 Poe Joseph Reynolds,
son of Nicole & Ryan Reynolds
10/29/15 Crutcher Kirkwood “Kirk” Reiss,
son of Sarah & Crutcher Reiss
11/16/15 Aaron Wurzburger,
son of Sarah Wurzburger & Paul Maurer
BAPTISM:
11/22/15 Georgia Anne Harrell,
daughter of Jennifer & Matthew Harrell
NEW MEMBERS:
11/15/15 Kristen & Troy Jansen
11/22/15 Mitzi Gill Cooper
DEATHS:
10/17/15 Jay Donaldson
10/30/15 Carol Sue Jones

PCPC Vision Statement

2016 Newsletter and
Communication changes
Beginning in January 2016, the schedule of printed
newsletters and communications will be changing to
reflect a more liturgical and seasonal approach. PCPC will
be launching a new and shorter communication a few
times a year in-between full PCPC Life newsletters. The
delivery date of the communications by mail and e-mail
will also be adapted to meet the appropriate focus of the
articles, events and season. If you have any questions,
please email communicatons@palmaceia.org.
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We are called to be a community
of disciples in Jesus Christ, who,
seeking unity in the faith, are living
our lives in joyful obedience to
God’s Word. Worshipping Christ,
learning in Christ, growing in
Christ, caring in Christ, acting in
Christ, reformed in Christ.

WEDNESDAY DINNER
Presbyterian Women
Christmas Coffee
December 5, 2015
10am - 12pm
3609 S. Beach Drive, Tampa 33629

Faith and
Fiction
Celebrates 25
Years!
The Faith and Fiction book
group celebrated its Silver
Anniversary in October.
Former Associate Pastor
Mark Schumann formed the group in fall 1990 and, armed
with a reading list borrowed from a similar group at First
Presbyterian Church in St. Petersburg, the readers set out on
their literary journey. Over the years many members have
come and gone, but from the beginning have been Dottie
and George Williams. Dottie is the group’s administrator,
making sure the reminders are sent out, the roster is up-todate, and the pre-meeting foodies know which restaurant to
meet at (it’s always Shell’s). Dottie and George also host an
in-home year-end celebration at which the group develops its
schedule for the following year.
It’s really quite remarkable that a reading group has been
going continuously for 25 years. Faith and Fiction has
evolved over time, creating a methodology that works for
its members. At the core are a love of reading, a willingness
to explore literary boundaries and exchange thoughts, and
a desire to fellowship with old and new friends. They read a
wide range of fiction and (occasionally) non-fiction books,
looking for evidence of faith in the lives of the characters. The
group meets monthly on the third Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. New
members are always welcome, and this would be a great time
to consider joining Faith and Fiction, as the group will be
setting its 2016 reading list in December.
For more information contact Dottie and George Williams:
dottiegwilliams@gmail.com

Join us at the table for the fun, fellowship, and feast of
Wednesday Night Dinners. WND’s are a long-standing
PCPC tradition. But in case you’ve never been… the meal
is served starting at 5:30, although there’s no need to arrive
at 5:30 on the dot. Plenty of people stroll in and out from
5:30-6:30. And many linger chatting until 7. There’s usually
no formal program –just announcements, a prayer, lots of
food and fellowship, and the occasional sing-along or skit.
It helps Coretha to know how much food to prepare if you
can RSVP by calling the church office – but if you forget to
RSVP, you are always welcome anyway.
Meals are $5/person or $15/family. Children
ages 0-2 are free; age 3-6 is $2.00; and age 7-12
is $3.00. A 6-meal booklet can be purchased for
$25.00. Yellow print-outs of the meals for the
entire 2015-2016 season are in the church office.
Plus, every meal includes a salad bar, bread, and
dessert. Come to the table!

DECEMBER MENU
December 2: December Birthdays Celebration
Pork Chops, Sweet Potatoes, Green Beans
December 9: Jolley Trolley & Carols led by
Pastor John
Soup & Grilled Cheese sandwiches;
Peppermint Ice Cream & Chocolate Cookies
December 16: Christmas Piano Music &
Longest Night Service
Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes, Green beans
No WND Until January 6

FELLOWSHIP

The Presbyterian Women invite all women of the
church to a Christmas Coffee at the home of Sherry &
David Leffers on December 5th at 10:00 a.m. Coffee
and snacks are provided to help celebrate the season
and a time of fellowship with the women of PCPC.
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PARISH NURSE CORNER
The church Parish Nurses, Gayle Hudson, RN, and Martha Spicklemire, RN,
provide informative news each month in order to:
1. Offer educational materials and resources to the congregation.
2. Provide patient advocacy tips to assist with individual medical needs.

Avoiding the Holiday Permanent Spread –
Your Weight
Weight gained over the winter holidays isn’t lost during the
rest of the year.
Estimates of holiday weight gain range from 2 pounds to
10 pounds. We carry this weight over, year after year, plus
continue to gain our seasonal 1-2 pounds, so that by the
time you reach 50, you can easily have accumulated 20
pounds of holiday cheer around your middle.

Creation Walk: Saturday, Dec. 12
Brooker Creek Preserve
3940 Keystone Road Tarpon Springs, FL 34688
You are invited to our December 12th Creation Walk! We will
gather at the Booker Creek Preserve Entrance Pavilion off the
Main Parking Area at 9:30 and set off on our hike at 9:45. The
trail is for moderate hikers as it is close to 3 miles and is primarily
unpaved. Bring a snack, water, bug spray and sunscreen!
A Creation Walk is a worship service in the context of a hike,
allowing us to give thanks to God for the goodness of God’s
creation while being immersed within that creation. The worship
experience will include scripture, prayers, and Communion, and
will be family friendly.

Questions? Contact Will Wellman at will@palmaceia.org.

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it.

- Psalm 24:1

Keep reading to discover 4 strategies to avoiding the holiday
permanent spread.
1.

2.

Awareness of your eating and exercise patterns during
the holiday season is the first strategy to outsmarting
holiday weight gain. Before you leave for your next
holiday party or get-together, think about your trigger
foods or situations that trigger eating.
Develop a plan to become party savvy. Learn to handle
the hostess that keeps encouraging you to eat. One tip
is to always keep some food on your plate. A plate with
some food sends the message, “I’m not done yet; still
enjoying my meal.”

3. Be the gatekeeper for your kitchen. Develop your own
unique “home holiday protection plan.” Purchasing
foods that you know are healthier, lower calorie
versions, and most importantly are not your trigger
foods, puts you in control of your home environment.
4. Don’t drown yourself in liquid calories. Holiday
seasonal beverages – everything from Eggnog to
Gingerbread Lattes - are addictive due to their high
sugar and often high fat content.
What about beverages that make you feel full of holiday
cheer? The caloric cost of approximately 5 ounces of red
wine is about 125 calories plus the collateral damage of
alcohol-based drinks is that they lower our inhibitions,
making it more likely we forget about healthier eating.

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!
– Gail and Martha, Your Parish Nurses
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Giving opportunities at PCPC
For christmas
Boxes of Hope — Build a box of hope for the PCPC Ministry
at North Boulevard (FED) and Families through Metropolitan
Ministries. Please pick up empty boxes in the breezeway, gym,
narthex and office to help provide a nutritious holiday meal for
a family of four who may otherwise be without food. 30,000
Families Need Your Help!
Christmas in Africa — Give the gift of hope with our Give the
gift of hope with our Christmas in Africa program. CIA offers
a wide selection of meaningful gifts for your friends and family
while helping the people of Papoli, Uganda gain self-sufficiency.
Stop by the church office for info and gift cards. CIA is online
at www.villagepartnersinternational.org. Follow links to
“Christmas in Africa.” Email Sylvia Campbell at sylcamp@aol.
com for more info.
Giving Trees — Take a tag from the Giving Trees for our
Christmas gift ingathering . Make holidays a little brighter
for children at Beth-El, Guardian ad Litem, North Boulevard
homes, Presbyterian Village and CREATED Ministries.
Joy Gift Offering — We will be receiving our annual Joy Gift
offering on Sunday, December 20th. This is a denominationwide offering that, this year, is directed to Beth-El ministry to
migrant farm workers, a covenant partner with our Presbytery.
The Church Facility Operating Budget: Be a “Steeple Lighter!”
You can designate a special gift to the church facility operating
budget; just mark it on the check or designate it with a
note. These gifts will help keep the lights burning, the AC
blowing, the facility cleaned, the sextons compensated, the
kitchen cooking, and the steeple lit. The gift can be designated
particularly to this support and will be used 100% this way. For
90 years such gifts have helped this church keep its doors open
and its heart beating!

Social Work Ministries
Committee Is Grateful for
the Kind Hearts of PCPC
Members
During the months of September and October our
congregation has opened its hearts to many men, women
and children who struggle to put food on their tables and
warm clothes on their children during the cold months.

Just Elementary: During the month of October, many
of you purchased new clothing and others shared your
children’s outgrown clothing to help provide warmth
during the cold months of Florida’s winter. Last year
we experienced record cold temperatures in
November. While it is still unseasonably warm,
winter will come and many of the children at
Just Elementary School will stay home on days
when they don’t have warm clothing to wear.
This year because of your generous donations
we have filled 2 1/2 SUV’s with new and gently
used clothing. Additionally, Kay Wilson, Cindy
Gooding and Margo Eure will coordinate with
the school’s guidance counselor, Carolyn DeHart
to purchase more clothing with your cash
donations of over $600.
Parents, if you find any of your children have
outgrown any of their gently used winter
clothing, we will still keep a container in the
office through February for Just Elementary
should you want to donate these.
Thanks, Good and Faithful Servants!

Prayerfully,

Pastor John DeBevoise

CHURCH FINANCIAL STATUS AS OF OCTOBER 31 2015

DISCIPLESHIP

Dear Friends,
At PCPC the work and ministry of Christ’s Church is
sustained by your faithful contributions to the annual
ministry operating fund. That’s been the story for nearly
90 years at this church in Tampa — through your faithful
generosity, God has always provided more than enough.
The officers use your estimates of giving in the year
ahead to build the budget for the church. We need your
generosity to operate the church. We seek the generosity
and prayers of every member of the church community.
And God will equip us for service, witness, and worship in
the year ahead in the name of Jesus Christ.
Thank you to everyone who has turned in their
commitment card! It is such a help!
If you have not done so yet, please prayerfully consider
how you might financially support Christ’s church this year
ahead and share that information with the Finance Office.
It makes all the difference in keeping the church open, the
services occurring, and the ministry pouring out.
You can do so at the church website (www.palmaceia.org/
pledge) or by sending an email to Kalberts@palmaceia.org,
or by turning in a Commitment Card at the offering plate,
church office, or church mailbox, or by calling “Kathy” at
813-253-6047, ext 269.
When I think about the way God has blessed this
congregation for so many years, in my heart I know, “God
gives more than enough.” Please support Christ’s work
through PCPC.

Beth-El: In September, Caroline Burt organized and Deon
McFayden delivered two full SUV loads of food to BethEl Famworker Ministry for their food pantry. Also, PCPC
gave Beth-El $290 in gift cards and $885 to help support
their food pantry which feeds over 80,000 people a year.
There are many weeks that their shelves are bare, but not in
September and October this year with your kind donations.
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WE’RE ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
Follow us on:
Facebook
www.facebook.com/PalmaCeiaPresbyterianChurch
Twitter @palmaceiapres
Instagram PCPChurch
Website www.palmaceia.org

Christmas Tree Blessing
Holy Creator of Trees,
bless with your abundant grace
this our Christmas tree as a symbol of joy.
May its evergreen branches be a sign
of your never-fading promises.
May its colorful lights and ornaments call us
to decorate with love our home and our world.
May the gifts that surround this tree
be symbols of the gifts we have received
from the Tree of Christ’s Cross.
Holy Christmas tree within our home,
may Joy and Peace come and nest
in your branches and in our hearts. Amen.
-Pastor John DeBevoise

